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QUESTIONING GOD 
WHAT’S IN YOUR HAND? EXODUS 4 

 

What is the point of life? To give God glory. 

(Is 43:6-7; 1 Cor 10:31; Matt 6:9-13; Ph 1:20.) 

So, what do we DO with our lives to acknowledge God’s worth? Give God our… 

1.   _________            
 

A. Moses had all the resources he needed to fulfill God’s calling. Ex 4:2 The Lord said to 
him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff”. 

B. Just because you don’t get as large of a platform for your abilities as someone with a 
greater ability doesn’t mean you don’t give 110% to the platform God does give you. 
(Col 3:23) 

C. God does not deny Moses’ concerns or excuses. (Ex 4:10-13) 

D. Just because you have a concern about what God is calling you to do doesn’t mean 
you don’t do it. God will equip you with the ability or with others who have the 
ability and want to follow your leadership. (Ex 4:14-17) 

E. God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. (Heb 13:20-21) 

F. Moses’ staff is ordinary. Moses’ speaking ability was just ordinary. But with God the 
ordinary becomes extraordinary. Never rule out the ordinary with an extraordinary 
God. 
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2. _______ __  
 
A. Moses had a tumultuous start to life. (Ex 1-2)  

B. Have a good attitude about what you’re learning even if you’re not interested in it 
today. God might want to use it sometime in your future like he did with Moses. 

C. Moses spent 40 years in hiding working as a shepherd in the desert wilderness. The 
desert survival skills Moses honed over 40 years in the desert trained him to lead 
the entire nation of Israel through the desert. 

D. God will turn your mess into a message of hope for others. 

3. _______ __  
A. Part of your limitations might not even be your abilities but your limiting beliefs. 

Your fears. Your low self-esteem. 

B. Your attitude impacts and can determine your success or failure in life. (Pr 17:22) 

C. God calls Moses using a gimmick… a burning bush that burned but wasn’t consumed 
by the fire. (Ex 3:2-4) 

D. “Moses’ story reminds us that one of the clearest marks of God’s call is that it leaves 
us feeling totally inadequate.” Trevor Hudson 

E. Do something (scary!) every day that increases your dependence upon God. And 
doing that, even before you learn of the results, IS a win. You trusted God in the face 
of your inadequacies, anxieties and self doubt… that’s the WIN! 

F. You only live one life. You will find your greatest meaning in life by giving glory and 
worth to God with what you have… in your hand. 

 

BECOME A CHRIST FOLLOWER TODAY 

Admit: Sin 

Believe: Christ died for your sins & rose again 

Choose: To follow Christ 

 

Three Ways to Give 

1. Mail: Christ First Covina 200 N Second Ave Covina, CA. 91723 
2. Online: https://christ-first.org/give-online 
3. Text: (626) 784-4882. Text the amount you’d like to give and follow the prompts. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Y ou may not have much, but what DO you have? With even just a breathe in your 
lungs, God has declared you have purpose. In studying Exodus 4 this week, we are 

entering into the Moses story having already begun. No doubt Moses knew of his birth 
and rescue from the river story, and surely he could see the hand of God in that 
situaGon. Chapter three gives us the personal encounter Moses had with God and the 
burning bush. However, these rather profound moments do not have him convinced 
that he is up for the task the Lord is placing on him. Yet, are we so different? Do we not 
have our own encounters with God or answers to prayer to remember back on to draw 
strength from as well? 
Moses offers up his first set excuses to God, and the Lord responds with a quesGon, 
“what is that in your hand?”. And Moses answers, “a staff”. What was actually in 
Moses’s hand is insignificant. It could have been a robe or bowl or tool. What he held 
was ordinary, but what Moses was about to experience first hand is that ordinary 
becomes extraordinary when God intervenes and steps into the picture. Moses could 
not yet see that this ordinary staff would be used to confront the soothsayers in 
Pharaohs’ court, turn water into blood, bring frogs and lice on the land, release hail and 
thunder, summon an east wind to bring locust across the land, part the waters of the 
Red Sea to allow a great mulGtude of people to walk through and then see the waters 
close over Pharaoh’s army,  bring water forth from a rock to a thirsty people, and 
victory to the Israelite army. It was a sGck, a walking sGck used by a shepherd advanced 
in his years. Trevor Hudson in his book, QuesGons God Asks Us, said it so well: “When 
we make available to God whatever we are holding in our hands, we will always be 
astounded by what God can do with it.”  
In verse 1, Moses brought the excuse of him not being believed. Verses 4 through 9, 
God essenGal says, “watch this”. Certainly God could have chosen another who would 
quesGon less and have fewer excuses than Moses did, but even in this God’s power was 
on display. It wasn’t about what he didn’t have, but what li\le he did have. Had Moses 
been less whiny and a more dynamic personality, perhaps more credit would have 
landed on his shoulders rather than on bringing glory to the Giver of any gi] any of us 
ever possesses.  
When God is working in and through something, it is enough. It was enough when God 
used a donkey with a rebellious prophet (Numbers 
22), when a small jar of oil provide for a widow’s 
needs (2 Kings 4), and when five loaves and two fish 
fed a crowd of 5,000 (Ma\hew 14). 
Chapter 4 should have ended with verse 9, but Moses 
gives yet another excuse to His creator when he brings 
up his inability to speak well.  The second quesGon 
God asks Moses in verse 11 certainly rings more of a 
rebuke than a quesGon to incite thought. Each exit 
door Moses looks to open in an a\empt to get out of 
what’s before him, is closed by God. God is not ledng 
his inadequacies be permission for a dismissal, and 
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Questioning God: Exodus 4 
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1 Then Moses answered, “But behold, 
they will not believe me or listen to my 
voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord did 
not appear to you.’” 2 The Lord said to 
him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, 
“A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the 
ground.” So he threw it on the ground, 
and it became a serpent, and Moses ran 
from it. 4  But the Lord said to Moses, 
“Put out your hand and catch it by the 
tail”—so he put out his hand and caught 
it, and it became a staff in his hand 
5  “that they may believe that the Lord, 
the God of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Again, 
the Lord said to him, “Put your hand 
inside your cloak.” And he put his hand 
inside his cloak, and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 
7  Then God said, “Put your hand back 
inside your cloak.” So he put his hand 
back inside his cloak, and when he took it 
out, behold, it was restored like the rest 
of his flesh. 8  “If they will not believe 
you,” God said, “or listen to the first 
sign, they may believe the latter sign. 9 If 
they will not believe even these two signs 
or listen to your voice, you shall take 
some water from the Nile and pour it on 
the dry ground, and the water that you 
shall take from the Nile will become 
blood on the dry ground.” 
10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my 
Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the 
past or since you have spoken to your 
servant, but I am slow of speech and of 
tongue.” 11  Then the Lord said to him, 
“Who has made man's mouth? Who makes 
him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it 
not I, the Lord? 12 Now therefore go, and 
I will be with your mouth and teach you 
what you shall speak.” 13  But he said, 
“Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 
14  Then the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Moses and he said, “Is 
there not Aaron, your brother, the 
Levite? I know that he can speak well. 
Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and 
when he sees you, he will be glad in his 
heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put 
the words in his mouth, and I will be with 
your mouth and with his mouth and will 
teach you both what to do. 16 He shall 
speak for you to the people, and he shall 
be your mouth, and you shall be as God to 
him. 17 And take in your hand this staff, 
with which you shall do the signs.” 
Exodus 4:1-17



