
Going Public 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Baptism (Gk “Baptizo”) = to dip, immerse, wash, submerge 
 
Transliteration: When you take a word from one language, and instead of 
translating it, you take the letters of the original language and you transfer 
those letters into a different language. 
 
Greek letters: βαπτίζω, English letters: Baptize 
 
“βαπτίζω”: In the first century it wasn’t a deeply religious word, it was a very 
common word. (Mark 7:4; Luke 11:38) 
 
βαπτίζω was used to describe the ceremonial washing when someone came 
into the Jewish faith and left their gentile (non-Jewish) life and faith behind. 
 
GOING PUBLIC 
People went public identifying with John the Baptist’s message he was 
preaching. (John 1:19-32) 
 
Baptism had never been done in public before. John was drawing such large 
crowds that the religious leaders went to investigate. 
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John baptized to reveal Jesus Christ to Israel. (John 1:31) 
 
Jesus comes down to the river to have John βαπτίζω him. (Mat 3:13-17) John 
the sinner baptizes the sinless (1 Peter 2:22; Heb 4:15; 2 Cor 5:21) Son of God 
who came to take away the sin of the world. 
 
One of the duties of the priests in the Old Testament was to present the 
sacrifices before the Lord. John the Baptist’s parents were of the Aaronic 
priestly line (Luke 1:5). John the Baptist’s baptism of Jesus could be seen as 
a priestly presentation of the Ultimate Sacrifice. 
 
What is the purpose of Baptism? 

1. Baptism is a public declaration of a new association with Christ’s death/

resurrection (Rom 6:3-4) and His body (church). 1 Cor 12:13 

2. Baptism is a personal declaration of a new association. (Acts 2:37-38) 

3. Baptism is not a condition of salvation; it is evidence of salvation. (Mark 

16:16, Acts 2:41) 
 
We lean towards full immersion. That’s Jesus’ example (Mark 1:10) and the 
literal definition of βαπτίζω. The mode can change in exceptional 
circumstances. (Ex: health reasons) 
 
 Benefit of getting baptized publicly in one of our church services: 

1. Your 8to15 are likely to come watch and experience connecting with our 

church. 

2. God will speak to and inspire someone through your testimony. 

3. Your church family loves to celebrate with you. 
 

Is Jesus’ teaching on Baptism 
enough for you to be baptized? 

 

Next Baptism Class 
March 31 @ 9am 
April 7 @ noon 

 
Become a Christ Follower Today 

Admit: Sin  
Believe: Cross  

Choose: To follow Christ 
 

 

John baptized to reveal Jesus Christ to Israel. (John 1:31) 
 
Jesus comes down to the river to have John βαπτίζω him. (Mat 3:13-17) John 
the sinner baptizes the sinless (1 Peter 2:22; Heb 4:15; 2 Cor 5:21) Son of God 
who came to take away the sin of the world. 
 
One of the duties of the priests in the Old Testament was to present the 
sacrifices before the Lord. John the Baptist’s parents were of the Aaronic 
priestly line (Luke 1:5). John the Baptist’s baptism of Jesus could be seen as 
a priestly presentation of the Ultimate Sacrifice. 
 
What is the purpose of Baptism? 

1. Baptism is a public declaration of a new association with Christ’s death/

resurrection (Rom 6:3-4) and His body (church). 1 Cor 12:13 

2. Baptism is a personal declaration of a new association. (Acts 2:37-38) 

3. Baptism is not a condition of salvation; it is evidence of salvation. (Mark 

16:16, Acts 2:41) 
 
We lean towards full immersion. That’s Jesus’ example (Mark 1:10) and the 
literal definition of βαπτίζω. The mode can change in exceptional 
circumstances. (Ex: health reasons) 
 
 Benefit of getting baptized publicly in one of our church services: 

1. Your 8to15 are likely to come watch and experience connecting with our 

church. 

2. God will speak to and inspire someone through your testimony. 

3. Your church family loves to celebrate with you. 
 

Is Jesus’ teaching on Baptism 
enough for you to be baptized? 

 

Next Baptism Class 
March 31 @ 9am 
April 7 @ noon 

 
Become a Christ Follower Today 

Admit: Sin  
Believe: Cross  

Choose: To follow Christ 
 

 



FAQ - Baptism at Christ First Covina 
 
Can anyone baptize another person? 
Any Christ follower can baptize another with the approval and oversight of 
the staff and/or elders. 
 
Do I have to share my story (testimony)  publicly from the platform? 
This is not required but is a possibility if A. You would like to. B. You are able 
to speak with clarity. C. There is enough time in the service to do so. At 
minimum we will publish your testimony in the bulletin with your picture so 
all 3 services can celebrate what God is doing. 
 
When do baptisms take place? 
Baptisms can typically take place on any Sunday. We offer the baptism class 
three times a year. We can also accommodate people at other times. 
Baptisms take place at least two weeks following the class to allow for prep 
time. 
 
I want to get baptized. What’s next? 

A. Let us know. Mark your connection card or contact the church office 
and let us know what service and what date you would like to be 
baptized. 

B. Attend the baptism class. This will confirm you understand what 
baptism is and is not, plus you will have your questions answered. In 
class we take your picture, provide baptism invitations, testimony 
help and logistical details. 

C. Meet with a Pastor to review your testimony. A staff member will 
help finalize details of your testimony. You don’t have to be a great 
writer so don’t worry about that. We will make suggestions and help 
you put in writing what God has done in your life. 
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Community Group Discussion Questions  
Baptism 

 
Icebreaker: How many different situations can you list that people make 
public announcements about? (i.e. getting married) 
 
Read John 1:29-34 
Jesus was without sin, therefore what significance do you see in Jesus 
participating in the act of baptism? 
 
 
 
List some of the reasons people would put off being baptized. 
 
 
 
Read Mark 16:16; Matthew 28:19-20 
With the clear commands of these verses, what would your conversation 
with a reluctant to be baptized believer be? 
 
 
 
Read Acts 2:38-41; 8:35-38; 16:31-34 
What do these verses say about the timing and knowledge needed to be 
baptized? 
 
 
 
How does that challenge any beliefs you have regarding when someone 
should be baptized? 
 
 
 
What aspects of baptism might be confusing that need clarifying for 
someone who is considering baptism? 
 
 
 
If you’ve been baptized, how will you use your story to encourage others to 
obediently follow the example of Christ? 
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