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Assume No More Start Demonstrating 
Stop asking about the losses, and start demonstrating the kingdom fruits. 

Read Luke 13.1-9  

Introduction  
There are many things we desire in life - and legitimately so because we have been 
created with desires. One of the things we tend to desire is long life. But when you 
think about it, living long just occupying space is not beneficial to either God or 
humanity.  
What we should be desiring is effective living. However, effective living requires 
creativity. Creativity in turn requires that that we stop thinking in a certain way and 
start thinking in a certain way. In this passage of Luke, Jesus shows us what to stoping 
thinking about and what to start thinking about. Let’s go into the passage. 

I. Stop Assuming Calamities only happen when we sin 

“There were present at that season some told him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices.” (1): 

‘Galilee’ was inhabited by a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles. It was supposed to be largely 
Jews, but the Gentiles were not few either.  

The word ‘present’ means ‘to have arrived.’ So, the text reads ‘there arrived at that season.’ 
What season? You remember Jesus had a heated discussion in the house of the Pharisee who 
had invited him to dine - when he left the house a large crowd had gathered around him, 
because of the heated discussion with the Pharisees and scribes. As he was addressing the 
crowd about the attitude of the Pharisees, you remember a man asked him to divide a family 
inheritance, Jesus then took the opportunity to warn about where we keep our treasures and 
how we are to be ready for his return. He then spoke about the division in the world and the 
need to discern the times and make the right choice. It was during this season - still on the 
road to Jerusalem that some people arrived to tell Jesus what has happened in the temple.   
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The message was that while some Galileans (Jews) had come from Galilee to Jerusalem to 
sacrifice in the temple, Pilate disrespectfully had sent soldiers or executioners more like, to 
kill them while they were sacrificing in the temple. So, literally it was like their blood was 
added to the animals they were sacrificing. This is clearly a horrible thing to imagine. How 
could such a bad thing or atrocity happen to people who were sacrificing in the house of God 
in the day of Jesus? Also, why did the people come to tell Jesus?  

Their reason for informing him could   
(1) Be guessed.  They may have been Pharisees and might have told him in order to get him 
to make a public statement against Pilate in order to accuse Jesus. 
(2) Be worked out or assumed from Jesus’ response. That is, they may have said it to find out 
whether Jesus agreed to their theology (understanding of God), that when such cruel things 
(TRAGEDY) happens to people, it is a sign of God’s judgment -  that is they have done some 
evil thing and hence the cruel happening. Now point 2 is more probable.  

Why do we say point 2, could be a possibility? What Jesus says in verses 2 and 3a, and verse 
4 and 5a leads us to that conclusion - see Luk 13. 2-3a, 4-5a. Often Jesus’ response to people 
gives us an idea of what was really on the mind of the people who spoke to him. 

“Suppose these Galileans were sinner… or these 18 people upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell were sinner above all men in Jerusalem?” (2-5) 
For Jesus to say this, it means that was what they were thinking. And if they thought so, why 
is Luke bringing our attention to this at this moment? Luke deals with it here I believe as a 
follow up to the previous discussion - that  if people delay in making the right decision about 
him - then they will perish or be punished. That is, their punishment or trouble or evil that 
will come upon them cannot be stopped - they will go through the full measure.  

So,  what Jesus ends upon in general in Chapter 12, in Chapter 13, Luke focuses on what 
happens to some Jews from Galilee sacrificing in the temple. What is the issue? Jesus points 
it out - “suppose these Galileans are more sinful than all the people in Galilee and that is 
why this has happened to them?” (verse 2): 

So, what is Jesus dealing with? It the thinking that when people suffer any loss or calamity it 
is because they have sinned - some sort of divine retribution. That is the issue or matter we 
are dealing with here.   

Now, notice that this theology or understanding of God goes all the way back to the book 
believed to be the first written book of the Bible, the book of Job. In Job 4. 7-9. we hear 
Eliphaz, putting the blame of Job’s suffering on Job - “Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, 
being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow 
wickedness, reap the same. By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they 
consumed.” 

Secondly, we hear Bildad make almost the same statement Job 8.20 “Behold, God will not cast 
away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers:”  
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Then thirdly,  we have Zophar also asserting in Job 11. 14-17, “If iniquity be in thine hand, put it 
far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, 
thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as 
waters that pass away: And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as 
the morning.” 

So, as you can see, the understanding of these reporters was similar to that of Job’s friends.  
Job’s friends, accused him of sinning against God and that is why evil has come upon him.  
The point we need to note here is that in Job’s case it was his friends concluding he has 
offended God.  
And  
(1) That continues to be done. Someone experiences a tragedy while serving God in some 
capacity and we conclude either he has done some evil against God, or it means - there is no 
God.  
(2) For most of us, it is not our friends but ourselves. As we continue to serve the Lord or 
engage in prayer and see something go wrong in our lives - we are quick to conclude that we 
are (1) Either have done something wrong or are (2) are doing something wrong or (3) maybe 
God doesn’t exist. Sometimes, we see a family or a church going through difficult times and 
we quickly conclude, the family is not serving God right or the church is full of sinners that is 
why God has abandon them and the devil is bringing all sorts on them because or God does 
not exist. - Why do we follow this pattern of thinking? It is because we hold the view that if 
you faithfully serve God, no form of evil will come near your dwelling (Psa 91. 1-8).  