ours aren’t a free pass either.  
A conversaGon that began with a staff, ends with it as well. In verse 17 it 
reads,  And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”. 
One possible interpretaGon of this is to hear the finality of what God is 
saying to Moses, that He had let Moses have his doubts and bring his 
excuses, but now God expects him to go forward, staff in hand and do the 
job. Somewhat like a parent who listens and hears out the child, but 
ulGmately steps in and sets the course for what will take place. Are you 
ready to set aside your disbelief in light of all you know God to be and what 
He has done in your life and the lives of others, and recognize that God is 
going to use you despite your excuses? Good! Now pick up your staff and get 
to it, God’s got a good work for you to do. 

Reflect on the passage of scripture, use your sermon notes to help refresh what was shared in the sermon, 
and use the following questions to grow deeper with God and His word. 
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What platform or ministry 
could you be putting your 

talents towards regardless 
of how big or small your 

What are some excuses 
you’ve used to avoid being 

used by God?

“When we make available to God 
whatever we are holding in our 

hands, we will always be astounded 
by what God can do with it.”  

-Trevor Hudson,  
Questions God Asks us
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How have you asked God 
for proof like Moses did 

when he said they 
wouldn’t believe him?

What is a life experience 
you’ve had that God could 

use as a message?

Share about a shortcoming 
you’ve had that you can 

see now God help you over 
come.
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Who has come alongside 
you, and assisted you the 
way Aaron did for Moses? 

Who else from scripture or 
what passages remind you 

that God takes the 
ordinary and makes it 

extraordinary?

What are you most 
challenged by this week?


	1.   _________
	A. Moses had all the resources he needed to fulfill God’s calling. Ex 4:2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff”.
	B. Just because you don’t get as large of a platform for your abilities as someone with a greater ability doesn’t mean you don’t give 110% to the platform God does give you. (Col 3:23)
	C. God does not deny Moses’ concerns or excuses. (Ex 4:10-13)
	D. Just because you have a concern about what God is calling you to do doesn’t mean you don’t do it. God will equip you with the ability or with others who have the ability and want to follow your leadership. (Ex 4:14-17)
	E. God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. (Heb 13:20-21)
	F. Moses’ staff is ordinary. Moses’ speaking ability was just ordinary. But with God the ordinary becomes extraordinary. Never rule out the ordinary with an extraordinary God.

	2. _______ __
	A. Moses had a tumultuous start to life. (Ex 1-2)
	B. Have a good attitude about what you’re learning even if you’re not interested in it today. God might want to use it sometime in your future like he did with Moses.
	C. Moses spent 40 years in hiding working as a shepherd in the desert wilderness. The desert survival skills Moses honed over 40 years in the desert trained him to lead the entire nation of Israel through the desert.
	D. God will turn your mess into a message of hope for others.

	3. _______ __
	A. Part of your limitations might not even be your abilities but your limiting beliefs. Your fears. Your low self-esteem.
	B. Your attitude impacts and can determine your success or failure in life. (Pr 17:22)
	C. God calls Moses using a gimmick… a burning bush that burned but wasn’t consumed by the fire. (Ex 3:2-4)
	D. “Moses’ story reminds us that one of the clearest marks of God’s call is that it leaves us feeling totally inadequate.” Trevor Hudson
	E. Do something (scary!) every day that increases your dependence upon God. And doing that, even before you learn of the results, IS a win. You trusted God in the face of your inadequacies, anxieties and self doubt… that’s the WIN!
	F. You only live one life. You will find your greatest meaning in life by giving glory and worth to God with what you have… in your hand.
	1. Mail: Christ First Covina 200 N Second Ave Covina, CA. 91723
	2. Online: https://christ-first.org/give-online
	3. Text: (626) 784-4882. Text the amount you’d like to give and follow the prompts.
	Thank you for your generosity!



