
A sermon preached on 
Sunday, 24 January 2021 

Let’s Keep Spreading The Truth 
“Let the truth go viral, conscience depends on it.” 

“Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and he was perplexed, because that it was 
said of some, that John was risen from the dead; And of some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, 
that one of the old prophets was risen again. And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, 
of whom I hear such things? And he desired to see him.” Luke 9.7-9. 

INTRODUCTION 

In Luke’s day apart from God working mightly among the 
believers to reach others, the Christian faith was rejected and 
frowned at because their leader was a condemned criminal. 
Today, Jesus is still rejected not because he is a condemned 
crimianal. He is rejected because evil rulers see him as a joy 
killer, one who restricts people’s freedom. Despite these 
differences one thing is common between Luke’s time and now. 
There is hatred, defiance and dislike for Christ, among some of 
the ruling parties of the societies - but as the apostles shared the 
truth and Herod heard and was perplexed, likewise, when we also 
share the truth with others, God will cause those who are in 
authority whom we might not be able to reach directly, to hear 
and NOT be perplexed but be convicted by the truth and receive 
the truth. What we will learn from this passage is that when 
believers spread the truth God gives them, God causes people in 
authority to hear what they need to hear to awaken their 
conscience. 

Therefore we can summarise Luke’s message as follows: to awaken the 
conscience of our societies we need to keep spreading the truth God gives us. 

The passage we are considering here is the result of the apostles ministry as 
responded to Jesus instruction to go and preach the kingdom and heal the sick. 
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Luke present this result by introducing us to a character that is important to the 
passage - so, lets turn our attention to this character that Luke introduces. 

A. Herod the tetrarch. 
“…Herod the tetrarch heard…” (7):  
The phrase ‘Herod the tetrarch,’ might sound like Herod from 
tetrarch, but tetrarch is a title like king. A tetrarch was a governor 
of a fourth part of a Roman region. Tetrarchs were lower in rank 
to the king, although in their little quarters these tetrarchs acted 
like kings.  

Herod. Is the name of a well known royal family among Jewish 
during the time of Christ. Herod means ‘heroic,’ but this meaning 
was not demonstrated by this family. They did some great things 
and their princes though talented being egoistic (self-
centredness)their talents were wrongly used. Interestingly, when 
any of their kings or princes died, they were NOT missed, they 
were NOT desired, because they left nothing for Israel to desire.  
Their family history was characterised by quarrels, suspicion, 
shocking immoralities and unspeaking acts of murders. The first 
in line of these kings was Herod the Great the son of Herod 
Antipater. He was appointed king of Judea B.C. 40 by the Roman 
Senate. He was brave, skilled at war, learned and sagacious (good 
judgment in matters Roman law) but was extremely suspicious 
and cruel. His cruely led him to wipe out the whole Hasmonaean 
royal family, his wife Mariame who was a Hasmonaean and the 
two sons from Mariame.  His love for Roman laws and customs 
caused him to put heavy taxes on the Jews, by this he alienated 
himsef from the Jews. He also put many of the Jews who opposed 
him to death. He was the one who in an attempt to the baby Jesus 
commanded all children under two years to be killed. He died at 
age 70 about 4 BC, and ruled for 37 years. 
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After Herod the Great died, the Romans divided his territory into 
four quarters for some of his sons to govern. This was how his 
son Herod Antipas, whose mother was a Samaritan, became a 
tetrarch of Galilee and Paraea. Herod Antipas, the governor Luke 
introduces here was born 21 BC - died AD 39. He married the 
daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia. Antipas was a light minded 
person (lacked a serious attitude toward life, he took things easy - 
a frivolous man). He carried on with the evils of his father, after 
having an affair with his brother’s wife, Herodias, he decided to 
divorce his own wife and married Herodias. Now, Herodias was 
the wife of his brother, Herod Philip. This was public news every 
body knew what the governor had done -  John the Baptist spoke 
against this unlawful marriage, because Herod Philip was still 
alive, when Herod the tetrarch took Herodias from him to marry. 
Herodias did not like John for this and goaded (provoked or 
annoyed) his unlawful frivolous tetrarch-husband to put John in 
prison and eventually forced him to behead John in prison as a 
reward for Salome her daughter, when she had danced to please 
Herod (from the book of Esther you will understand what kind of 
dance it was that pleased Herod and his guests - it was an erotic 
dance). After Christ died for all men including Herod and 
Herodias, they did not cease - their evil machinations.  

