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Joyfully wait to be joyfully served
Joyfully wait on God today and he will joyfully serve your needs tomorrow. 

Luke 12.35-40

Introduction 
We live in a world where there is a serious scrambling for material wealth, power and 
prestigious positions - it is the great obsession of the day: It is not simply adults that are 
caught in this, the youths are also caught in it as well. Paul was right when he declared in 2 
Timothy 3.1-4, that “…in the last days men shall become…covetous…”  
At the back of covetousness is love and excitement to acquire these material things. It’s such 
that people’s heart so much so that - they are sold out in their hearts. There is no room for 
God in the heart - there is no joy or delight in the kingdom of God. But in the midst of this - 
God’s message for those of us who are on a journey with Christ is that we should not be 
drawn into this vicious cycle - but to understand that those who find great joy in serving 
God’s kingdom instead of material possessions will be joyfully served by God himself when 
he comes.  

How does Jesus communicate this truth?

The Christian Journey Requires Wakefulness and Readiness to Serve

“Let your loins be girded about” (35):
Girding your loins is a picture we get from the Old Testament. When God was getting Israel 
ready to leave Egypt, that was the expression he used Exo 12.11. Similarly, When God’s 
power came upon Elijah, the old man, to run, ahead of Ahab, he also had to gird his loins (see 
1 Kin 18. 46). 
The picture we get then is that girding your loins is something you do when you are going to 
become very active - like running (action). It meant gathering the flowly dress around the 
waist and putting a belt on it so that when you begin to run you don’t trip your self. 

In the context, Jesus is talking about our response to material needs and pressure. And what 
he says here is that as far material things are concerned, our attitude towards them should be 
like people who are ready to travel away and where we are going we would not need them 
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there. That is, we must live our lives in readiness to leave material goods and possessions at 
any time. 
Basically, they should not have a hold on us. They should not control us and cause us to be 
ineffective in advancing God’s kingdom. 

“and lights burning...” (35-36):
The word translated light is lamp. 
The idea of having lamps burning is very much straight forward - it suggests BE AWAKE. 
With the exception of a few people, majority of people when they are ready to sleep, they 
turn their lights off. By way of extension, ‘lamps burning’ also means STAYING AWAKE 
FOR BUSINESS. 
So, when we put the two pictures, girding loins and lamps burning together, the message is 
“BE AWAKE AND READY FOR BUSINESS.” 

Suggesting that there is a sense in which material possessions can make you sleepy or drowsy 
and NOT ready for the business of the King of kings and work in his kingdom. Now this is 
very practical. That often we become preoccupied with our material pursuits: search for 
money, maintaining our jobs, desire to put up a building, to achieve a certain grade in school, 
to achieve a certain degree, or qualification that we put God’s kingdom agenda on hold. 
Unfortunately, we tell ourselves this: 
Mr So and so and Mrs so and you so and so does not even care what I am doing for them and 
they are building things for themselves, but I am slaving away trying to serve them as God 
intends and I am not achieving the material wealth and money they have - so what is the 
point. 

Well, I tell you the point. And it is this: ‘you have freed yourself from the weight (of material 
possessions) that hinders you from pleasing God (see Heb 12.1) “...let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth easily beset us...” The point to note in this verse is that we 
often major on the sin, but before the sin, there are weights...which might not be sin, which 
we need to be free from. And the persons who does not allow the desire for earthly things 
control their hearts and minds have freed themselves from a great burden. And these are the 
kind of people God wants us to be as Christians. God does not want us to be people whose 
hearts are SOLD OUT to money, property, qualifications, degrees, achievements, projects, 
whether Christian mission or not - and simply bearing the name Christian. Please note the 
keyword I used here is sold out. We have come across this word before - it means NOT 
available. So, whatever you are sold out to, you are not available for anyone or anything else. 
This is the picture Jesus shows by the waiting servants in verse 36. 

“...when he...knocketh, they may open him immediately.” (36)
That is all the while you are using material possession or acquiring them for your children 
children or gaining them to serve his kingdom here on earth, you are ever ready to say 
‘adios,’ the moment the Master calls you or appears. Now, there is an understanding we need 
to have concerning what we call the Second Coming of Christ. That understanding is this: the 
second coming marks the end of the world.  But there are two ways the world will end for all 
of us. 
(1) For some of us it will be when appears in the Sky to take us away and (2) For some others 
in our midst, the End of the World comes when we leave the earth to meet him before he 
comes. So, when we talk about  the master coming and we being ready, let’s not think that as 
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long as he hasn’t come, we will keep on living. Yes, we are to be ready as servants waiting 
for the  master’s knock on the door. 

God will honour Awakened and Ready Servants 

“Blessed, those servants...” (37):
A question. When you read Luke 12.35-36, what image do you get? The picture you get is 
one of warning, attentiveness, a stern and harsh master Jesus speaking. But if you thought 
like that you are completely wrong. In Luke 12.37, Jesus introduces an unexpected word 
‘BLESSED.’ Blessed means happy, joyful, favoured, fortunate or well off. 
In a sense what Jesus says is fortunate or well off are those servants, who do not allow the 
material possessions and prestige in this life rule or control their decisions in life, but rather 
live in expectancy of the end of life to meet the Master. 