The question is, is this view of divine retribution totally (God blesses those who good and 
punishes the bad) wrong?  

See Gen 19.1-29. We see how God brought sore judgment upon Sodom - for their 
homosexual activities - he rained sulphur on them.  Also, in Hag 2.15-19. we see how God 
through the prophet told Israel that because they have abandoned his house he has denied 
them a good harvest and satisfaction and fulfilled and promised to restore everything after 
they began to build.   
What we need to understand is that Job did not attempt to put God in a box as his friends did 
- see Job 9.8-10 “Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. Which 
maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south. Which doeth great things past finding out; 
yea, and wonders without number.”  

Job understood the knowledge of God to be so great that he could not say he has figured him 
out. The Psalmist in Psa 139. 6, says something similar to Job. “Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.” He saw the knowledge of God too great to claim to know 
God inside out. 

II. Calamities Happen Because We Live in a Fallen World 
with Un-regenerated People 
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What we need to bear in mind is that -  
First, this idea that when you are righteous or godly, nothing will go wrong for you, needs 
modification. Yes, when we serve God, he preserves us and provides for us. But the world is 
not perfect, and there are evil people in the world leading and running evil systems in the. So, 
while you are faithfully serving God, other people are messing around and their issues some 
way some how affects you even though you might not know them. So, because we live in a 
fallen world, though you are righteous, some evil person’s actions may affect you - hence the 
need to be concerned about what is happening around us and do the righteous acts God has 
called you to do - to counter some of the evil actions.   

Secondly, this theology or understanding of God can lead to real danger for those who are 
living in wickedness against God but without loss. That is, because they are fine, we leave 
them alone and do not reach out to them with the gospel. And they also think that as long as 
they are doing fine - then their lifestyle is okay. This second reason makes this theology or 
understanding of God very dangerous indeed.   

Now, let’s get back to the text to hear what Jesus says again: 
“except ye repent, ye shall all likewise repent” (3b, 5b): 
The Lord uses these stories to  make a call to repentance to all present. What is he saying? 

What Jesus says here is this, when tragedy happens to people. 
((1) If they are people we consider good or are Christians, instead of asking the WRONG 
QUESTION ‘why has this happened?’ OR 
(2) If they are not good people or we think they are bad people, instead of drawing the wrong 
conclusion, saying aha!  - God has punished them for their wickedness. We should be asking 
why we are spared. Why are we still alive and well, when so and so has had it badly? 
Basically, we should recognise that it is ONLY BY GRACE THAT WE STAND - see Eph 
2.8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.”  

Now, as in the forgiveness of sin it is by grace that we are saved - so it continues to be by 
grace that we live our daily lives - that we should not be proud or boastful that all is well with 
us because we are the best. But to recognise that it is by grace alone we stand and should 
rather ASK WHY WE ARE SPARED AND HAVE - HAVE THIS GRACE? as Romans 
teaches, Rom 9.21 “Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?” We are all condemned - but if God decides 
to show you mercy, that you live today and someone leave today, can we then question… 
God what he does? It is a loss of this humility on our part, that (1) makes us hold unto divine 
retribution and (2) makes us also ineffective in his hands. 

The reason is, when we forget why Jesus had to die on the cross - that we are all sinners, 
filled with selfishness to the core of our souls and his death - paid the price of our since - and 
that if we are alive it is to live to please him. God help us that we do that well. This is the 
point Jesus emphasises in the parable below: Luk 13.6-9.  
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III. Ask About Your Grace Privileges and Demonstrate 
The Kingdom Fruits 

“A certain man planted a fig tree in his vineyard; and sought fruit and found none...” (6-9): 

First, let’s note a few things about the focus of this parable, the fig tree.  
Fig trees are grown in sunny and sheltered areas where there is a well-drained soil, because 
they require lots of water. Their leaves also provide great shades or form canopies, which in 
turn attracts birds.  
In ancient Palestine fig trees may have been planted in vineyards. Some modern vineyard 
owners however, say the high demand fig trees place on the soil is such that it denies the 
grapes, what they need and also put the grapes in danger. Therefore, it is not good practice to 
plant a fig tree in a vineyard. This parable is therefore a special one, created by Jesus to wake 
up his listeners or readers like us to become attentive. It is like saying, a ship maker is 
building a ship on the Sahara desert. It is possible to carry it using cranes to the sea 
elsewhere, but the cost involved does not make it an ideal place to build a ship.    
The fig tree in the vineyard, one will use up large amount of ground water needed by the poor 
grapes. Also, the fig tree will provide good shade and attract the birds, that will come and eat 
the grapes. So, keeping the fig tree in the vineyard is a really costly project.  

