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ENGAGE WITH GOD’S PURPOSE 
God wants us to engage with his purpose when we pray.  

Luke 11.1-13 
I need to engage with God’s Purpose 

Introduction  
The issue of disengagement in school classrooms has been well identified, 
but it keep increasing. Teacher’s are under pressure to strengthen their 
classroom management skills.  But the problem is not so much because what 
teachers are delivering are not relevant, but because the students have 
different interests and they rather pursue those interests. This is a human 
problem, which has become increasingly difficult to deal with especially in 
this age of technology. The Problem as mentioned is a human problem, by 
this I mean people want to follow their own agenda, this shows us up when 
it comes to people relating with the SOVEREIGN God in prayer. 
Unfortunately, approaching God with your own agenda does not work, 
because God whose name is spelt GOD and not DOG (to be dragged along) 
is the KING and his agenda must reign. He wants us to engage with his 
purpose when we approach him in prayer. Why?

The Practice of Prayer is not Unique in Scripture 
Praying is a practice that is well established in the Christian faith.  
The early believers prayed and we see how they prevailed in their prayers: 
1. Abraham and Moses: Praying for sinners (Genesis 18:16-33) (Numbers 14:11-20)
2. Hannah She prayed with fervency and humility. (I Samuel 1:1 - 2:11)
3. Samuel Persistent praying - He saw a great demonstration of God's power and 

deliverance from enemies. (I Samuel 7:5-13 & 12:23)
4. Elijah: He prayed for no rain and prayed for fire (1 Kin 17.1; Jam 5.17, 1 Kin 18.30)
5. David His prayers are filled with praise to the LORD (I Chr. 29:10-14) 
6. Hezekiah-- Praying with the right motive He was concerned for the LORD's name and 

His glory. (II Kings 19:14-20)
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7. Daniel He was consistent in prayer all of his life (Dan 2 as a young man / chapter 6 as an 
old man) 

8. Nehemiah He responded to a great need with fasting and prayer (Neh. 1) 
He prayed before taking action, before making decisions, and when facing trouble (Neh. 
1:10; 2:4; 4:4-6, 9; 5:19; 6:14; 13:14, 29). 

With these great examples of prayer in their Scriptures the disciples of Jesus were not 
ignorant of praying, but they recognised something different about his prayers - he 
was often at it, he was long at it and they saw that it was the foundation of all he did. 
1. He began his ministry after an intensive and dedicated time of prayer - Luke 4; 
2. He chose his 12 disciples after a long night of prayer - Luke 6.12
3. After great manifestations like multiplying the bread He went into prayer - Mat 

14.23
4. Before His crucifixion he spent time praying for strength - Mat 26.36 
5. But before He went into glory, we see how he prayed for his disciples in John 17

Having listened to Christ himself praying, one of his disciples wisely, asked him to 
teach them how to pray: “One of his disciples said Lord, teach us to pray…” (1):

In response, Jesus taught them what to pray for and how to order their priorities in 
prayer. From Luke’s presentation of Jesus’ teaching, we get to know the second most 
important necessity in Life. 

The Second Most Important Necessity in Life
Continuing from Luke 10.38-42, if the FIRST necessity in life is to sit at the feet of 
the Lord for him to speak to us, then the SECOND necessity in life, is surely for us to 
speak to the Lord. Basically, we must pray. The passage before us teaches us that the 
most important goals in Life are NOT achieved absentmindedly, nor do Life’s greatest 
gifts come to us automatically. Also, we are to understand that we are not just a 
collection of human bodies just moving to and fro in the earth without any aim other 
than just to find money and food to eat. We have been created by a personal God (that 
is a God who knows us by name, temperament, ability and passions) who took great 
care in making us and made us capable of holding conversation with him. So, next to 
the wonder of his willingness to talk to us to teach us the way of life, is the 
indescribable honour and privilege of being able to talk to him, and to ask him for 
gifts which he is pleased to give, to develop our personal relationship with him and to 
fulfil his purposes through us, which is the chief goal of our creation. 

