
 
1.  Recognize that God loves you so 

much that He gave His Son to die on the 
cross for you. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life 

 
“I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.”- 

Galatians 2:20 
 
2.  Repent of your sin. This means to admit 

to God you are a sinner, ask forgiveness of 
your sins and with His help, turn away from 

your sins. 

 
“…but unless you repent, you too will all 

perish.” – Luke 13:3 

 
“The kingdom God is near. Repent and 

believe the good news!”- Mark 1:15 

 
3. Believe and Trust in Him as your Savior.  

This means that you accept God’s offer of 

love, mercy, and forgiveness. This means that 
you trust Jesus Christ as your only Savior. 

This means that you are free from struggling 

and trying to save yourself by your good 
works, baptism, confirmation, church 

membership or attendance, and that you rely 

on Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. 
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord/” 
– Romans 6:23 

 
“For by grace you have been saved through 

faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God- not by works, so that no one can 

boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

“Yet to all who received Him, to those who 

believed in His name, He gave the right to 

become children of God.” John 1:12 
 

4.  Confess Christ. This means that you will 

not be ashamed to let others know that you 

are a Christian and have a relationship with 

God. When you trust in Christ, you should let 
someone else know about it. 

 

“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I 

will also acknowledge him before my Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 10:32 

 
“That is you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus 

is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
Romans 10:9 

 

YOU CAN NOW BEGIN A 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Simply share the following prayer with God 

in your own words: 
 

Lord, I admit that I need you, I ask you to 

forgive and set me free from sin and death. I 
believe that Jesus died to provide 

forgiveness for my sins to restore my 

relationship with You, and to fill me with 
His joy. By faith, I invite Jesus Christ to 

come into my life as Savior and Lord. From 

this time on, help me to live in a loving, 

obedient relationship with you. Thank 

You, Lord! 
 

If you prayed to the Lord and genuinely 

meant what you prayed, please share your 
decision with Pastor or someone else you 

know who trusts in Jesus. They would be 

thrilled to hear of your decision today! 
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Quit Fooling Around          Proverbs 26:1-28 

 

A. R_________________ R___________________ 

v. 3– the fool equated to _____________________ 
 
compare vv. 4-5 to 2 Corinthians 11:16-17 
 
v. 12– What’s the danger for us? 
 

 
B. E_______________ your E_________________ 
 
vv.6-10 the unreliability of a fool 
 
Why? vv.13-16 

 
 
 
 
C. M_______________ your M________________ 
 
vv.17-28 What are the terms used for M_______________? 

 
vv.18-19 Those who deceive and hurt are compared to... 

 
How can we M___________ our M___________. Ps. 141:3 

 
Conclusion:   
 

 
(All services are recorded and available online at www.riversideefc.com) 

How to begin a relationship with God 
(scripture taken from the NIV) 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How would you define a fool? 

2. When you read through Solomon’s comments on fools 

in verses 1-12, which verse stands out to you and why? 

3. In what ways do you think you are susceptible to 

foolish behavior as outlined in this chapter? 

4. How have you seen the effects of verses 18-19 in your 

life? 

5. Look at verses 17-28 in light of our culture today. 

What stands out to you? 

6. Besides Psalm 141:3, what other passages can you 

think of that apply to our speech? 

7. How do you feel the LORD has spoke to you through 

this passage? 

8. Share any other thoughts, questions, or comments you 

might have. 
Proverbs 26:1-28 ESV 

1Like snow in summer or rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for 

a fool. 

2Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying, a curse 

that is causeless does not alight. 

3A whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, and a rod for the 

back of fools. 

4Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him 

yourself. 

5Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 

eyes. 

6Whoever sends a message by the hand of a fool cuts off his own 

feet and drinks violence. 

7Like a lame man’s legs, which hang useless, is a proverb in the 

mouth of fools. 

8Like one who binds the stone in the sling is one who gives honor 

to a fool. 

9Like a thorn that goes up into the hand of a drunkard is a proverb 

in the mouth of fools. 

10Like an archer who wounds everyone is one who hires a passing 

fool or drunkard. 

11Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his 

folly. 

12Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more 

hope for a fool than for him. 

13The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! There is a lion in 

the streets!” 

14As a door turns on its hinges, so does a sluggard on his bed. 

15The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; it wears him out to 

bring it back to his mouth. 

16The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can 

answer sensibly. 

17Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who takes 

a passing dog by the ears. 

18Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, and death  

19is the man who deceives his neighbor and says, “I am only 

joking!” 

20For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no 

whisperer, quarreling ceases. 

21As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome 

man for kindling strife. 

22The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go 

down into the inner parts of the body. 

23Like the glaze covering an earthen vessel are fervent lips with an 

evil heart. 

24Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors deceit 

in his heart; 

25when he speaks graciously, believe him not, for there are seven 

abominations in his heart; 

26though his hatred be covered with deception, his wickedness 

will be exposed in the assembly. 

27Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and a stone will come back 

on him who starts it rolling. 

28A lying tongue hates its victims, and a flattering mouth works 

ruin. 
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