Secondly, this parable is about a special privilege and abuse. It is also about expectation, 
disappointment, grace and elimination.  
  
As a parable, the Lord did not simply give his audience a story about a fig tree, he used it to 
teach a great lesson about people and how these people respond to great privileges granted 
them. The one who give the great privilege is God, and we can say the vine dresser who asks 
for more time is the Lord Jesus himself.  

First, it may refer to civil Israel - how God purposed to use Israel to turn the world or all 
nations to himself. See Gen 12. 1-3, the call of Abraham “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: Gen 
12:2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: Gen 12:3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.” 

Then later in Isaiah 2. 1-5, the Lord makes his plan clear to Israel as a people, see “… And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and 
say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem.” 

Secondly, it applies to people who find themselves in the church of God. In Luk 24. 45-48, 
we read thus: “Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, Luk 
24:46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day: Luk 24:47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Luk 24:48  And ye are witnesses of these things.” 
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Then in Acts Jesus again maes it clear he wants us to witness to the world Act 1.8 “But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  

So, just as the fig tree was placed in the vineyard, a costly project, so did God choose Israel 
and placed her in a favourable place to bear fruit, bring forth righteous living in the earth 
PLUS souls into the kingdom. Often time we pick one and leave the other - but we need to 
emphasise both now. Bearing fruit is neither living right alone or witnessing about Jesus to 
souls (evangelism) alone. It is both.  

As Israel was called to draw the world, so are those of us placed in the Church. We are called 
to righteous living and calling souls into the kingdom of God.  
Notice God has placed us in his vineyard, a favourable place, which in this case is the church, 
where we are receiving nourishment. We need to make sure we are not abusing God’s 
resources poured into us.  

“...Behold, these 3 years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none: cut it down; why 
cumbereth it the ground?” (7): 

Notice how the owner, God in this case, checks on this fig tree for fruit. Indicating, God is 
watching us. I know some of us might find this uncomfortable and wish I interpreted the 
verse differently, but we need to be honest and look at the Scriptures honestly.  
Let’s be honest a d not allow our comfort zones to blind us - and say Jesus was only speaking 
to those people and not us.  
Let’s be honest and ask ourselves, am I bearing fruit? That is, am I living righteously and 
calling souls into the kingdom? How are we using up grace? 

Notice also that privileges are not offered forever, he said the fig tree should be cut down. 
why? the Lord provides the answer, it is cumbering the ground. Meaning it is using using up 
soil, it is wasting soil, as people, it suggests taking God for granted.  

It is like what God says about Jeshurun in De 32. 13-15, “He made him ride on the high places of the 
earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of 
the flinty rock; Deu 32:14  Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, 
and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape. Deu 32:15  But 
Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he 
forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” 

After God has provided so much for Jeshurun he waxed fat and kicked and esteemed God 
lightly. meaning, after enjoying so much grace from God, he was disrespectful to God, 
because he took the instruction of God lightly or for granted.  

“Let it alone this year, till I dig about it and dung...” ((8): 
The beautiful thing in this parable is what the vine dresser, which we are considering as 
Jesus, does. He asks for one more year, to enable him to put dig around and put in more 
manure. What is Jesus doing, to help us to be fruitful, he asks for more time - to work around 
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us and provide manure - it is possible, what we are hearing today, is part of Jesus’ digging 
and providing the manure - to help us wake up to bearing fruit by living righteous and calling 
souls into the kingdom. You say I have never done that before, well, He says when the Spirit 
comes he will empower us, maybe it’s about time we started asking for the Spirit’s power to 
help us.  

I am aware that for some of us all we needed is this reminder and encouragement and we will 
lift up our hands and say, yes Lord, help me. If you have spared me and given me grace - I 
want to spend the rest of my life living righteously and calling souls into the kingdom. I don’t 
want to be like Jeshurun, who takes your grace for granted.  

Lord if you have spared me I will serve you with both hands and feet by producing the fruit 
you want by the power of your Spirit.  

Today, you want to pray and say, Lord, grant me the power of your Spirit, to bear fruit in 
righteous living and calling souls into the kingdom. I will no longer be asking why some 
negative things happen to others or myself, but will rather examine what I am doing with the 
grace you have given me to be alive, safe, and prospering.  

Conclusion: 
What we have learnt in this passage is that we need to stop assuming that whenever 
calamities happen it is always because somebody has sinned or done something wrong. Let’s 
not allow the enemy to get us trapped in this way of thinking. Calamities will occur whether 
we live right or wrong. What we should rather be thinking to live effectively and advance 
God’s kingdom is why we have been spared when others have been taken and why we have 
been given the grace privileges that we are enjoying? These are good questions to ask - and 
will motivate us to bear the kingdom fruit God desires. For God has placed us here to 
promote his character and call others into the kingdom.  

Blessings.
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