
DEVOTIONAL

*DEVOTIONAL: Devoting a rhythm of focused time with God to center your life in God



8 to 15 (Oikos)
Oikos is a Greek term defined as an “extended household.” At any 
point in time, we are surrounded by a unique group of eight to 
fifteen people, with whom we share life most closely. We believe God 
supernaturally and strategically placed you in their lives. The 8 to 15 
(oikos) is the most natural and common environment for evangelism 
and discipleship to take place. In fact, 95% of all believers give credit 
to someone in their oikos for leading them to Jesus. 

So it’s a big deal.
The oikos principle is not a ministry program.  
It’s not an event. 

Actually, oikos is like a worldview, a set of lenses through which you 
can more simply and efficiently plan your day, organize your life, or 
even strategically build a local church. You’ll discover that oikos is 
embedded in the New Testament. Effectively leveraging the oikos 
principle can provide you with a heightened sense of purpose  
and fulfillment, and give you the confidence you lack to make  
an impact for God’s Kingdom in your world!

“And he did not permit him but said to him, ‘Go home 
(oikos) to your friends and tell them how much the Lord 
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.’” 
 ~ Mark 5:19

Complete the included 8 to 15 prayer card. 

Every day you read this devotional, use this card as a prayer 
resource and seek to follow each step on the card.



1

W E E K  1  /  D AY  1

“‘For I know the plans I have for you’, declares the Lord, ‘plans 
to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, 
and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when  
you seek me with all your heart.’” 
  ~ Jeremiah 29:11-13

At Christ First Covina, we have been praying for God’s plan. We believe 
He has given us a vision for the future. We call it “Vision 2022”. God has 
given our church a vision to make a greater impact for Christ in our 
community. We will pray and serve the Lord with all we have to offer, 
in order to see the following metrics by 2022: An increase of regular 
attendance to 600 adults and 200 students/children, as well as the 
celebration of 100 Baptisms. “Every number has a name, and every 
name has a story, every story matters to God.”

Pray today that the Lord will open doors and give you the opportunity 
to actively participate in this vision. Ask God for the faith to step out  
of your comfort zone and into a new realm of commitment for Him.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  1  /  D AY  2

“‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may  
be food in my house. Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty,  
‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven  
and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it.’” 
 ~ Malachi 3:10 

This verse was directed toward Israel within the context of the 
covenant between God and the nation at a time when Israel had 
fallen away from God. This verse, in no sense, implies a guarantee from 
God that those who donate to His cause will be materially blessed. Yet 
within this passage, we find a sound principle. We believe that God 
owns everything, and everything we have is a gift from Him. If we are 
active participants in a congregation who worships Christ, we should 
give back some of what God has provided for us. Christ wants to be 
first in our lives. Undoubtedly, that should include our finances. This 
can be a daunting commitment if we have no plan in place to work 
toward that goal. Fortunately, there are programs like Financial Peace 
University (FPU) available to help give us a formula to get our finances 
in order so we can keep Christ first in this area of our lives.

As you pray today, ask the Lord for wisdom in dealing with those  
areas in your life where Christ may not be number one. If one of  
those areas is in dealing with money consider registering for FPU  
that begins on May 3, 2018. You are welcome to join this 9 week  
class up until week three. For more information or to register:  
goo.gl/LXiGrW

N OT E S :
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W E E K  1  /  D AY  3

“I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will make 
mention of Your righteousness, Yours alone. O God, you have 
taught me from my youth, and I still declare Your wondrous 
deeds. And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not 
forsake me, until I declare your strength to this generation, 
Your power to all who are to come.” 
 ~ Psalms 71:16-18

Christ First is a multi-generational church. As such, we need to honor 
our more mature members. We should listen to their wisdom and thank 
them for their sacrifice, which has laid the solid foundation for who we 
have become today. Each gray hair represents a lesson learned and 
an experience to pass along to help the younger generation see  
God’s strength and power at work in the church.   

As we move toward a new phase in God’s plan for our congregation, 
we must also remember the legacy of those who have passed in 
addition to the contributions made by those who are currently serving. 
These serve as testimony of God’s wisdom in leading our church. Pray 
that the Lord will continue to bless the efforts of all members as we 
move forward. 

