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QUESTIONING GOD 
BROTHER’S KEEPER GENESIS 4:1-10 

1.   WHAT IS OUR RESPONSIBLIITY TO OUR _________?            
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I 
my brother’s keeper?” Genesis 3:9 

 
A. When God asks Cain “Where is Abel your brother?” God didn’t need to ask, He 

already knew.  

B. If the greatest love is to give your own life sacrificially for a friend, then what’s the 
opposite of great love? You might think great hatred, but I would propose its 
actually great indifference. It’s not caring that you do hate. (John 15:12-13) 

C. Cain did share a partial truth when he said, “…am I my brother’s keeper?”, but, as 
can often happen, he used a partial truth to justify a fully sinful action.  

D. Cain is partially right. Abel needs to take responsibility for his own life. You need to 
take responsibility for your own choices. (Pr 3:6-7) 

E. “There is a choice in everything you do. So keep in mind that in the end, the choice 
you make, makes you.” John Maxwell 

F. You shouldn’t be nosy, but you also shouldn’t ignore doing or saying something 
when called for. You should not be so easily offended when someone gets up in your 
business. (Matt 22:39) 

G. Why do you think you’re above being questioned by others? Why can’t you be 
mature enough to give those who care about you, permission to hurt your feelings 
so they can protect you from yourself. 
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2. WHAT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO OUR  _______  ? 
And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no 
regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. Gen 4:4-5 
 
A. Cain thought Abel to be his enemy. God reminded Cain that his enemy, Abel, was his 

brother.  

B. Do we have a heart to frame our enemies as "brothers" or are our hearts writing 
them off as exclusions to our call to humbly serve? 

C. Cain had a pattern of evil deeds in his life and those evil deeds escalated towards his 
brother. Abel was also considered an enemy by Cain because Abel had more success 
in his choices. (1 John 3:11-12; Heb 11:4) 

D. Often anger is a secondary emotion that comes from experiencing personal pain. 
Perhaps Cain felt like he was owed something. 

E. Cain could have felt like the victim and harbored anger BUT he didn’t need to give 
the devil a foothold in his life by acting on that emotion. (Eph 4:26-27) 

F. You need healthy boundaries with certain people but don’t forget that there is a real 
enemy (Eph 6:10-12) 

G. We have the gift of personal freedom to make choices based on personal preference. 
But God has also given us responsibility. (Gal 5:13) 

H. How is God calling you to serve and care for your perceived enemy? Make a list of 
three ways you can serve those you are angry with, without expecting anything in 
return. (Luke 6:33-35) 
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T he fourth chapter of scripture gives us a glimpse into the first family 
coming into being with the arrival of Cain and then Abel. 

Immediately, scripture reveals the men these boys became. Cain was a 
farmer and Abel a keeper of sheep. There has been specula?on that one 
profession was more honorable than the other, however nothing in the 
scripture would suggest this is true.  It is understandable that since what 
they were offering was different, one might presume to believe that’s 
what made one more acceptable over the other. In truth, it was Cain 
himself and the heart behind his offering that displeased God, not the 
fact that it was produce over livestock. Scripture does not fill in all the 
pieces to this story; we are given what God deemed to be enough. We 
don’t know how God expressed his acceptance of one offering over the 
other, but there was a way of them knowing and we are made aware of 
this with the words of verse 5, but for Cain and his offering he had no 
regard. Imagine knowing that the sacrifice you brought God has 
disappointed Him, the realiza?on that you didn’t get it right. But do we 
really have to imagine it? Each of us has disappointed God when we sin. 
Those harsh words you had for your spouse this morning, a 
disappointment; anger towards the other drivers on your way to work or 
the store, a disappointment; the biMerness you con?nue to harbor 
against a family member or colleague or classmate, a disappointment. 
Knowing we’ve disappointed God with our sin ought to drive us to 
repentance unlike Cain’s that caused anger.  
Cain was obviously an individual who visibly wore his emo?ons as verse 
5 tells us his face fell. He wasn’t able to hide his feelings or stuff them 
down. While God is fully aware of why Cain is angry, we witness God 
rebuking and prodding him to do beMer. 

