
1.  Recognize that God loves you so 

much that He gave His Son to die on the 
cross for you. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life 

 
“I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.”- 

Galatians 2:20 

 
2.  Repent of your sin. This means to admit 

to God you are a sinner, ask forgiveness of 
your sins and with His help, turn away from 

your sins. 

 
“…but unless you repent, you too will all 

perish.” – Luke 13:3 

 
“The kingdom God is near. Repent and 

believe the good news!”- Mark 1:15 

 
3. Believe and Trust in Him as your Savior.  

This means that you accept God’s offer of 

love, mercy, and forgiveness. This means that 

you trust Jesus Christ as your only Savior. 

This means that you are free from struggling 

and trying to save yourself by your good 
works, baptism, confirmation, church 

membership or attendance, and that you rely 

on Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. 
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord/” 
– Romans 6:23 

 
“For by grace you have been saved through 

faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God- not by works, so that no one can 

boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

“Yet to all who received Him, to those who 

believed in His name, He gave the right to 
become children of God.” John 1:12 
 

4.  Confess Christ. This means that you will 

not be ashamed to let others know that you 

are a Christian and have a relationship with 

God. When you trust in Christ, you should let 
someone else know about it. 

 

“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I 

will also acknowledge him before my Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 10:32 

 
“That is you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus 

is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
Romans 10:9 

 

YOU CAN NOW BEGIN A 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Simply share the following prayer with God 

in your own words: 
 

Lord, I admit that I need you, I ask you to 

forgive and set me free from sin and death. I 
believe that Jesus died to provide 

forgiveness for my sins to restore my 
relationship with You, and to fill me with 

His joy. By faith, I invite Jesus Christ to 

come into my life as Savior and Lord. From 
this time on, help me to live in a loving, 

obedient relationship with you. Thank 

You, Lord! 

 

If you prayed to the Lord and genuinely 
meant what you prayed, please share your 

decision with Pastor or someone else you 

know who trusts in Jesus. They would be 
thrilled to hear of your decision today! 
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T_____________ in God’s A________________ (vv. 8-11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F_____________ on God’s P_______________ (vv. 10-13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R_____________ in God’s G________________ (vv. 14-15) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Conclusion:   
 

 

(All services are recorded and available online at www.riversideefc.com) 

 

 

 

 

How to begin a relationship with God 
(scripture taken from the NIV) 



 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. What surprised you about this past week? 

2. Do you think the Corinthians were surprised that Paul 

would send this delegation of men? Why or why not? 

3. Why is Paul sending this group to Corinth? 

4. What characteristics does Paul point out about these 

men? If you were being sent by Paul, how would you 

hope to be characterized? 

5. Why is Paul careful about accountability for this gift 

from the Corinthians? How can we guard our integrity in 

dealings that we have with others? 

6. What do you think the ultimate purpose of this gift is 

(consider v. 24)? How do we demonstrate that today? 

7. Share any other thoughts, comments, or questions you 

might have.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 ESV 
1Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the 

ministry for the saints, 2for I know your readiness, of which I 
boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that 
Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has 
stirred up most of them. 3But I am sendinga the brothers so 
that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this 
matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would 
be. 4Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find 
that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say 
nothing of you—for being so confident. 5So I thought it 
necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and 
arrange in advance for the giftb you have promised, so that it 
may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.c 

6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifullyd will also reap 
bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiencye in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work. 9As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever.” 

10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which through us 
will produce thanksgiving to God. 12For the ministry of this 
service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is 
also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13By their 
approval of this service, theyf will glorify God because of 
your submission that comes from your confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for 
them and for all others, 14while they long for you and pray for 
you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon 
you. 15Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 
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