N OT E S :
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W E E K  1  /  D AY  4

“Show a gentle attitude toward everyone... Don’t worry about 
anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, 
always asking with a thankful heart. And God’s peace, which 
is far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds safe in union with Christ Jesus.” 
 ~ Philippians 4:5a, 6-7

Sometimes it is much easier to read the Bible and enjoy what it says 
than it is to apply its teaching. “Don’t worry about anything” may 
seem pretty difficult to apply when it seems that there is “more month 
than the paycheck will cover.” We need to have faith to believe that 
if we are wise in our stewardship, that the Lord will reward us for our 
diligence. God says to ask for what we need and even what we want. 
Sometimes the Lord will see fit to give us the desires of our heart in 
addition to our needs. Always at His discretion and timing! Yet, for  
all things provided, we should have a thankful heart and praise the  
One who is the giver of all things good.  

In your prayers today remember to thank God for all you have and  
ask for faith to reach out to someone in need. Do an act of kindness  
in the name of Jesus.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  1  /  D AY  5

“And He gave some to be apostles: and some, prophets: and 
some, evangelists: and some, pastors and teachers: for the 
perfecting of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto 
building up of the body of Christ: till we all attain unto the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God...”  
 ~ Ephesians 4:11-13a

The Lord provides leaders to work on a congregations’ behalf, and to 
focus its members in the direction toward full maturity in Christ. Our 
leaders at Christ First do not take this task lightly. There is much prayer, 
Bible study and discussion, which goes into every significant decision 
to be made. 

Our mandate from Christ is to go into “all the world and present 
the gospel”. Well aware of the fact that the world starts in our own 
neighborhood, our goal as a church will be to reach families with 
young children within a 3-mile radius of our facility. When we observe 
the ripple effect of this type of vision, we will also see the inclusion of 
our extended family members, friends and neighbors. This is a very 
large mission field indeed.

As you pray today, remember our leaders, and pray that the Lord’s 
wisdom and direction will guide their decisions. Pray that we as a 
congregation will rise to support those decisions as we all seek  
to more effectively reach our community for Christ.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  2  /  D AY  1

“This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once 
more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry 
land. I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations 
will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord 
Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the 
Lord Almighty. ‘The glory of this present house will be greater 
than the glory of the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. 
‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the  
Lord Almighty.”  
 ~ Haggai 2: 6-9 

We live in Southern California and there is always the chance that 
there will be shaking in the sea and dry land. Just as the prophet 
spoke of a change of heart in the people of the world following a 
period of earthly shaking, we may encounter a time when the Lord will 
shake up our attitudes and our expectations as well. Our prayer can 
be like that of the prophecy, that He will “fill the house with glory,”  
and that “The glory of this present house will be greater than the  
glory of the former house.” 

As we seek the leading of the Lord in making Christ First Covina an 
inviting and nurturing place to worship for our community, we must 
remember that God has used this church in amazing ways. As we pray, 
we also wait in anticipation for what the Lord will reveal as we move 
forward. While seeking new ways to bring the message of salvation and 
hope to our community, the message will never change. Christ is the only 
way to salvation and to an everlasting relationship with God in heaven. 

Today, pray that the Lord will open your eyes to His glory  

as He works through us to reach the world for Christ. 

N OT E S :
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W E E K  2  /  D AY  2

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and 
power are his. He changes times and seasons; He deposes 
kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and 
knowledge to the discerning. He reveals deep and hidden 
things; He knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with 
Him. I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors: you have 
given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me 
what we asked of you,” 
 ~ Daniel 2:20-23a 

Daniel lived most of his life in great turmoil and uncertainty. He was 
captive in a foreign land, forced to learn lessons that were contrary 
to his beliefs and his upbringing. Yet through it all, he never lost sight 
of who was in charge of his life and ultimately, his destiny. The book of 
Daniel was written when he was an old man looking back on his past 
life with the perspective of time to temper what were certainly some 
very anxious circumstances. Daniel had a faith that he relied on in 
trials, and throughout his life he held fast to the belief that God was  
in charge and had his best interest at heart. 

