KIRK of

BONNIE BRAE

Denver Inner City Parish Annual Toy Drive

We are again partnering with Denver Inner City Parish on their
Gift Give Away! This will be the 40™ year of DICP providing
gifts to underserved families in our community. Please bring
donations of toys and gifts for children ages birth to 18 years
of age to the Kirk by December 9. We are looking for a variety
of gifts around the $15-$25 price point. For a list of requested
gifts, click here. We also have an opportunity to help people
select toys during the Gift Give Away on Friday, December 14.
If you are interested let Selena know so we can sign up for a
shift together as a church!

v Kirk Family Christmas

SEic Faatty. Sh s s December 16 at 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, December 16 at 19:30 in
the Community Room

Gather with your Kirk family for Christmas brunch. Decorate
ornaments and cookies! Sing carols! And eat! It will be a
wonderful time of community. Feel free to invite family,
friends, and neighbors.

In our theme of Re-Gifting, we will be collecting coats, hats,
gloves, blankets, and other warm things for those in need. If
you would like to bring a brunch dish to share, please
contact Betsy Vaninetti (303-229-5763) or Donna Furman
(303-870-3743). Please remember our nut free policy.

Hope to see you there!

Blue Christmas Service
December 16, 4:30 p.m. at 6™ Avenue UCC

The Kirk is joining 6™ Avenue UCC and Wash Park UCC for a service of
shadow and light. For many the holidays are not a time of celebration
but one of struggle. Those who are grieving will often feel that pain
more acutely during this season. But it is not only a difficult time for
those who have suffered a loss — this is the time of year that the night
encroaches into the day and we are all forced to encounter the
shadows within us and around us. And so we will gather December 16
at 4:30 p.m. to worship — to acknowledge our pain, find comfort in
God’s word and one another and to lean into the hope of the light
being born among us. Even if this is not a service you need, consider
coming to support those who do.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship—Monday, December 24 at 5:30 p.m.
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Gather.

Advent

. . . he art of
You know you have done it. Received something and then turned ' ’ RE
around and given it to someone else. Usually we think of this as a GIFTING
bad thing, passing off something unwanted so we don’t have to giving away

what was gven to us

keep it, but what if re-gifting was exactly what Christmas was

about? Join the Kirk this Advent season as we receive and re-gift
hope, peace, joy and love in the spirit of Christmas!

Worship in December

December 2: Re-gifting 101: What are the rules of re-gifting? Is it ok? Deuteronomy 26:1-12
December 9: Re-gifting Shalom, John 14:25-27

December 16: at 10 a.m.: Children’s Christmas Play and re-gifting joy!
Kirk Family Christmas after worship.
Blue Christmas Service at 4:30 p.m. at 6™ Ave. UCC.

December 23: at 10 a.m.: Choir Cantata and re-gifting love!

December 24: at 5:30 p.m.: Christmas Eve Service of Carols and Candlelight

Remembering with Flowers and Flour

If you would like to order a poinsettia for Christmas or donate money to the Food Bank, please fill out the
appropriate part of the form below and return it (with a check made out to Kirk of Bonnie Brae) by Sunday,
December 9. Poinsettias are $12.00 each and may be taken home after worship on December 24, or given
to a homebound member.

POINSETTIAS

YOUR NAME(S): IN MEMORY/HONOR (CIRCLE ONE) OF:
NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS (S12/Each): : PHONE NUMBER:

CHECK ONE: ___ I will be taking the flowers home after the service.

Please deliver the flowers to someone who is home-bound.
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FOOD BANK
YOUR NAME(S): IN MEMORY/HONOR (CIRCLE ONE) OF:

AMOUNT OF DONATION : PHONE NUMBER:
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Gather.

Kirk Book Group

We willbereadingg Cour ageous Faith: How t
F e ByrUCC Pastor Emily Heath, beginning in January. Get your book now.
If you need a book ordered for you, please let the Kirk office know.

Theology on Tap
December 9, 406 p.m.
HansonQ Grill and Tavern—mM 0 /$.Nearl St.

On December 9 we will gather at Hanson’s from 4-6 p.m. to
discuss the Theology of Christmas. What does Christmas
teach us about who God is and how we can understand and
. relate to both God and to Jesus? We will discuss a whole
' bunch of churchy words from incarnation to kenosis. Don’t
HANSON'S BAR AND GRILL know what those are? Then even more reason for you to
join us. Childcare is available in the lower level of the Kirk.

New Kirk Folks Luncheon

Are you new to the Kirk? Would you like to learn more about
who we are and what we do? Hear a little history of the Kirk as
well as better understand our denomination, the United Church
of Christ? If so, we want to know more about you as well! After
worship on Sunday, January 13, all new Kirk folks are invited to
a lunch to talk about all of these things, answer questions and
get to know members of staff and leaders of the Kirk. Following
the all-important eating time, there will be childcare available.

