
A sermon delivered on Sunday 
17th Jan 2021 

Preaching the Kingdom of  God 
and Healing the Sick  

Read Luke 9. 1-6 
‘It still depends on divine power and provision’ 

INTRODUCTION 
When you compare current societies to the previous and more ancient generations there is 
clearly a marked differences regarding attitude towards basic fundamental traditions. Things 
that were a taboo to even mention in private conversations today, such things are published in 
News papers and National TV. Turning to a typical case in the Bible that immediately, comes 
to mind regarding God’s leader, Joshua, the man who took over leadership after Moses. After 
Joshua’s victory over Jericho, this man of God made a declaration that no man should build 
Jericho and that the person who builds it will lay its foundation with his first born and 
complete it gates with his youngest child (Joshua 6.26). Nobody dared disobeyed this decree 
of Joshua, but after a long period during the reign of king Ahab, who was a symbol of evil 
and inspired people to do evil against God, Hiel of Bethel, built Jericho and it happened 
exactly, as Joshua had declared (1Ki 16.34).  

This condition in some way has affected the way some people think about how to do God’s 
work in terms of reaching out to people with God’s word and people becoming truly born 
again. In some cases people have not seen true conversion for a long time such that people 
are beginning to believe it is not possible for people to be born again and completely, sold out 
to God except they use some kind of material effects. So, today, we try to use music, light 
effects, and all kinds of atmospheres to get people’s attention to be saved from sin, to get 
them into the kingdom of God. Some people have concluded that to win the lost we need to 
dress like them. So some people have done away with formal clothing in the pulpit and have 
adopted casual styles. The truth however is that Jesus did not provide any of these 
approaches. To preach the good news of the kingdom, Jesus provided God’s power and 
encouraged trust in God’s provision. That is the message Luke presents us in Luke 9.1-6.  

That is, To preach God’s kingdom effectively and to heal the sick, you need to rely solely, on 
God’s power and to trust him to meet your needs when actively sharing the good news. 

Big Idea: ‘To proclaim God’s kingdom and to heal the sick you need God’s 
power and trust in his provision.’ 
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How does Luke presents this message?  

MAIN 
A. Jesus gives disciples power and authority. 
“…he called his twelve disciples…” (1): 
The word ‘called’ is important because, if you are a good student of the Bible, 
you already know that each of the twelve apostles of Jesus had been called by 
Jesus. None of them had sneaked in without Jesus’ notice. He hand picked them 
personally and in Matthew 4.19, when he called Peter and Andrew, he 
specifically said, follow me and I will make you fishers of men. So, in this 
calling of the disciples in Luke 9.1, we can see that it is the result of some deep 
thinking or thoughts that has been taking place in the divine mind of God. The 
calling was to announced a decision the Godhead had made long time ago. This 
point is made to establish that what we are about to read is not some casual 
occurrence, some experiment Jesus was making but the execution of a divine 
decision. Prior to this period, the apostles have been only observing Jesus 
preach and heal, now it’s their turn. But Jesus is very good, he does not drop 
them at the deep end, he carefully shows the way. He does not leave the apostles 
to find out what works. By what Jesus does here in this text, he shows them.   

“gave them power and authority over all devils and to cure diseases.” (1): 
Power: 
The original word (Greek) is dunamis, which in this context means ‘ability’ or  
to be able to do something,’ or the possession of the means to do something, 
which has reference to attitude or willingness to do something. So, when you 
have the means to do something we say you have power. Every living thing in 
the universe then have power (ability or the means to do something). Power 
therefore is a principle or a fundamental rule or law for all living things in the 
universe. In other words, power is an essential commodity to get things done.  

But there are different levels of power. What Jesus does Luke 9.1 shows that 
human power cannot bring another human being into God’s kingdom. See the 
conversation between the young rich man and Jesus in Mat 19.16-26, where 
Jesus declares that God’s power succeeds where human power fails.  