As we go about our daily lives, we can rest in the assurance that  
God is in charge. We can exercise our faith and trust God to give  
us a future that will be full of blessings. Let us continue to follow  
His leading in this awareness. 

Pray today that the Holy Spirit will come alongside you and uphold  
you as you seek to live a life that is pleasing to God and a good 
example to others. 

N OT E S :
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W E E K  2  /  D AY  3

“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled  
to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 
 ~ Ephesians 3:16-19

Paul, in this passage, is praying that the Lord will strengthen believers 
through the Holy Spirit and empower their faith. Through faith in Christ, 
we are to be rooted and established in love, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people. Christ loved us so much that He sacrificed himself for each 
of us. The provision was made so that all those who place their faith 
and trust in Him can live forever with Him. Since Christ was the perfect 
example for our lives, should we not long to reach into our community, 
seek to love those who are lost, and bring them into a relationship 
with Christ? That is exactly what Christ First Covina has sought to 
accomplish for more than 120 years. Leadership roles and programs 
may change, yet there remains the same calling for us all;  
to win lost souls for Christ.

Pray today that the Holy Spirit will open your heart and mind to 
embrace and love those in our community and your 8 to 15 who  
need Christ and that the Holy Spirit will counsel you with the  
wisdom of God to draw them to Him. 

N OT E S :
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W E E K  2  /  D AY  4

“It is well for us that, amidst all the variableness of life, there is 
One whom change cannot affect; One whose heart can never 
alter, and on whose brow mutability can make no furrows.”  
 ~ Charles Spurgeon

We’ve all heard that change can be a good thing. But as often as 
we hear it, we still struggle with this idea. Why? Probably, because 
“change” can upend our comfort level, leaving us feeling insecure and 
afraid. Change challenges our expectations, our routines and our 
understanding of the world and how we live in it. But there is one who 
does not change, who walks with us in every season of life—no matter 
how easy or difficult.

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows.”  
 ~ James 1:17 

God the Father, Christ in heaven, and the Holy Spirit living in us, give 
us the assurance that no matter what happens in our lives there is a 
constant we can rely on to help steady us in times of uncertainty. 

As you pray today, if there are areas of your life where change is taking 
place or you fear the unknown, ask the Lord to comfort your fears 
and give you strength to face the unknown with boldness and the 
assurance that God is with you every step of your journey. 

N OT E S :
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W E E K  2  /  D AY  5

“You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face 
of an old man, and you shall fear your God: I am the LORD.” 
 ~ Leviticus 19:32

As we embark upon an exciting new chapter in the life of Christ First 
Baptist Church, it is good to remember that we have a long history 
of loving and working together within our community. “Our mission is 
to equip every generation to reach their relational world for Christ.” 
How we do this may change over time. We must stand up and honor 
our past by not losing sight of the legacy of contributions from those 
who have given so much in order to reach the lost in our community. 
At the same time, we must fear (respect) where God is leading in the 
future. Our message will never change — to preach the Good News of 
Gods salvation to a lost world. However, our relational approach may 
change as we seek to effectively reach those who would hear  
our message.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight.” 
 ~ Proverbs 3:5-6

Pray that your heart will seek the will of the Lord as we move forward  
to fulfill His plan for His church here in Covina and the world.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  3  /  D AY  1

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided  
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 ~ 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

The Matthew Henry Bible Commentary gives these verses a somewhat 
more modern take on their meaning… “We should give liberally with an 
open hand and cheerfully, with an open heart, being glad we have the 
ability and opportunity to be charitable.”

The Lord wants us to be cheerful in our giving. He does not want 
us to feel coerced to give. We are directed to give back to God in 
like manner to what we have been given. There is a story about 
an American pastor who was a guest speaker at a small church in 
the Caribbean. When it came time to receive the offering he was 
cautioned by the native pastor to stand back and watch… The 
members of the congregation began to sing and dance and praise 
God as they made their way forward to place their offerings on the 
table. The offerings included everything from chickens to vegetables  
to cooked meals, and a few coins. The visiting pastor was amazed at 
how happy the people seemed to be to give of what they had to the 
Lord’s work. When we give cheerfully, from our hearts, it should be a 
joyous occasion.