An important point to note, prayer can’t be engaged selfishly, it must consider others.  
“When ye pray say Our Father which art in heaven” (2):
Observe the complete ‘unselfishness’ of the Lord’s idea of prayer: “Our Father.” It is 
in the plural. Also, notice the use of ‘us’ and ‘our’ in all the requests in Luke 11.2-4. 
Suggesting that prayer is not just for ourselves. But for all the brotherhood of men. 
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Notice also the person to whom prayer must be addressed: “The Father in heaven.” 
This brings us into solidarity with all the ancient believers who will not bow their 
knees to any other except God in heaven. Man was not created to worship another, I 
repeat man was not created to worship another. Hitler was worshipped like a god in 
Germany. It is God we pray to and not another man. 
 
But what should we ask for? What are life’s most important and necessary things? 
And among those things which should we put first as being supremely important and 
which second? Life is a journey, we are constantly moving forward, we feel we ought 
to be making some kind of progress. But towards what goal? What should be our chief 
ambition, what our highest aspiration? 

What to Focus on in Prayer
“When ye pray say…” (2):
In Luke 11.1-13, Jesus Christ teaches five request areas to cover in prayer before God. 
1. The first two requests concerns God’s own interests: his name and kingdom
2. The next three requests concerns our own needs: daily bread, forgiveness, and 

shielding from temptation. 

So, as we can see God’s interests first, then ours next. What Jesus teaches here is 
obviously, the true priority for all creatures at prayer. 

God’s Interest: His Name
“Hallowed be thy name…” (2):
The name of God stands for all his attributes or characteristics: Love, Holy, 
Righteous, Good, Faithful, Kind, Compassionate, Gentle, Generous, Long-suffering… 
his glory, these things stand first. We are to pray that his name be hallowed, that is, set 
apart, regarded with awe as the most holy, valuable, glorious thing in all the universe. 
Life’s values will never be measured properly or seen in their true light unless we see 
that God’s name is not only the chiefest value of them all but the source of all true 
value which any person or thing possesses. Let God’s name be devalued, and God 
himself dishonoured, then all that derives from him—which is everything—is 
correspondingly reduced in value and honour. Deny God altogether, and nothing 
ultimately will prove to have any value at all. And yet in this sorry world God’s name 
is not hallowed as it should be, not by the greatest saints, still less by us ordinary 
saints, not to speak of the profane and godless. We have lost the sense of God’s 
holiness, and we live in a world where sacred things are progressively profaned and 
life becomes ever more cheap. But it will not always be so.

God’s Interest: His Kingdom
“Thy kingdom come thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth …” (2):
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God has his purposes and plans to bring in his kingdom universally so that his will 
shall be done here on earth as it is in heaven, and his name be hallowed as it should, 
and all life’s values shine with the lustre and brightness of the jewels of the new 
Jerusalem. That is God’s purpose and it shall be accomplished. But we are not to 
regard its accomplishment fatalistically. We are actively to pray for it, to align our will 
with God’s will, and to make the coming of his kingdom our chief desire, aim and 
ambition. 

Often unfortunately we do not do so, for we have our own personal ambitions, plans, 
schemes and purposes in life, and if we do not constantly practise to pray as Christ 
taught us, our own agendas gradually come to fill our minds and horizons, leaving 
God’s plans and purposes little time, space or consideration. Indeed it can happen that 
we pervert prayer itself by making its chief burden our personal and family interests 
instead of God’s kingdom and purposes. And that is NOT wise even from the point of 
view of our own narrow self-interest. No purpose or ambition of our own can make 
ultimate sense or yield ultimate satisfaction if it is not subordinated to the one great 
purpose behind the universe. It ought surely to be self-evident that it is far more 
important for our own good that God’s kingdom come, than that our own short-
sighted will and often misconceived ambitions be achieved. But even this is a 
dangerous consideration, if it leaves us thinking that our self-interest should be the 
prime concern in our praying. The first and chief point of the pattern for prayer which 
Christ has left us is that not our interests but God’s must ever be given first place. 

Praying for Our Needs
“Give us this day our daily bread…” (3):
After seeking God’s interests first, it is right and good that we pray for our own. Of the 
three kinds of things which Christ bids us ask for ourselves, one relates to our physical 
needs, two to our moral and spiritual needs. Again we notice the proportion. Our 
physical needs stand first: give us day by day the bread we need for existence (if that 
is the right translation, or perhaps, ‘for the coming day;’ see the commentaries). 