God’s power that causes humans to hear (Joh 6.44). Human power is limited, it 
can shout as much as it likes, but it cannot break the power of darkness but 
God’s power can. It breaks the hold of darkness or evil and ushers into the light 
to enable hearing of the truth.  
That is why Jesus gave the disciples power over all devils and to cure diseases.  
Further in Luk 24.44-49 and Act 1.8 Jesus instructs the disciples to preach but 
he asks them to wait for the promise of the father, which the Holy Spirit that 
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brings power to the disciples. Which we see it in full manifestation in Act 
4.7-12, 33; 6.8, 10). Peter speaking boldly about Christ by the Spirit and 
Stephen likewise speaking boldly. The apostle Paul who comes into the faith 
later on also testifies of the same power Christ promised working through him 
and bringing the Gentiles to obedience in Christ - Rom 15.18-19.    

God gives power to humans to overcome the power of darkness - it shows in the 
willingness and attitude to subdue these unholy spirits and their activities, is a 
manifestation of the power of Christ in the believer. The next thing he gave was 
authority. 
  
Authority:   
The original ‘exousia’ can be understood as ‘the right to do something’ or the 
‘permission to do something.’ It is similar to granting someone to do something 
on behalf of another or being given the right to do something under law. You 
have authority (permission or right) to drive a car on the street if you have 
passed your driving test. You may have the ability to drive but until you have 
the authority, permission by passing your test, you cannot drive. So, here Jesus 
gave them both power (the ability) and authority (the right or permission). The 
purpose for the power and authority is to overcome all devil and diseases. 

over all devils:  
As noted earlier, the power and authority was to overcome all devils and 
diseases. Notice that this power and authority was not just for the 12 apostles. 
Later, Jesus sent another group of 70 in Luke 10, to preach and heal. Listen to 
what Jesus said to this group: I have given you ‘authority’ (right) to trample 
over all the power of the enemy - Luk 10.19.  
After Jesus rose from the dead and message could only reach out to the apostles 
- he met them and empowered them (he gave power and authority) to go and 
teach all nations (Mat 28.16-20).  
Now, what was the main reason for the giving the power and authority to the 
disciples? It was to preach the kingdom and heal the sick.   

B. Jesus sends disciples to preach and heal the sick. 
The kingdom of God is the focus of the whole Bible. However, it becomes very 
popular when you listen to the preaching of John the Baptist and Jesus. Just in 
the book of Luke alone we can have a very good idea of Jesus’ teaching 
regarding the kingdom of God.  

“The kingdom of God (2)” according to Luke:  
1.The kingdom of God is an everlasting, it shall reign forever - Luk 1.33 
2.Only the humble and poor in spirit can be part of God’s - Luk 18.16-17; 
Luk 6.20 
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3.The least person in the kingdom of God is greater than John the Baptist, 
(Luk 7.28). because he/she has received a new nature by the Spirit. - John 
1.1-5. 
4.God meets the needs of those who make his kingdom their first priority 
in life - Luk 12.29-31; Luk 18.24-25, 28-30.  
5. Jesus taught that healing the sick and casting out devils are 
manifestations of the presence of the kingdom of God - Luk 10.9; 11.20. 
6.The kingdom of God first begins in the heart, but it must be prayed – 
Luk 17.20-21; 11.2. Someone might say I did not pray for it, but it came 
into my heart, well, someone was praying for you.   
7.The kingdom of God always begins small, but when it gets the attention 
it needs it becomes great and blesses others - Luk 13. 18-21. 
8.Jesus warned about three things concerning the kingdom: those who 
take the kingdom lightly; those who seek to please people instead of God; 
and those who esteem money more than God’s kingdom - Luk 13.24-29; 
Luk 9.62; Luk 16.14-16. 
9.The king of the kingdom expects kingdom citizens to use their talents to 
advance the kingdom -Luk 19.11-15. 
10. Mass confusion, distress and fear in the nations of the world, is clue 
that the visible manifestation of the kingdom is near - Luk 21.25-26, 31. 

What did he mean by preaching the kingdom of God? 

“To preach the kingdom of God,” (2): 
To preach in this context or sense means to publish or proclaim openly 
something which has been done or to be done. To preach always the suggestion 
of formality, seriousness and an authority which must be listened to and obeyed. 