Pray today that the Lord will help you decide in your heart what you 
should sacrificially give, on a weekly or monthly basis, to the growth  
of His kingdom in Covina.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  3  /  D AY  2

“I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives  
me strength.” 
 ~ Phil. 4:11b-13 

Paul, in this passage, is thanking the people of the church in Philippi 
for their generosity toward him and his ministry. He goes on to say that 
from the very early days of the church in Philippi they gave generously, 
on a number of occasions, to help him when no other church was 
giving him support. Paul says that he has learned to live in whatever 
circumstances because Christ has given him the strength to be 
content. He was content with what he had been given to live with, but 
he was never content to “rest on his laurels” with his mission. There was 
always one more soul to win for Christ. Paul was able to make a great 
impact for Christ in his world, and far beyond, in part, because of the 
sacrifices of the people of one church. Can the people of Christ First 
Covina be the body of Christ who helps to reach into our world and win 
the lost for the Lord through our sacrifice of time, talents and treasures?

As you pray today, ask the Lord how you can best use your time, 
talents, and treasures to help grow the Kingdom of God in our 
community and the world.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  3  /  D AY  3

“The Lord gives strength to his people;  
the Lord blesses his people with peace.” 
 ~ Psalms 29:11 

In a Bible study by Dr. David Jeremiah entitled, “A Life Beyond 
Amazing,” he talks about the fruit of the Spirit. In the section on peace, 
Dr. Jeremiah says that we must find peace with God through His 
work of salvation. When we trust Christ as our Lord and Savior we are 
forgiven of our sins and are no longer at war with God: We have peace 
with God. Once we make peace with God we can receive peace from 
God. John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you…” 
These are the words of Christ shortly before His death. Christ gives us 
His peace to have a calm spirit even in the worst of times. When we 
have been given peace from God we can have the peace of God 
in our lives. Paul, while a prisoner in Rome, wrote to the Philippians. 
In Phil. 4:6-7 he says “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
If we commit ourselves to Christ we can have the peace of God in our 
lives and feel His presence even in the most trying times.

In your prayer today, lay your anxieties on Christ and ask Him 
to give you the peace of God in your heart.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  3  /  D AY  4

“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ’What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after 
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 ~ Matthew 6:31-33 

Christ tells us not to worry about our daily wellbeing. To some, the 
commandment to “not worry about food or drink or clothing, for God 
will provide.” May seem a bit like the “name it and claim it” philosophy 
of some, which might say that we don’t have to worry about anything, 
but “ just tell God what we need and He will make it happen.” God is 
not our personal concierge who will provide for our every desire. The 
passage in Matthew includes this line, “Seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness…” Just what does that mean in biblical context? 

“We are to seek the things of God as a priority over the things of the 
world. Seeking salvation inherent in the kingdom of God is of greater 
value than all of the world’s riches. Does this mean that we should 
neglect the reasonable and daily duties that help sustain our lives? 
Certainly not. But for the Christian, there should be a difference in 
attitude toward them.

As believers seeking His salvation, living in obedience to Him, and 
sharing the good news of the kingdom with others— We establish 
God’s business as the priority. The Father will take care of our business 
as He promised—and if that’s the arrangement, where is worrying?” 
(gotquestions.org)

In your prayer today, ask the Lord for wisdom in seeking the things  
of His kingdom, and how you can apply the teaching to your life.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  3  /  D AY  5

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 ~ Doxology, Thomas Ken

The Doxology is a well known praise song used by many churches to 
end their church services each week. It was written in the late 1600’s 
by an Anglican Bishop, Thomas Ken. It was written during a time of 
great political and religious upheaval in Europe. The words draw our 
attention to the fact that everyone and everything in heaven and  
on earth is directed to praise God.

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd 
said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied,  
“if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” Luke 19:38-40 

We are living in a time of political upheaval in our own country. We see 
politicians make wise and unwise decisions on our behalf which may 
have repercussions for generations to come. In spite of all of these 
temporal decisions made on our behalf, we can continue to praise 
God for the blessings He has given us. We can rest in the knowledge 
that our ultimate reward does not end with our life here on earth.  
As Christians, we have an eternal reward with Christ in heaven  
with no strife or upheaval.

