
In Christ 
Colossians 1:1-14 

Pastor Ben Tacoma 
 

Context of Colossians: Who? Where? What? Why? 
 
 
 
Identity Crisis 

How do we define ourselves today? 
Book recommendation:  
The Stories We Live By, Tim Keller + Michael Keller 
Our 7 Cultural MYTHS of identity: 

Be true to yourself 
Live free, just do no harm 
Do what makes you happy  

It’s all about power  
Be on the right side of history  

Science has all the answers 
Morality is relative, but justice matters 

 
Identity Recognized, Believed, Lived   Col. 1:2-11 
How does Paul think of the Colossians believers? How does he 
describe them? 
 
What do the Colossians believe that identifies them? 
 
 
How do the Colossians live that identifies them? 

 
Identity Received                  Col. 1:12-14 
The Colossians identity was given to them by the Father through 
redemption in Christ.   14 In him we have redemption… 
 
 The Christian identity: 

God redeems us in Christ → 
We believe in Christ 

We live in Christ 
 

2 To the saints in Christ at Colossae, faithful brothers and sisters 
 

‘in sin’ → something else > “in Christ” 
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Next Week 
Colossians 1:15-23 

 
Revelations: 
What of God’s character or nature is revealed in the text? 
 
 
What of God’s work or action is revealed in the text? 
 
 
What of God’s commands or teaching is revealed in the text? 
 
 
What about humanity is revealed in the text? 
 
 
What about Christians is revealed in the text? 
 
 
Theological and moral teaching: 
What is to be believed based on this text? 
 
 
What is to be obeyed based on this text? 
 
 
Who is Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
What is the gospel? 
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