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QUESTIONING GOD 
HEAD & HEART MATT 16:13-18 

 

1.   _________ (HEAD) KNOWLEDGE           
Matt 16:16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 

A. At this point in Peter’s journey, one could argue that Peter had more head than heart 
knowledge of Christ. 

B. There are no historians, even today, who deny that the historical Jesus existed, but 
many come to the conclusion that Jesus was a good moral spiritual teacher, but He 
wasn’t God. 

C. “Christ either deceived mankind by conscious fraud, or He was Himself deluded and 
self-deceived, or He was Divine. There is no getting out of this trilemma. It is 
unavoidable.” John Duncan 

D. “There is only one of three answers: Jesus was either a liar, lunatic or He is Lord. 
There is no need for us to prove if Jesus of Nazareth is God or not. All we have to do 
is find out if He is a lunatic or a liar. If He is neither, He must be the Son of God.” CS 
Lewis 

E. A good moral teacher wouldn’t lie or be crazy enough to think he was God. 

F. Jesus personally claimed he was God and Jesus’ enemies (Jewish religious leaders) 
acknowledged that Jesus made this claim. (John 14:8-11; John 10:30-33) 

G. Of all people groups, the Jews were most convinced that the one true God could 
never also be human. Lewis said “It is very odd that this horrible invention about a 
religious leader should grow up among the one people in the whole earth least likely 
to make such a mistake. On the contrary we get the impression that none of His 
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immediate followers or even of the New Testament writers embraced the doctrine 
at all easily.” After the resurrection, Jesus’ doubting disciples became believers. 

H. “Jesus” = “Christ/Messiah” = Chosen or anointed one who will redeem Israel, 
especially from the Roman occupiers. 

2. _______ __ (HEART) KNOWLEDGE 
He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because 
he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. John 21:17 
 

A. To know Jesus personally is to trust and love Him. To know Jesus is to have passion 
for being close to him in prayer and following Him, no matter the obstacle.  

B. What are the obstacles in your life that you won’t let get in the way of your love for 
Jesus? 

C. Peter had an obstacle the equivalent of three city blocks of water. (John 21:7) 

D. Will you open your heart to Jesus? 

E. Repentance (Greek: metanoeō):  changing one’s way of thinking. Results in a 
change of behavior. Overcoming the obstacles (taking up your cross) to pursue 
Jesus. (Matt 16:24) 
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W ho do you say I am? Of all the ques3ons God could ask us, this quite possibly is 
the singularly most important one of all. In our text for this week, this ques3on 

is asked of the disciple, Peter. Ul3mately, each of us answers this ques3on as well and 
certainly not with just our words but by our ac3ons and deeds as well. Let’s go back a 
few verses, however, and consider the ques3on Jesus first asked His disciples in verse 
13.  
Jesus asked, “who do people say the Son of Man is?” He has the disciples consider 
what the common man is thinking, what conclusions have they drawn. This ques3on is 
so relevant even for today as it gives us a context for conversa3ons we might have with 
someone who hasn’t claimed Jesus as savior of their life. Those that are walking with 
Christ need to understand how the unbelieving world around them views the Son of 
Man they have put their faith and hope in. A physician is beSer able to diagnose the 
disease when he or she is aware of the symptoms, and gains further clarity by asking 
the necessary ques3ons of the pa3ent. A believer can approach the illness of unbelief 
by gaining the same perspec3ve a doctor would by taking the 3me to listen and 
understand the symptoms of the unrepentant. No3ce as well that Jesus asks this 
ques3on by inser3ng the 3tle of Son of Man, one of the few 3tles He used when 
referring to himself. In calling Himself the Son of Man he was indica3ng His true 
iden3ty as: a humble servant who’d come to save everyone; the suffering servant who’s 
death on a rugged cross and resurrec3on from a borrowed tomb would provide 
redemp3on to His people; and the glorious King and final Judge who will come again to 
establish His kingdom on earth. Author and theologian, C.S. Lewis, answered the 
ques3on from several points of view in his book, Mere Chris3anity. 
 “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people oYen 
say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his 
claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man 

and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a luna3c — on the level 
with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit 
at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any 
patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not leY that open to us. He did not intend to.” 