In your prayer today remember to praise God for all that  
you have and all the blessing yet to come.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  4  /  D AY  1

“Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; the Lord 
delivers them in times of trouble. The Lord protects and 
preserves them—they are counted among the blessed  
in the land…” 
 ~ Psalm 41:1-2a 

This Psalm begins with a blessing for those who help, or have regard 
for, the weak. Today we can find a direct application in reference 
toward the homeless in our community, or those who are being taken 
advantage of by someone in authority or almost anyone who is  
having a difficult time. There is a tremendous blessing in seizing  
the opportunity to go out of our way to be of assistance to them. 

The passage goes on to say that those who help the weak or less 
fortunate will receive help when trouble finds them. Life does not come 
in neat little packages. Our lives will come with some down times when 
we need a helping hand. That helping hand does not always mean 
material gifts; it may come by way of a kind word at a disappointing 
time or a shoulder to cry on when there is a loss. The passage goes on 
to say that “The Lord protects and preserves them—they are counted 
among the blessed in the land...”. If we help those around us who are 
weak, the Lord will provide for us when we need help. That can be a 
very comforting thought….

In your prayer today ask the Lord to show you a way to help someone 
around you who may be weak and in need of encouragement  
in some way.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  4  /  D AY  2

“Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when 
you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised. ‘For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will 
come, and will not delay. But my righteous one shall live by 
faith; and if he shrinks back, my soul will have no pleasure in 
him.’ But we are not those who shrink back to destruction,  
but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.” 
 ~ Hebrews 10:35-39 

 The writer of Hebrews, in this passage, is telling us to press on in our 
faith. We need to “retain our confidence” Other translations employ 
the word, “courage.” With endurance, we must pursue the reward that 
Christ will have for us when we have done the will of God. The runner 
who trains for a long-distance race, such as the marathon, does not 
run for a few miles and then “calls it quits.” The runner seeks to find 
the appropriate pace in order to allow them to complete the entire 
distance. There is a learning process in the hardship of running mile 
after mile in training so they will finish their race when the appropriate 
time comes. It is a lesson of endurance. The Christian life has many 
parallels to running. We need to continue to train by reading the bible, 
being active at church and being about God’s work. We need to build 
up our endurance, continue to run the race, and receive the prize that 
Christ has for us at the end, eternal life with Him in glory.

In your prayer today, ask the Lord to provide opportunities and guide 
you in ways so you build your endurance in the faith, and bear witness 
to those you meet.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  4  /  D AY  3

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, He 
refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me.” 
 ~ Psalm 23:1-4 

“Historians will probably call our era ‘the age of anxiety.’ Anxiety is the 
natural result when our hopes are centered in anything short of God 
and His will for us.” In 1965, when Billy Graham wrote these words, it 
would have been difficult to predict what would happen in our world 
in the next 60 plus years. We do, in fact, live in very anxious times. It is 
very easy to let our fears overcome us and cause us to live a life robbed 
of God’s peace and blessings. On the other hand, we can also share in 
the assurance of David, that God will guide us “along the right paths for 
his name’s sake”. When King David wrote the 23rd Psalm it was probably 
in his later years, when he could look back at his life with a quiet 
confidence knowing that no matter what his circumstances, the Lord 
would bring him through. This Psalm presents a great word picture of a 
quiet, peaceful setting in which we can share David’s calm assurance 
that God can refresh our soul even in the darkest of times. The Lord will 
protect us and watch over us, just as a shepherd watches over his flock.

In your prayer today ask the Lord to quiet your heart and give  
you the courage to center your hopes on God and His will for you.

Isaiah 30:15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel,  
… in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength

N OT E S :
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W E E K  4  /  D AY  4

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay 
down my life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord.” 
 ~ John 10:14-18 

Jesus, in John 10, talks about being the good shepherd and being 
the one who will lay down his life for his flock. He says there are other 
sheep that are not yet in his flock, but they will listen to his voice and 
come. When Christ was resurrected, He said he was leaving, but would 
send the Holy Spirit to dwell in those who believe. That spirit is God in 
us. We are instructed to go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to the lost. The world begins at our back door. Christ has given us His 
power, through the Holy Spirit, to boldly tell those who are lost about 
the salvation and eternal life available to them if they only place their 
trust in Christ. We may be the only example of Christ that some people 
will ever see. We are to be a “Christ like” example to those around us. 