New Kirk Folks Luncheon

lanuary 13 aftor Woreship
Childcare Availabie

‘_Eii’ .
I e s Children@ Choir

The Children’s Choir will have one more rehearsal on Sunday, De-
cember 2 after Worship in the Music Room.
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Gather.

Conversations with Scripture

Each Tuesday we gather in the choir room from 2-3
p.m. to engage with our holy text. We are currently
reading and discussing the book of Job which leads to
rich discussions of human suffering. Due to the

upcoming holiday, we will only meet December 4, 11,
and 18 this month.

DIG (dig into God)

Adult DIG: The month of December the adults will gather in
the Community Room for a time of centering prayer from 9-
9:40 a.m. In the chaos of the holidays, come and sit in
silence, walk the labyrinth, and center yourself on God’s
hope, peace, joy, and love.

Children's DIG: this month we will be working toward our
Christmas play while telling the Christmas story, asking ques-
tions and wondering about what it means for Jesus to be
born in our world.

The Children will also have a dress rehearsal for the
Christmas play after Worship on December 9, and at 9am on
December 16.

There will be no DIG on December 23 or 30.

ChildrenQ Christmas Program

This year's Christmas play, "Carving out Wonder", will take place during

worship on Sunday, December 16. Our play will be loosely based on the
story "The City That Forgot About Christmas" by Mary Warren. If your
child would like to participate, rehearsals will be on December 9 and 15,
with a dress rehearsal on the morning of December 16 at 9 a.m.
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Grow.

Kirk Annual Meeting

January 27 after worship we will have our Annual

Congregational Meeting. At this meeting we will approve the
budget for 2019, elect officers for the coming year to serve on
the Kirk Council, and hear a word from our pastor on the state

of the church. The meeting will be in the sanctuary
immediately following worship and then all are invited to stay
and share a meal together! Please mark your calendars. All
members have a vote. Non-members are welcome to join us
for the meeting and the meal!

Congregations Congregations Alive! 4: February 7-9, 2019
Alive! 4 A Just World For all

Congregations alive is a three-day event filled with powerful sermons,
discussion, fellowship, and workshops led by local and national faith and

& maa justice leaders. This year, will include special guest: Rev. Traci Blackmon,
— \/ .. forall Executive Minister of Justice and Witness Ministries of the United Church

7 < of Christ.

Summer Kirk Camp (already!?)

| know, | know it is Christmas time, but | also know how quickly our
schedules fill up! We have a special announcement, this summer our
Kirk Camp will be held at (drum roll please) La Foret Conference and

Retreat Center.

Why is this such a big deal? While we have had great camping trips in
the past, we are taking a change in moving to La Foret hoping to draw
more folks to join us who might not be so outdoorsy. We have
reserved a cabin (with beds/kitchens/bathrooms), Yurts with beds
and an area for those who want to tent camp! We need to know who
is planning to go so we can work to fill as many beds as possible!

Kirk Camp is an opportunity for the entire community to experience

creation and build relationships with God and one another. So mark
your calendar for August 2-4, 2019!
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Give.

The Christmas Fund

You have the opportunity to be a part of this UCC
ministry by donating to the offering at the Kirk on
Sunday, December 23 that cares for the active and
retired clergy and lay employees of the United

g s

x
THE CHRISTMAS FUND

for the VETERANS OF THE CROSS and the EMERGENCY FUND Church Of Christ.

LOVE Offering

This year we are again collecting a LOVE offering for the Kirk staff.
Our gifts will be given to the staff on Christmas Eve. Please donate
by Sunday, December 23, so we will know the amount collected
before Christmas Eve.
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Please mark your checks LOVE. You can also donate online or by
text or phone app.
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We hope you will share in this opportunity to show our staff how
much we appreciate their leadership and hard work throughout the
year.

Blood Drive

Our next Blood Drive is on Sunday, January 20 from 9 am—12
pm. If you donated at our last blood drive, you will be eligible
to give again at our next one! Even if you have never donated
o V before, now is a great time. Every pint of blood donated can
save up to 3 lives. If you have questions about what donating
V I ta ‘ a ntSM blood is like, see Vitalant’s website for an overview of the
process. To sign up for a donation time click here and use our
site code: B110.

* Bonfils Blood Center was recently purchased by Vitalant.
The donor portal remains the same, as does our site code.
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Give.

Songs for the Season
Recital at the Kirk
Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

Admission is $5 minimum donation per person. All proceeds will be
donated to Operation Amped, an organization that provides therapy
for the seriously ill, injured, or disabled U.S. military veterans and
their families. Stephanie Hood, soprano; Erin Bell,

mezzo-soprano; Matthew Kingham, piano.

Amazon Smile

As you do your holiday shopping this year, please remember to do
, any shopping on Amazon through AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a
' ] @ simple and automatic way for you to support the Kirk every time you
o et

A
am azon 5 [ “ u shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,

2 . Amazon will donate a portion of your purchase price to the Kirk. To
| YoU shop. Amazon gives. o ;
shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web

browser on your computer or mobile device and select the Kirk of
Bonnie Brae as your charity.