Jesus’s disciples respond to the first ques3on with answers of John the Bap3st, Elijah and 
Jeremiah, and being God incarnate, Jesus knew what “people” were thinking. So why ask? 
Does he ask so when the ques3on of “who do you say I am” is asked they need to consider 
if they agree or is their perspec3ve in great contrast having spent so much 3me with the 
Son of Man asking the ques3on? The more 3me you spend with Jesus, how are you 
answering the ques3on for yourself? What once may have began as head knowledge of 
Christ moves to heart knowledge when we spend 3me with our risen Lord. In reading the 
gospels and the book of Acts, the reader will see the journey the apostle Peter goes on in 
knowing who Jesus is. 
Peter’s personal response in verse 16 is that of Christ and Son of the living God. Those two 
3tles acknowledge specific aspects. In calling Jesus “the Christ”, Peter is declaring Jesus to 
be the Messiah or Anointed One that the Jews had been wai3ng for to arrive on the scene. 

1

Questioning God: Matthew 16 
Week of Oct. 18, 2020

13Now when Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” 14And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 17And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 19I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” 20Then he 
strictly charged the disciples to tell 
no one that he was the Christ. 
Matthew 16:13-20

http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/16-20.htm


Then in saying He was the “Son of the living God”,  he contrasts Jesus to the pagan gods of Caesarea Phillippi which was the 
center of worship for Baal and Pan. Jesus was not one of these false gods to whom the surrounding area’s inhabitants were 
subject to and worshipping.  
Our world has vastly opposing views as to who the man named Jesus is/was, but remaining neutral is not an op3on that will 
be allowed at the final judgement. Each man or woman will have already given an account as to whom they believe Jesus of 
Nazareth is by their lives. Peter had the right answer that day when Jesus asked him, but then it seems as though he fails 
completely when he denies the Son of Man not once but three 3mes. It could be thought that the knowledge of Jesus 
hadn’t quite reached his heart or that his flawed human nature had taken precedence. And then, we are given a glimpse 
into the collision of head and heart knowledge in John 21 when Peter throws himself into the sea to reach his risen Lord 
standing on the seashore. We read the response Jesus gave to Peter in verses 18 and 19 of our text. Flaws and all, Jesus 
would choose Peter to build the church fully aware of  Peter’s denial of Him before it ever happened.  
Peter gained the answer to the ques3on asked of him, “who do you say I am?”, and it carried him all the way to his death as 
a martyr of the Kingdom. Author Trevor Hudson in his book, Ques%ons God Asks Us, sums much of it quite well by saying 
this: “I have come to see Jesus as the most alive, aware, and responsible human being who has ever live. I have come to 
recognize his dying as revealing love’s response in the face of evil. I have come to realize that something extraordinary must 
have taken place aYer the crucifixion that transformed those frightened and grieving disciples into bold witnesses willing to 
die for their beliefs. I have found it most reasonable to accept the explana3on the Bible gives for this transforma3on: That 
this man Jesus was fully human, one of us, and yet at the same 3me one who is God come in the flesh.”. 

Reflect on the passage of scripture, use your sermon notes to help refresh what was shared in the sermon, 
and use the following questions to grow deeper with God and His word. 
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How do you see our 
secular world answering 

the same question?

How are you answering 
the question of “who do 

you say Jesus is”?
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How are you able to engage 
in conversation with 

someone who denies the 
Godhead of Jesus?

What heart 
transformation do you see 
happening in Peter from 

our Matthew 16 text to his 
denial of Jesus (Matthew 
26:69-75) to see the risen 

Christ on the seashore 
(John 21)?

What attributes about 
Jesus would you 

personally attach to saying 
who Jesus is? (i.e. He has 

been my source of 
strength)

Some individuals are more 
intellectual/thinkers and 

come to Jesus after 
gaining the necessary  
knowledge. Others are 
more emotional/feelers 
and make a decision to 
follow Jesus because of 

how they are feeling in the 
moment. Think back to 

when you accepted Christ 
and which did you lean 

more towards?
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What are you most 
challenged by this week?

If you accepted Christ as a 
young child, explain the 
knowledge you gained to 
remain a believer as an 

adult. 
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