Herodias became envious of the success of her own brother 
Herod Agrippa 1, and suspecting that the emperor, Caligula, 
might make him king instead of her husband Antipas, persuaded 
her husband to denounce Agrippa 1 before Caligula and to claim 
the title king. But events turned, Agrippa 1 was close friend of 
Caligula, he anticipated what Herod Antipas would do, so he got 
to the emperor before Herod Antipas with some half-baked 
accusations, the emperor believed them and banished Herod 
Antipas to Gaul. Herodias voluntarily accompanied her Antipas to 
Gaul. Antipas never returned, he died in Gaul. Herod had a 
political party, the Herodians, their aim was to help the Herod 
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dynasty to regain the kingship over Judea. Although not a 
religious group like the Pharisees or Saducees in Mark 3.6, they 
collaborated with the pharisees to destroy Jesus. Which suggests 
that their idea of getting the kingdom for Herod did not agree 
with Jesus’ idea of the kingdom and wanted to get rid of him. In 
Mar 8.15, Jesus warned his disciples against the leaven of Herod, 
which referred to their deceptive schemes. So, this is a brief 
account of the background and activities of the man Luke 
introduces us to in this section, Luke 9. 7-9.   

What is instructive for Christians today is that the Christ of God, 
Jesus, lived and died under the rule of this treacherous family.   
Therefore, today if we find ourselves, living under an evil 
government we should not have a melt down or think it is because 
we are not powerful, because the Messiah, our Lord Jesus 
himself, lived under such a rule all his life and ministry. 
Sometimes, we want to take up some serious measures to reform 
these leaders but when we consider what Jesus did, he simply 
lived, preached the and fulfilled his purpose. Let’s not the present 
government or any authority that does not submit itself under God 
to discourage you. Keep pressing on with what God has given 
you to do.   

A. God causes people to hear what they to hear 
Now, the expression “Herod the tetrarch heard,” suggests that 
Herod did not hear the apostles personally. He heard the apostles 
preaching and work from other people. Yet the impart of the 
apostles’ words were still heavy upon his soul. This is also very 
instructive. That though the apostles could not reach Herod 
directly, God made him hear what was preached.  
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This agrees with the apostolic teachings that we work with God, 
we are not alone. Also, when we are working, God works with us 
- see 2Cor 6.1 “we then as workers together with him…” and 
3John 1.8 “we therefore ought to receive such that we might be 
fellow helpers to the truth.” This is encouragement for us as we 
go about in spreading the truth God shows us.  
Now, how do we know Herod heard the news about the kingdom 
of God? The text says he was perplexed. 

B. God’s truth awakens conscience 
“…He was perplexed…” (7): 
According to Thayer, to be perplexed means ‘to be entirely at a 
loss.’ Mounce says ‘to be utterly at a loss, to be in doubt.’ Strong 
describes it as to be nonplussed - that is to be so surprised or 
confused by something that you don’t know how to respond or 
what to do.  

Some say Herod was perplexed because he was convicted of the 
truth -   
According to J. Parker, pictorially, it means to be stuck in a mud 
and not being able to move the feet easily. The mud situation is 
like this: all throughout John the Baptist preaching, Herod the 
tetrarch has been finding ways to escape the grips of God upon 
his heart. Now, with this present announcement of the kingdom 
and healing by God’s power and authority, he became so stuck in 
the mud that wherever he tried to turn to escape, left, right, 
backward or forward, he realised he  could not escape the truth 
was in his face - the uncertainty he found himself. The 
announcement of the kingdom presented God’s word (Rhema), 
which is God himself, so he found himself, face to face with God 
through the spoken word, which awoken his conscience. He 
frivolous attitude was gone for once, his knowledge of a dead 
man coming back to life, with great power - caused him to think - 
‘judgment. All the knowledge he thought he had at this point did 
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not help him - he could not make his way out of where he found 
himself mentally. Things did not add up very well for him.  HE 
WAS TROUBLED, CONFUSED, WORRIED. What happened to 
Herod is universal.  When people who live contrary to God’s 
principles and values are confronted with the good news of God’s 
kingdom they become perplexed like Herod. What happens is 
their conscience is awoken to its full might and impotence. What 
does this mean? The conscience is mighty in (1) faithfully 
reminding people of all the evils they have ever done, (2) It 
judges rightly what was done wrong and (3) chastens very 
rigorously. Unfortunately, it is equally impotent, what that means 
is (1) it cannot undo the past (2) cannot make the present 
endurable and (3) does not make the future hopeful.  

The truth is when a person who is humble before God, comes face 
to face with the word of God, it does not leave them confused. It 
provides a clear pathway. It is only those who are not ready to 
accept what God’s word is asking them to do that become 
troubled, worried, confused and perplexed. What was the cause of 
his perplexity.  

“…some people were saying John had come back, other Elias 
and still others, one of the prophets’ (7-8): 

Why is it that the people thought that one of the previous 
prophets: John Baptist, Elias or one of the older prophets had 
come back?  
What the comments of the public suggest is that the outreach or 
preaching of the apostles was effective, because it was like how 
the prophetic message was delivered. It was powerful upon their 
hearts. Hence the mention of John, Elias and the old prophets. 
After 400 years of silence of the prophetic voice, John appears - 
with the characteristic effectiveness of the prophetic message. 
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Whatever the people heard, it was what happened to Herod that 
Luke mentions for us to take note. Herod’s mind was tormented. 
If John has come back to life, - that was scary for him, how would 
he face him?  