Stewardship Campaign

Itis(a | m)dimeto celebrate our Stewardship Campaign!
Almost, because we are still waiting on a few more people to
turn in the pledge card and/or electronic giving forms. But we
are also excited because we are on 'pace' to reach out initial goal
of $115,000 and potentially our stretch goal of $125,000.

Already this year's stewardship is something to celebrate as 16
people have increased their gift over last year, and we have 5
new giving units (people or families) that are new donors to our

ministry and annual fund. These are certainly things to celebrate KI RK Of
in our growing family and we are excited to share the news. BONNIE BRAE

Stay tuned as plan to make the final announcement in
December, and thank you to all who have given to support our
ministry and mission.
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Give.

Kirk Members Giving Generously to Buy Trees for Haiti

This is the season of generosity and Kirk members are really getting into the spirit! So far, people have
donated 110 trees for the Zanmi Fondwa Foundation in Haiti! The foundation helps to alleviate poverty and
promote healing by supporting the reconstruction of houses, schools, clinics and other vital structures
following recent natural disasters. Its goal is to plant 100 trees around each of 15 homes to be constructed in
2019. Trees provide shade, fruit, and fuel as well as prevent erosion. Additionally, reforestation addresses
the larger issue of global warming because trees remove greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. The
Dorlian family has been selected to receive trees the Kirk has donated to date. Here is their story:
Fifty-two-year-old Jean Pierre Louis and his wife, 48-year-old Madame Jean Pierre, live with their four
children, Christila (21), Jean Will (20), Anise (17) and Jonathan (16). While their parents never
attended school and don’t read, all the children have attended school in Tom Gato — about a 45-
minute walk from their home. They have lived in Fondwa for 20 years. Their home does not have
running water, they collect and treat their water from a nearby spring. Jean Pierre is too ill to work,
so Madame Jean Pierre sells what she can (mostly bananas and plantains) at the market for their
family income. When they think of a new house, they are most excited to have a working toilet and
kitchen. They look forward to protecting and caring for their new home with gratitude.

Every Sunday up until Christmas, there will be a table in the church lobby where you can make donations to
buy trees for Haiti. Each tree costs $4.33. For 3 or more trees purchased, the donor will receive an ornament
with the Kirk logo (which is a tree!) on one side and a note about the Haiti project on the other. These
ornaments can then be given by the donor to someone he or she wishes to honor.

Giving a gift of trees is like giving 3 gifts—first, to the Dorlian Family, second, to the planet and, third, to your
honoree! Get into the Christmas spirit! Stop by the table on your way into or out of the worship service this
Sunday and buy some trees! Or you can donate online through the Kirk website.
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Gather.Grow. Give.

Dear Kirk,

Regifting!? That is what we are talking about during advent? Regifting is the tackiest part of Christmas gift
giving, isn’t it?! Well, what if we moved toward Christmas this year with different expectations, seeking
different things, worrying less about what is tacky and more about what we treasure. May these words by
Ann Weems guide us in our season of Christmas and regifiting...

THIS YEAR WILL BE DIFFERENT

Who among us does not have dreams

that this year will be different?
Who among us does not intend to go

peacefully, leisurely, carefully toward Bethlehem,
for who among us likes to cope with the

commercialism of Christmas
which lures us to tinsel not only the tree

but also our hearts?
Who among us intends to get caught up in tearing
around

and wearing down?
Who among us does not long for:

gifts that give love?

shopping in serenity?

cards and presents sent off early?

long evenings by the fireside with those we love?

(the trimming devoid of any arguing about who's
going to hang what where,

the aroma of cinnamon and nutmeg mingling with
the pine

scent of a tree

and carols gently playing over our idyllic scene)

and the children! the children cheerfully talking
about

giving instead of getting?

Who among us does not yearn for
time for our hearts to ponder the Word of God?
moments of kneeling and bursts of song?
the peace of quiet calm for our spirit's journey?
This year we intend to follow the Star
instead of the crowd.
But, of course, we always do intend the best.
(And sometimes best intentions tend to get the best
of us!)
This year, when we find ourselves off the path again
(and we invariably will!),
let's not add yet another stress to our Advent
days,
that of "trying to do Christmas correctly"!
Instead, let's approach the birth of Jesus
with joyful abandon!
And this year
let's do what Mary did and rejoice in God,
let's do what Joseph did and listen to our dreams,
let's do what the Wise Ones did and go to worship,
let's do what the shepherds did and praise and
glorify God
for all we've seen and heard!
As for Advent frantic pace, we don't have time for
that.
We'll be too busy singing!
This year will be different.
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COMMUNITY PRAYERS
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United Church of Christ

More Information

For more information about our ministries, please visit our website: kirkofbonniebrae.org

We invite you to find us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/kirkbonniebrae, follow us on Twitter @thekirkucc and
Instagram_@kirkucc

For more information about the United Church of Christ, please visit ucc.org

Open and
)@ Affirming |

Kirk of Bonni e Br ae, UcCcCcC

1201 S. Steele Street
Denver, Colorado 80210
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