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QUESTIONING	GOD	
WHAT	DO	YOU	WANT?	LK	18:35-43	

	

1. 		_________ OUT        		
And	he	cried	out,	“Jesus,	Son	of	David,	have	mercy	on	me!”	Luke	18:38	

A. When	was	the	last	time	you	raised	your	voice	in	a	strong	manner	in	prayer?	

B. He	didn’t	articulate	specifically	what	he	wanted	Jesus	to	do	for	him.	And	that	can	be	
our	problem	too	–	we	don’t	know	what	we	want	God	to	do	for	us.	

2. PRAYER	_______ __	
And	those	who	were	in	front	rebuked	him,	telling	him	to	be	silent.	Luke	18:39	

A. You	will	encounter	external	and	internal	resistance	to	your	prayers.		

B. In	your	resistance	be	persistent	in	prayer!	

3. ALL	THE	_______ __	
But	he	cried	out	all	the	more,	“Son	of	David,	have	mercy	on	me!”	Luke	18:39	
A. Pump	up	the	volume	on	your	prayers	in	the	face	of	resistance!	

4. SPECIFIC	_______ __	
And	Jesus	stopped	and	commanded	him	to	be	brought	to	him.	And	when	he	came	near,	he	
asked	him,	[41]	“What	do	you	want	me	to	do	for	you?”	Luke	18:40-41	

A. Even	though	Jesus	already	knew	the	answer,	Jesus	wanted	this	blind	beggar	to	
articulate	out	loud	specifically	what	he	wanted.	Don’t	be	general!	
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5. SPECIFIC	PRAYER	BEFORE		_______ __	
He	said,	“Lord,	let	me	recover	my	sight.”	Luke	18:41	

A. It	takes	courage	to	ask	God	for	something	specific	while	others	are	listening.	

B. Not	every	prayer	will	be	answered	the	way	you	script	it.	Why?	Because	you	are	not	
God	and	you	don’t	control	God	BUT	God	still	wants	you	to	ask	specifically	and	He	
has	the	best	in	mind	for	you.	

6. AFTER	PRAYER		_______ __ GOD	
And	Jesus	said	to	him,	“Recover	your	sight;	your	faith	has	made	you	well.”	And	immediately	he	
recovered	his	sight	and	followed	him,	glorifying	God.	Luke	18:42-43	

A. Ask	primarily	to	bring	God	glory,	not	to	get	what	you	want.	

B. When	you	pray	for	whatever	specific	thing	you	want	from	God…	be	ready,	as	soon	as	
you	receive	it,	to	give	back	to	God’s	mission.	Use	the	wealth	that	God	has	blessed	you	
with	to	make	friends	for	eternity.	(Luke	16:9)	

7. OTHERS		_______ __, THEN PRAISED	
And	all	the	people,	when	they	saw	it,	gave	praise	to	God.	Luke	18:43	

A. Because	all	the	people	SAW	that	–	they	gave	praise	to	God.	

B. Your	specific	prayers	are	not	just	for	you.	They	are	also	for	people	around	you.	

	

	

BECOME	A	CHRIST	FOLLOWER	TODAY	

Admit:	Sin	

Believe:	Christ	died	for	your	sins	&	rose	again	

Choose:	To	follow	Christ	

	

Three	Ways	to	Give	

1. Mail:	Christ	First	Covina	200	N	Second	Ave	Covina,	CA.	91723	
2. Online:	https://christ-first.org/give-online	
3. Text:	(626)	784-4882.	Text	the	amount	you’d	like	to	give	and	follow	the	prompts.	

Thank	you	for	your	generosity!	
	
Answers:	Cry,	Resistance,	More,	Specific,	Others,	Glorify,	Others	
Christ-first.org/media	



“W hat do you want me to do for you?” Upon reading this ques9on alone 
outside of the context of scripture, you can hear parents saying this 

very ques9on to their child. The picture that comes to mind is the frustrated 
young child having a meltdown over an inability to do____, you fill-in the blank 
with any number of things, let’s just say 9e their shoe. You reach down to offer 
them help but they yell and insist on doing it themselves. It con9nues on un9l 
finally completely undone, they call for you and cry out that they can’t get their 
shoe 9ed and are in tears. Finally , at the end of themselves, you are able to 
recognize that they might now accept your help and you say, what do you want 
me to do for you? Sound familiar? Today’s passage of scripture focuses on a 
situa9on of a man who is evidently at the end of himself as he refuses to even 
heed the chiding and warnings of neighbors to be quiet, and calls out to Jesus, 
not once but twice.  
Look at a few of the details regarding this man who receives healing from Jesus. 
Two significant aPributes are that he is blind and begging. We’ve no 
informa9on regarding when or how he became blind, but however it came to 
be, it led this man to take to begging to sustain himself. Did he have a skill he 
could have used, even blind that would have allowed him a trade of some 
sorts? Again, a ques9on we don’t have an answer to. Verse 36 clues us into the 
fact that he was posi9oned at a place within the city that allowed him to be 
near the coming and goings of Jericho. We might also conclude that he was a 
curious type, because he asked what was happening when he heard the 
crowds. In verse 37, he is told that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. This 
iden9fica9on of Jesus gives no nod to His Godhead, but simply gives his name 
and where he is from, similar to saying “Bob of Covina”. But this blind beggar’s 
response in verse 38, speaks volumes when he calls out to “Jesus, Son of 
David”. This blind man who has not bore witness to seeing Jesus or travelled 
with Him, calls him the Messiah. What conversa9ons had he heard as he 