This is sane and practical. Physical existence with all its recurring needs (food, health, 
strength…etc) is the basic requirement for participating in anything in this world. The 
idea is that if you are hungry and sick how do you participate in the higher, spiritual 
experiences in the earth? (Once again, see the wisdom of Christ, our physical 
existence, is given to promote God’s name and kingdom, therefore that comes first) It 
is proper to ask for bread and all that contributes to our physical existence. We are not 
to despise it, nor, on the other hand, to take it for granted. Indeed, the greatest 
enjoyment of our physical blessings is to be found in the consciousness that they come 
from God. 

“Forgive us our sins…and lead us not into temptation” (4):
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But to one prayer for our physical needs, we must add two for our moral and spiritual 
needs. Above all things physical we need forgiveness for the sins of our past, and lead 
us not into temptation means do not allow us to be tempted by the evil one. For his 
purpose of tempting is to destroy us. So, let’s ask for deliverance from temptation lest 
we fall into sin in the future. And if we need forgiveness as much as we need our daily 
bread, so does our brother. If, therefore, we come asking God for this prime necessity 
for ourselves, God will insist that we show ourselves ready in our turn to forgive those 
who may be indebted to us. 
What does it mean to forgive (סָלַח, Strongs # 5545)? 
refers to tree to lean on, it also refers to the heart of God סָ
refers to instructions or authority לַ
.refers to a tent or tabernacle- place of safety, it also refers to the Torah ח
Put together what this means for us is this: when we forgive, it is a return to the heart 
of God, to live by his instruction and to be protected by his truth.
So, briefly, to forgive therefore is to turn to rest in the heart of God, to live by his 
instructions, and to enjoy protection from the enemy. So, to forgive, is more to our 
advantage than the person who has offended us. 

Question: must we always pray about God’s kingdom first, even when we need to 
make a quick prayer? How well our prayers will line up with God’s heart if we 
maintained such practice in every prayer. If we become conscious of the fact that our 
prayers must sit under what will promote God’s ‘kingdom and will’- it will help shape 
those prayers that are sometimes lifted without thought.

Motivation for prayer
The above, then is the true ordering of priorities in the things which we should pray 
for. But there is another aspect of prayer that will reveal our sense of priorities and our 
estimate of what is really necessary, and that is, not what we pray for, but the 
motivation that leads us to pray for it and maintains us in our praying. This aspect 
Christ now deals with in 11:5–13. 
In this connection let us notice first that the gift which the Father is ready to give and 
for which we should be praying is his Holy Spirit (see 11:13). For Christ’s 
contemporaries this doubtless had a special significance. The prophets had declared 
that one day God would pour out his Spirit and effect a mighty regeneration of his 
people Israel (see Ezek 36:26–27), and pour out his Spirit also on all mankind (see 
Joel 2:28–32; see also Acts 2:16). Generations of the godly in Israel would have 
prayed for the fulfilment of these promises; and now, though they did not know it, 
Christ’s contemporaries stood on the very eve of Pentecost when the risen Lord, 
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, would pour out this 
Holy Spirit on those who believed (see Acts 2:33). How earnestly or otherwise some 
of Christ’s contemporaries were praying for the Holy Spirit we shall see in a moment. 
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For us who live on the other side of Pentecost the situation is, of course, somewhat 
different. The Holy Spirit, who had not been given as long as Jesus was on earth and 
not ascended (see John 7:39), has now been given. In that sense the believer on Christ 
no longer needs to pray to receive the Holy Spirit: he has received him (see 1 Cor 
12:13; Eph 1:13). That does not mean, however, that there is no sense at all in which 
we who live after Pentecost need to pray for the Father’s gift of the Holy Spirit. At 
Ephesians 1:16–19 Paul indicates that he unceasingly prays for those who have 
already been sealed with the Holy Spirit that God might give them a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him; and again at Ephesians 3:14–21 he declares 
that he prays God would give them to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
the inward man that Christ might dwell in their hearts. 

God Welcomes Continual Request for His Spirit
By definition, therefore, asking for the Holy Spirit could not be something which is 
done once for all. 
“And I say to you ask…seek…knock and it shall be opened to you” (9):
We must, says Christ keep on asking, seeking, knocking (The imperatives in the Greek 
are all present imperatives, indicating a repeated and not a once for all action).
That being so, two things will decide whether or not we persist in prayer of this kind. 
The first is our estimate of the necessity and urgency of the gift we seek. We ought to 
be driven by a sense of its utter indispensability, which will make us completely 
‘importunate’ in asking for it. 