Take a moment to examine how you are living your life. On a daily basis 
does your life mirror what Christ exemplifies? Life can be a difficult 
experience at times, we cannot live it on our own, thus we need to ask 
the Lord to give us the strength, wisdom and endurance to live a life 
that would be pleasing to Christ; a life that will cause non-believers  
to say “whatever they have, I want it.”

In your prayer today ask the Lord to give you the strength to live  
your life in a Christ pleasing manner, no matter what circumstances  
you may face today, or any day.

N OT E S :
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W E E K  4  /  D AY  5

“Remember this my dear friends! Everyone must be quick to 
listen, but slow to speak and slow to become angry. Human 
anger does not achieve God’s righteous purpose.” 
 ~ James 1: 19-20

Do you ever remember winning an argument or changing someone’s 
mind by getting angry and yelling? Usually what happens is both 
parties dig in their heels and refuse to listen, even if the other person’s 
point of view has merit.

God’s word tells us to be quick to listen. I believe that can apply to 
listening to God as well. Maybe we should spend time listening to what 
God is trying to communicate to us through His word, our prayers and 
maybe what other people say. Many times we are stubborn and want 
our way simply because “that is the way we have always done it.” Many 
of us do not embrace change well; we are afraid of the unknown. We 
love our routine; the comfort it offers, which is predictable and stable. 
We can view change in two ways. One is to approach it with suspicion 
and fear and possibly anger, because it is upsetting our status quo. 
The second way is to optimistically look forward to what the Lord has 
in store for us through a change in our lives. We can approach the 
unknown with a sense of adventure and awe, and look forward to 
where the Lord is leading. Maybe, just maybe, God has a better plan. 

Take time to read Gods word and pray that you will be open to new 
ideas and that you will have the faith to trust God to provide whatever 
He is asking from you. Pray that the Lord will quiet your fears and give 
you strength to move forward into the unknown.

Continue in your responsibility to grow spiritually with the Lord every 
day. There are many Christian devotionals at www.christianbook.com 
or online at www.bible.com.

N OT E S :



8to15
THE WORLD
IS SMALLER
THAN YOU THINK

8 to 15 PEOPLE
5 SIMPLE STEPS

1 POWERFUL REALITY
95 PERCENT OF ALL BELIEVERS

PLACED THEIR FAITH IN JESUS PRIMARILY
BECAUSE OF SOMEONE IN THEIR OIKOS

…so let’s be intentional!
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“Go home to your own
people and tell them
how much the Lord
has done for you, and
how he has had mercy
on you.” — MARK 5:19

STEP 1:

LIST
your oikos, those 8-15 
people with whom you 
have developed, are 
developing or maybe 
should develop  
relational equity.

STEP 2:

PRAY
daily for your oikos, that 
each would sense God’s 
presence in their lives and 
be open to His love.

STEP 3:

INVEST
in your oikos—watch for 
appropriate ways to be 
God’s instrument, as He 
calls them to Himself and 
transforms  
their lives.

STEP 4:

INVITE
them to church regularly 
and thoughtfully, as God 
opens doors of opportunity.

STEP 5:

PREPARE
to become a better
example of faith in Christ 
as well as a more effective
witness of His grace.

PRE-CHRISTIANS
Those who have not yet placed their faith in Jesus.

1.  ���������������������������������������

2.  ��������������������������������������

3.  ��������������������������������������

4.  ��������������������������������������

PRODIGALS
Believers who are not actively pursuing their faith.

5.  ��������������������������������������

6.  ��������������������������������������

7.  ���������������������������������������

8.  ��������������������������������������

PURPOSEFULS
Believers who actively pursue their faith.
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11.  �������������������������������������

12.  �������������������������������������

POTENTIALS
Those who seem to be showing up on my life’s 
front burner more often than in the past.
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