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Luke 2:52 says that Jesus grew “in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and man.”  The first of those, 
wisdom, is not the same as knowledge, but the two often work together, which means that wisdom—in part—is shaped 
by the life of the mind.  This list is built around the ongoing need to “grow” our minds.   Some entries are recent 
publications, others recognized classics in a variety of genres and on a variety of topics. 

When we read, we must remember that no author gets it all “right”—even ones we like, and that the authors or 
works we find most challenging can often be the very ones we need to wrestle with the most.  In every instance, we 
need to read carefully and discerningly. 

So, read on, read well, and enjoy! 

 

Celebration of Discipline, by Richard Foster.  To be a disciple is to be disciplined (notice the connection between those 
two words).  In his classic work on spiritual disciplines, Foster shares the value of things like prayer, fasting, meditation, 
study, confession, worship, and celebration—all with an eye toward lives transformed by Jesus Christ. 

The Cost of Discipleship, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  No sentence captures the essence of this classic by the German 
Lutheran pastor and martyr than this:  “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  First published during the 
Nazi rule of Germany, Bonhoeffer explores the nature of grace, discipleship, suffering and the cross, and the Church. 

Crime and Punishment, by Fyodor Dostoyevsky.  This classic Russian novel, set in one of the most turbulent periods of 
Russian history (the 1860s), centers on the agonizing and transforming experience of an impoverished student named 
Raskolnikov.  Read carefully and you’ll see a complex psychological drama with theological and spiritual issues in play. 

Emotionally Healthy Discipleship, by Peter Scazzero.  If there’s one theme that runs throughout Scazzero’s work, it’s 
being before doing, with a vision of discipleship that goes beyond the surface to deeply transformed lives and challenges 
us look at things like limits, grief, and weakness as gifts to be valued rather than merely obstacles to be overcome. 

Fighting Forward, by Hannah Brencher.  Much of what Brencher writes comes from her own experience living with 
depression and fear.  In a series of 27 short, engaging essays, she offers observations and experiences from her own life 
about prayer, rest, forgiveness, serving others, persistence, and many other topics. 

God & Churchill, by Jonathon Sandys and Wallace Henley.  Co-authored by one of Sir Winston’s great grandsons, God & 
Churchill offers both a spiritual biography and a new perspective on one of the Twentieth Century’s greatest men, 
including how his sense of Divine Destiny changed his world and can offer hope for our own. 

I Am a Church Member, by Thom S. Rainer.  This short volume walks through six “pledges” that are important for 
anyone who is part of a local church to take seriously.  Underlying them all is a need to reorient the way many of us look 
at the church, from a culturally shaped, consumer-oriented attitude to a biblically shaped servant attitude. 

Ordering Your Private World, by Gordon MacDonald.  Massive responsibilities at home, work, and even church have 
brought many good people to the verge of collapse, and MacDonald offers timeless, practical advice on keeping our 
inner, private worlds ordered and healthy amidst the pressures which our “outer” or “public” worlds often impose.   



Peace Child, by Don Richardson.  Peace Child is the gripping and true story of bringing the gospel to an isolated tribe in 
what was then Netherlands New Guinea in the early 1960s.  It traces Don and Carol Richardsons’ adventure of seeing 
headhunting cannibals who valued treachery more than almost anything else become followers of Jesus Christ. 

People To Be Loved:  Why Homosexuality Is Not Just an Issue, by Preston Sprinkle.  Issues of human sexuality an in its 
beauty, complexity, and messiness swirl around us every day.  Sprinkle addresses a variety of issues related to same-sex 
attraction, including biblical teaching and what our posture should be toward those who struggle with these issues. 

Pia Desideria, by Philip Jacob Spener.  This work by a 17th Century German Lutheran pastor spurred the renewal 
movement that led to the Covenant.  Pia Desideria (Pious Desire) expresses Spener’s concern for the Church, its ministry, 
and its leaders.  Even after more than three centuries, it still offers valuable insights for Christians and Christian ministry. 

The Practice of the Presence of God, by Brother Lawrence (Whitaker House, 1982). For three hundred years, this short 
classic has blessed followers of Jesus by both encouraging and challenging them to live continuously in the presence of 
God, regardless of activity or circumstance.   

Practicing Greatness:  7 Disciplines of Extraordinary Spiritual Leaders, by Reggie McNeal.  McNeal addresses the false 
assumption that aspiring to greatness and humility are incompatible.  Instead, he challenges us to develop both through 
specific disciplines.  While the focus is on spiritual leadership, there are lessons for every leader, regardless of role. 

The Screwtape Letters, by C. S. Lewis.  Written by the great Oxford and Cambridge don as a series of somewhat light-
hearted letters from a more senior demon named Screwtape to his younger “nephew” and apprentice, Wormwood, The 
Screwtape Letters explores the subtle and often imperceptible ways that demons work against us. 

The Secular Creed, by Rebecca McLaughlin.  You may have noticed signs in your neighborhood extoling what people in 
that household “believe”—things like “Black Lives Matter” and “Love is love.”  In this short but penetrating volume, 
McLaughlin examines what she calls the “secular creed” using biblical teaching, solid research, and careful thought. 

Sticky Faith, by Kara Powell and Chap Clark.  Although written primarily for parents of teens and youth workers, there 
are insights and ideas for all parents, and for those who serve younger kids as well.  There are significant thoughts about 
how to increase the likelihood that the faith kids learn about at a young age will “stick” with them for the long haul. 

Surprised by Hope, by N. T. Wright.  This book by one of the world’s leading biblical scholars and churchmen challenges 
us to reclaim the historic importance of The Resurrection, and to reassess many of our assumptions about not only life 
after death, but also life before it. 

Surprised By Joy, by C. S. Lewis.  This autobiographical work traces Lewis’ own journey from atheism to Christianity. 

That Sounds Fun, by Annie F. Downs.  These fast-reading, short essays by the best-selling author, speaker and podcaster 
are about having fun—and a lot more.  In what’s described as “whimsical vulnerability,” Downs gets at deeper issues like 
friendship, self-image, perseverance, grief, and just slowing down. 

Uncommon Ground, edited by Timothy Keller and John Inazu.  Keller and Inazu write that pluralism in America and 
other Western nations has produced “deep and irresolvable differences over the things that matter most.”  This 
collection of essays by ten different writers shares stories of how each one seeks to live faithfully as a follower of Jesus.   