God Welcomes Shamelessness in Advancing His Kingdom
“…Yet because of his importunity…” (8):
 The original word for importunity is ‘anaideia,’ (an-ah’ee-die-ah') - ‘brazenness’ 
shamelessness,  - ‘it is that attitude of going ahead or asking for something that makes 
you appear ridiculous, but because you need that thing so much, you ignore the shame 
and do or ask for it anyway.’ 

At first sight shamelessness might seem to indicate a bad quality; and on some 
occasions, of course, it does. But its meaning is not always or necessarily bad. As 
explained earlier, it simply means you have no sense of shame, no compunction, in 
doing something or asking for something. If the cause you are championing is 
opposite what God expects and that makes you feel shame, then, of course, 
shamelessness is a bad thing; but if your case is good, then shamelessness in insisting 
on it, is not blameworthy, but commendable. To illustrate the point Christ pictures a 
man who has an unexpected guest arrive in the middle of the night, and finds he has 
no food to offer his guest (see 11:5–8). 

“…Friend lend me three loaves…for a friend on a journey has come…” (5-8):
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Being an oriental with an oriental’s sense of the importance of hospitality he has no 
compunction whatever in going to a friend’s house, midnight though it is, and getting 
him out of bed to lend him the necessary food to put before his guest. His friend might 
make some irritable remarks about having to get up at that hour of the night; but he 
would not find fault with the man’s shamelessness. Sharing the man’s oriental ideas on 
the duty of hospitality, he would recognise his shamelessness as perfectly justifiable. 
In the West we do not think the same way about the urgency of the need to feed 
visitors who arrive in the middle of the night. An equivalent in our culture would be 
the question whether or not you should call a doctor out in the middle of the night to 
visit a sick person. We would feel embarrassed if we called the doctor out for 
something that proved to be only a minor upset. But if someone in the family suffered 
a massive heart attack, we would have no compunction at all in summoning the doctor 
whatever the hour of the night and whatever the weather. 

This, then, is the analogy. It tells us that while all who ask for the illumination and 
strengthening of their hearts by the Holy Spirit, will most certainly receive the gifts 
they ask for, yet whether we ask and go on asking or not will depend on how 
indispensably necessary we regard the gift. If, for instance, today we ask for 
illumination by God’s Spirit through his Word so that we may know God and his 
grace and his purposes more fully, and then tomorrow forget to ask, or to seek in his 
Word, or to knock on the door of heaven, and carry on forgetting for the next six 
months, it is obvious that we do not regard the gift we ask for as very important or 
necessary; and it is unlikely that we shall receive it. 

The Heart of The Father
“I say ask…seek…knock…if ye give good gifts…heavenly Father…give Holy Spirit ” 
(9-13): 
On the other hand Christ guarantees that the one who diligently persists in asking, 
seeking, and knocking will most certainly be rewarded; and he backs up the guarantee 
by a second analogy (see 11:9–13). This time the analogy stresses not the 
shamelessness of those who ask, but the character of the giver and the perfection of 
his fatherhood. Human beings, Christ asserts, are evil:

“If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts…” (13): 
and yet in spite of it they know how to give good gifts to their children. No normal 
human father, being asked by his child for bread, would refuse it or deceive the child 
by offering it something superficially similar, but worthless or dangerous. 

If, therefore, very imperfect human fathers can be relied upon to give their children 
good gifts, how much more shall the archetype (prototype) and perfection of 
fatherhood give the Holy Spirit to those who ask? “how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”(13). It was on this 
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certainty, we notice, that Paul was in the habit of basing his requests: ‘For this cause I 
bow my knees unto the Father, from whom every family in heaven or on earth is 
named, that he would grant you . . . that you may be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in the inward man, that Christ may dwell in your heart through faith. . .’ (see 
Eph 3:14–17) to stand for God and to overcome evil.  

Conclusion 

The second most important decision to make in the journey of life, is to engage with 
God’s purpose in prayer. This involves praying to see the attributes of God exalted, 
the rule of God and the establishment of heaven’s culture in the earth. Only after this 
are we to seek for all that is needed to support our physical lives, seek for God’s 
forgiveness and also to ask him to keep us from temptations. We are also encouraged 
to be shameless in asking for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Specifically we need the 
wisdom of the Spirit, we need him to reveal God to us and also to strengthen us in our 
stand for God and our fight against evil.
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