"...the Lord when he cometh, shall GIRD himself...and serve them.” (37):
The reason is because, when the Master arrives, unlike ALL EARTHLY masters, this master, 
Jesus, God, the heavenly Father, the King of kings, Lord of lords, the creator of the heavens 
and earth, will also get himself ready for action. What action? - ‘the action of serving all who 
have not allowed material possession to control their hearts, and have been living every 
moment of their lives ready for him.’ Basically, people who have shifted their interests in 
material possessions to God himself. That is, people who have made God their joy in every 
aspect of their lives - see Psalm 43. 4 “then I will go unto the alter of God, the God of my 
exceeding joy...” this is a short chapter in the Bible but full of unbelievable truth. See also 
Hab 3.18 “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 
(I must confess, this is one fo the greatest secrete to living a genuine, and consistently, 
victorious Christian life). In other words, you make him the source of your joy, now on this 
Christian journey, this is the choice you have to make. Take your joy from material 
possessions to God himself. Until you do this, the Christian life will forever be a chore and a 
big burden to you. 

Now, what Jesus is teaching us here is - For those who do this, God the master, does not 
consider them as mere servants but people who love him; People who hear his heart beat; 
people who share his heart desires and are in solidarity with him. So, ‘the be ready, gird your 
loins and let you lamps be burning,’ slogan - is not a threat to those who love God - it is the 
attitude of those who care for the kingdom needs  of God. 
Such that when you have watched for his interest and waited for him like that - when you 
stand face to face before him, he would turn round and SERVE YOU. Oh my gosh! the idea 
is incomprehensible, I cannot and don’t seem to have any picture for what Jesus is saying 
here - except to say that, God, the Master himself serving you - all you have ever dreamt of, 
will be at your table. You cannot have God serving you and afterwards you feel like there is 
something else missing. 

“...in the second watch or come in the third watch...blessed are those servants” (38): 
Jesus gives us further details concerning these blessed servants. They don’t just watch, 
because while on this earth, they have shifted their joy into God himself, they are able to wait 
- the second or third watch. According to the Jewish system, the second watch is 10pm-2am; 
and the third watch is 2pm to 6am. These are odd hours when most people are snoring - that 
means NOT awake or they are periods that people enjoy deep and heavy sleep. 
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Watching in these times teaches us that the servants whom the Master himself will serve are 
those who remain watchful when almost everyone has let their guards down. At celebrations, 
happy moments, parties, etc. It also refers to being watchful to seize every opportunity to 
advance God’s kingdom. Sometimes, the opportunity may be emotionally, charge, where we 
are upset or offended, but if we are going to be people whom the Lord will serve, then we 
need to LEARN to gain mastery or LEARN to be in control of those moments and advance 
God’s kingdom in such moments. 

Sleeping and Unready Servants will be Unpleasantly Surprised
“If the goodman of the house had known the hour of the thief...” (39): 
There are some people who are quite good and generally are on the guard but they are not 
consistently watchful. They are like the ‘Pendulum” sometimes, they are watching but 
sometimes, they are not watchful at all - swinging from pole to pole depending upon the 
season - to those of us in that category, Jesus says - take the example of a thief coming - Jesus 
is not a thief, he is the good shepherd, it is the principle on which the thief works that Jesus is 
talking about here - which is SURPRISE. Every successful thief works on the principle of 
surprise - if they stole when people were on their guard they will always be caught. 

“The Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.” (40):
So, for those of us that are not consistent in keeping God as our joy and allowing material 
things to sometimes take over our hearts - and we pursue them like they are the ultimate, 
Jesus says - his coming will be a surprise - and if He Jesus says it will be a surprise - then 
surely, that is what it will be - so, to lesson the impact or effect of the surprise, let’s put 
material possessions, and earthly achievement and prestige in its rightful place - things we 
use and engage with but does not control our hearts. 

Conclusion:
God made us to use material things to manifest his kingdom. However, the immediacy of the 
temporal needs often makes us develop unhealthy attachment towards the material world, 
wealth, power, prestige and possessions that it hinders the purpose for which God has placed 
us on the earth. God wants us our attitude towards the things we need and use here on the 
earth to be that of readiness to say good bye to them without any emotional attachments or 
pain - whenever he calls - either to an assignment or called back into glory or when he 
appears. The good news in this teaching of Christ is that God intends to provide the best of 
services to those servants who demonstrate, delight and joyfulness in attending to his 
kingdom needs here on this earth. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of those who 
delight in materials possessions, wealth, power and prestige here on this earth - and 
preoccupy themselves with such and have no joy or delight in the God himself and his 
kingdom. In 1 John 2.15, the truth is, “…If any one loves the things of this world, the love of 
the father is not in him.”
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