God is asking Cain to see and understand 
that there is a beMer way, a beMer choice than the one he is making. 
Asking Cain to recognize that if he don’t put his ac?ons and aOtude in 
check, he will fall into sin and all its consequences. We are being made 
privy to the contrast of the holiness of God and what He desires for us 
and the darkness of the enemy and the bondage it comes with for those 
that choose it. Can you see in your mind a picture of God reaching out 
His hand to Cain offering him another op?on, to set aside his anger and 
jealousy and to choose God (1 Corinthians 10:13)?  As we know, Cain 
chose the bondage of his pride and anger over humility and repentance.  
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Questioning God: Genesis 4 
Week of Oct. 4, 2020

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and 
she conceived and bore Cain, saying, 
“I have gotten a man with the help of 
the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his 
brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper 
of sheep, and Cain a worker of the 
ground. 3In the course of time Cain 
brought to the LORD an offering of 
the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel 
also brought of the firstborn of his 
flock and of their fat portions. And 
the LORD had regard for Abel and 
his offering, 5but for Cain and his 
offering he had no regard. So Cain 
was very angry, and his face fell. 
6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are 
you angry, and why has your face 
fallen? 7If you do well, will you not 
be accepted?And if you do not do 
well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is contrary to you, but you 
must rule over it.” 8Cain spoke to 
Abel his brother. And when they 
were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed 
him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, 
“Where is Abel your brother?” He 
said, “I do not know; am I my 
brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD 
said, “What have you done? The voice 
of your brother’s blood is crying to 
me from the ground. Genesis 4:1-10
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Cain operated out of severe indifference, he ceased to care about anyone or anything outside of his 
personal emo?ons when he took his brother’s life from him in a field. So sadly aXer experiencing the 
Fall in chapter 3, we now read of the first murder in chapter 4. Premeditated or an act of passion? 
Arguments could be made for both, but more weight in the debate lands on the side that Cain planned 
this heinous act. Consider the New Testament passages: 1 John 3:11-12 and Hebrews 11:4 that speak to 
the character of Cain.  
(It’s worth no?ng and pausing to consider that within this passage, direct conversa?on and dialogue is 
happening between God and Cain. Cain isn’t having to wonder what God’s posi?on on this might be, 
God is clearly communica?ng and Cain verbally responds to the ques?ons posed to him.) 
In verse 9, we read the ques?on of “where is Abel your brother?”. And as it was with Cain’s parents, 
Adam and Eve, God asks a ques?on He already has the answer to. As if Cain’s wretched act against his 
brother was not enough, he con?nues in the vein of his indifference in his response to God. He 
completely missed the opportunity for confession. Cain distances himself from any personal 
responsibility for himself as well as his brother. As quickly as he says he does not know, he asks his own 
ques?on of God. While we aren’t able to hear the tone with which it was asked, it’s difficult not to infer 
a total disregard for God and his ac?ons. How did Cain imagine his rela?onship with his Creator going 
forward with such lack of humility?  In 1 John 3:12 Cain is referred to as being of the evil one, and his 
pride, jealousy, and lack of humility resembles the aOtude of Satan himself when he was cast out of 
heaven (Isaiah 14:12-14). Cain’s own snarky ques?on is answered in Jesus’s words in John 15:13 
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”  We are to be our 
brother’s keeper, and be involved, and take interest. We’ve been called to love one another, serve one 
another, and even sacrifice for one another. Within the physical life on earth of Christ, we were granted 
a perfect three-year example of what being our brother’s keeper looks like.  
Spurgeon said this about Cain’s response: “The cool impudence of Cain is an indica2on of the state of 
heart which led up to his murdering his brother; and it was also a part of the result of his having 
commi:ed that terrible crime. He would not have proceeded to the cruel deed of bloodshed if he 
had not first cast off the fear of God and been ready to defy his Maker.”  
God’s response to Cain is another ques?on, what have you done?, a ques?on parents have cried out 
over the thousands of years upon discovering a wrong doing done by their children. God makes it clear 
to Cain by using the imagery of the scene that He is fully aware, and nothing goes unseen by our Holy 
God when He says, “your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground”. While we don’t have out 
loud conversa?ons with God as we read of in Genesis, we have His holy word, and we have the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit to prod our conscience to repentance when necessary. Pride or humility, 
each of us is given a choice in response to our own sin.  

Reflect on the passage of scripture, use your sermon notes to help refresh what was shared in the sermon, 
and use the following questions to grow deeper with God and His word. 
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What from this week’s 
sermon has stood out to 

you?
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Cain refused to 
acknowledge his sin. What 
sin in your life has yet to 

be dealt with and 
confessed?

Read Romans 6:5-11. What 
tools do we have as 

believers to “rule over 
sin”?

How have you dealt with 
your anger in the past? 

What do you still need to 
work through?
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What is your level of 
willingness to be “your 

brother’s keeper?  

Can you share a time 
where someone was “your 

brother’s keeper” and 
their intervention made a 

difference in your life?

Read Luke 6:33. How are 
you challenged by this 

verse?
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