
Ignorance is NOT Bliss 
1 Samuel 13-14 

Pastor Ben Tacoma 
 

Historical Narrative 
Jonathan, King Saul, and Samuel 
      Philistine at Geba 
Jonathan and his armor bearer 
          Philistines at Michmash 
Jonathan and King Saul 
      Philistines defeated 
Gives and Takes Away 
God says: No Saul Dynasty! Saul will be replaced as king. 
 
God saves Israel (using the faithfulness of Jonathan, who will sadly 
now never be king) 
 
God holds Saul to his foolish command and his foolish oath… 
 
Ignorance Is No Excuse 
Lessons from Saul’s bad example: 

Keep God’s commands, even in extreme cases 
Ignorance about God will lead to trouble 

Keep the faith! 
Remember God, don’t use God 

But Jonathan… 
1. Jonathan knew God 

2. Jonathan had faith in God 
3. Jonathan sought and obeyed God 

4. Jonathan was prepared 
 

Ephesians 4:17-24 
In Christ ignorance is no excuse! Be like Jonathan, not like Saul. 

 
How do we throw off our former ignorance and grow in the 

knowledge of faith in God? How can we be ‘Jonathans’ not ‘Sauls’? 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 
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The Samuel Challenge 
During the week read 1 Samuel 15 and answer these 

questions: 
 

Historical Narrative: 
What are the time, place, people, and circumstance?  
 
 
Has it changed from the previous section?  
 
 
Is it connected to the previous passage? 
 
 
Theological Revelations: 
What does God say in this text? 
 
 
What does God do in this text? 
 
 
What is God like based on this text? 
 
 
Models of faithfulness: 
Are there models of faithfulness in this text? 
 
What do they say? 
 
 
What do they do? 
 
 
What are they like? 
 
Are there any New Testament passages that affirm that we 
should also say, act, or be like this as Christians? 
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