Now if it was Elias come back - then he knows that this prophet 
was the one who confronted wicked king Ahab and his evil wife 
Jezebel who had killed the LORD’s prophets - if it is Elijah, then 
Herod’s trouble is that history has been repeated by himself and 
Herodias, because Herodias his wife had killed the Lord’s prophet 
- because, he like Ahab believed John was a prophet of God. Also, 
among the Jews, it was believed that the coming of Eliajh was to 
usher in the reign of the Messiah (and of course their view of the 
Messiah was a military leader). So, all these thoughts made Herod 
very troubled in his soul. 

C. Herod desired to see Jesus but was not ready for him. 
“John have I beheaded who is this of whom I hear such things?” 
(9): 
The word ‘but’ is slightly out of place. The original word is 
mainly translated ‘now.’ Which gives a better reading and brings 
the sense of Herod’s statement.  

He was perplexed because although a light minded person, the 
kingdom preached in the power and authority of Christ got his 
attention, he came face to face with his deeds, what he had done 
to John the Baptist, rejecting his message and cutting off his head 
as a payment for an erotic dance! If John had come back to life, 
then what is he going to do him? he was worried by the thoughts 
generated from the news he heard. He then concluded that he did 
kill John, he is gone, so the next question he had to face was - 
NOW, WHO IS THIS?  
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He was not expecting any of such characters. Those people who 
spoke with such conviction and power - people who speak boldly 
to expose the hidden intents - who is this one? Is he another of the 
kind who had come to make me feel guilty again. What we need 
to bear in mind here is that Herod was not given any revelation of 
God, he remained in his unbelief and unseriousness, so, he never 
got himself out of the question that troubled his soul. The only 
means to solve his problem was to see this person who was doing 
these wonderful but convicting works. 

“And he desired to see him.” (9): 
The sense here is that Herod sought to see Jesus.  
This is a very noble quest or desire or goal. There are other people 
in Scripture who desired to see Jesus. In Mat 13.17, Jesus 
declared that many prophets desired to see what the disciples are 
seeing. Just and devout Simeon desired to see Jesus’ day and after 
a very long time when he finally saw Jesus - he said “Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation.” (Luk 2.29). Some Greeks approached Philip and 
said to him, we desire to see Jesus, Jesus’ responses was that “the 
hour has come that the Son of man should be glorified…” Joh 
12.21-23. Likewise, Thomas called Didymus who missed the the 
opportunity when Jesus appeared to the disciples after he rose 
from the dead, said he would not believe unless he sees him with 
the nail prints in his hands - John 20.24-28. When he got the 
opportunity, his response was “…my Lord and my God.”  
The interesting thing about Herod’s desire to see Jesus is that 
when he finally saw Jesus, his response was different from all the 
people we have considered. First, when he desired to see him, 
under conviction he did nothing about it. When he finally met 
Jesus like many others, Luk 23.8-11, he questioned Jesus as an 
accused person, not someone to obtain mercy from - and sadly, he 
and his men of war MOCKED JESUS.  
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He found it convenient to continue in his evil ways because he 
met Jesus in an environment where others, (specifically, religious 
leaders) opposed Jesus so, he also joined and mocked Jesus. This 
is not a man who desired to see him for salvation. It was a desire 
just to make him perform miracles. His conscience was awaken, 
but he continued to in his sin -  
We find two important principles here: 
(1) When people (authorities) do not respond to the gospel it is 
not because we have not preached well. (Although there are bad 
representative of the gospel but if God can make a drunkard in his 
drunkeness hear the truth and be convicted after he’s become 
sober) - it is their hearts and not the message.  
(2) People (authorities) will have no excuse when they stand 
before God to be judged - because though they hear the word, 
because God causes them to hear the word and awaken their 
conscience, their respect for their earthly positions and status gets 
into their head and they chose not to make any efforts to see 
Jesus. Those who want Jesus make effort to see  - that is our next 
lesson.  

It is very likely, Jesus might have avoided him because, he knew, 
Herod was up to no good. If he would not repent upon hearing the 
truth from the disciples, he would repent even when he sees 
miracles - to him the miracle he wanted to see was just for 
entertainment - The truth is Jesus did not think much of him - see 
Luke 13.31-32. when people warned him concerning what Herod 
might do to him - he responded “go and tell that fox…” it is a 
figure of speech addressed to a cunning crafty person.  

Summary: Let’s keep spreading the truth for the conscience of our 
leaders and society depends on it.  

Blessings. 
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