What did preaching the kingdom involve? 
First, it involved calling people to repent because the kingdom of God (Matthew 
used because he’s Jew) has come - Mat 4.17. To repent mean to change mind 
from one thing to another. In this case dependence upon man’s systems which is 
disappointing to the ways of God.  
The disciples were first told to preach to the Jews who were expecting the 
kingdom of God. Hence the phrase, command to preach saying the kingdom of 
God is near” Mat 10.7. Was this all the preaching? 
No, it was about all that the disciples had heard from Jesus - that is, they were to 
preach or make public what they have heard from Jesus in private - Mat 10.27. 
Jesus proclaimed the good news concerning God’s kingdom - Luk 8.1.  

Secondly, what is the message like? It is like what Jesus described in Luke 
4.18-19 
1. It is about publishing God’s good news to the poor  
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2. Announcing God’s forgiveness in Christ to those who are prisoners of sin 
3. Exposing God’s truth so that those in darkness can see the light 
4. Practically or personally forgiving those who have been crushed by the cruel 
oppression of sin. 
5. To announce to people that God wants to save them.  
6. Also, it is to announce to people that refusing Jesus means preparing to meet 
Him as a JUDGE and no longer as saviour - Act 10.42. 

Jesus did not send them away just after giving them power. He also gave them 
some conditions for their missions. 

C. Jesus gives disciples conditioned for missions. 
The instruction was,  
“Take nothing for the journey” (3): 
Notice that what was forbidden were  
1. many walking sticks (one was allowed - Mar 6.8) 
2. a scrip (that is a leather bag to put things in) 
3. bread (food in the bag) - the preacher is worthy of his labour. 
4. money (to buy food or others) 
5. extra clothing.  
The reason for the no food bag, food or money was because Jesus had explained 
who they were to approach in a city when they went out to preach (Mat 
10.11-13). 
Luke does not say this because his purpose of writing was not to explain these 
but to make another point. What is this point? That to preach the kingdom of 
God and heal the sick, they needed spiritual provision investment and not 
material provision. To preach the kingdom of God, Jesus teaching is that 
disciples must not trust God to provide and not burden themselves, with so 
many goods: staves, gag and food. They must also avoid extra clothing, which 
early travellers often used to cover themselves when they had to sleep in the 
open air at night and were at the mercy of the elements.      

“…a testimony against them.” (5): 
The expression ‘a testimony against them…’ suggests that when believers 
proclaim, preach, announce and publish the good news of the kingdom of God 
and people reject the message (which people would), the only action they are 
required to perform is to shake the dust off their feet. Nothing should be taken 
personal. Indicating that the results of a faithful commitment to the commission 
of Christ should be left to God to judge. Disciples of Christ Jesus should not 
take the rejection of their message personal (this is a principle). 

Testimony against them means judgment - The preaching of the kingdom is not 
neutral. It is not if you like accept and if you don’t that is okay. No! those who 
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refuse the good news of the kingdom - await the judgment of God upon them. 
This is not to scare, but to state the truth. The final point Luke makes in this 
section of the chapter is that the formula Jesus gave the disciples worked. They 
were successful in their mission, see verse 6.  

D. Disciples accomplish the mission of Jesus. 
“…they went preaching and healing everywhere” (6): 
The statement indicate that the provision of of Jesus for advancing the kingdom 
of God is enough, adequate and sufficient achieving the kingdom purpose. The 
disciples of went with Jesus’ provision preached and healed the sick. They were 
successful. They sent good news to people in the various towns and healed their 
sicknesses.  
Jesus’ provision is enough. 

Our calling is not simply to cast our burden, it is also to follow, and to publish 
the good news of God’s kingdom - first to speak well of him as king and his 
excellent rule.  
From what we have considered so far, we see that there is power for preaching 
or advancing God’s kingdom. Let’s receive focus on this power and lets get men 
and women into the kingdom. 
Also, let’s not depend upon the human devices but upon God’s power and 
provision alone.  

Prayer: Lord, thank you for this truth, I accept this truth and I change my mind 
on any other view I have had.  
I also pray that your kingdom will manifest in the hearts of all the people in my 
world that they will open to your truth. Amen! 
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