begged from day to day? What had been taught to him from the ancient scriptures? This curious beggar from his 
posi9on within the streets of Jericho had obviously gained enough knowledge to who Jesus was. 
In calling out to Jesus the second 9me, he calls Him by name and then adds his cry of “have mercy on me!”. Has 
that ever been your cry? Has life brought you to the end of yourself, the end of 
your own abili9es such that you’ve cried out for the mercy of God? The blind 
beggar’s “prayer” is not specific and mercy can take many forms, prac9cal, 
emo9onal, physical, spiritual; so what was this man looking for from the Son of 
David? Of course, as has been the case as we’ve looked at each of these ques9ons 
God asks us, Jesus knew the mercy this man was seeking. God knows the mercy we 
seek as well. He knows what we want and what we actually need. Although Jesus 
knew, He asked. His asking of this man, what do you want me to do for you, was an 
exercise to benefit the beggar, and ul9mately to bring glory to God. This isn’t an 
invita9on to treat God as our personal vending machine. Philippians 2:13 reminds 
us: “for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” 
What we ask for s9ll needs to align with the will of God. James 4:3 further 
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Questioning God: Luke 18 
Week of Oct. 25, 2020

35As he drew near to Jericho, a 
blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging. 36And hearing a 
crowd going by, he inquired what 
this meant. 37They told him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 39And 
those who were in front rebuked 
him, telling him to be silent. But 
he cried out all the more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 40And 
Jesus stopped and commanded him 
to be brought to him. And when he 
came near, he asked him, 41“What 
do you want me to do for you?” 
He said, “Lord, let me recover my 
sight.” 42And Jesus said to him, 
“Recover your sight; your faith 
has made you well.” 43And 
immediately he recovered his 
s i g h t a n d f o l l o w e d h i m , 
glorifying God. And all the 
people, when they saw it, gave 
praise to God. 
Luke 18:35-43

http://biblehub.com/luke/18-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-36.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-37.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-38.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-39.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-40.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-41.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-42.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-43.htm


comments on our approach with regards to prayer by saying, You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. Also, is it possible that the specific ask is yet another way we see the glory 
and majesty of our perfect heavenly Father? It may be that those very specific answers to very specific prayers 
serve as doubt removers. Those who witnessed the sight restored to this blind man certainly had their doubts 
erased.  
And while God is not our personal vending machine, He does invite us to ask and the parable told by Jesus in the 
beginning of this chapter invites us to take a persistent approach to the throne of mercy. Stop now and read the 
parable of the persistent widow in Luke 18:1-8. 
Jesus clearly states in verse 42 what the catalyst to his restored sight was, his faith. The blind beggar had asked 
the source of all healing for the miracle he sought to be lifed out of his life of darkness and begging. He wouldn’t 
listen to his neighbors or others in the crowd, but was unashamed in calling out to his Physician and Messiah. It 
was that persistent and bold faith that Jesus says in verse 42 that restored his sight. Healed, this man 
immediately follows and glorifies God. And it was contagious, verse 43 says all the people praised God. Our 
response to God working in our lives is not just for our witness, but for “all the people” to see and give God all 
the praise and glory due Him. This por9on of scripture shows us that our trials and prayer lives serve as 
opportuni9es for our Lord to be glorified and followed.  

Reflect on the passage of scripture, use your sermon notes to help refresh what was shared in the sermon, 
and use the following questions to grow deeper with God and His word. 
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When God has answered 
your prayers, is your 

immediate response to 
give Him glory? How are 
others able to join you in 

praising God for the move 
of God in your life as it was 

with the blind beggar?

What do you want Jesus to 
do for you?
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What does the parable of 
the persistent widow teach 
you for the season you find 

yourself in?

What or who is standing in 
the way of you boldly 

approaching the throne of 
mercy for what you need?

What perceptions and 
attitudes do you have 

towards asking God for 
what you need?

How would you describe 
your prayers, specific or 
general? Are you able to 
recognize how this came 
about as your pattern?
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What are you most 
challenged by this week?


