
 
1.  Recognize that God loves you so 

much that He gave His Son to die on the 
cross for you. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life 

 
“I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.”- 

Galatians 2:20 

 
2.  Repent of your sin. This means to admit 

to God you are a sinner, ask forgiveness of 
your sins and with His help, turn away from 

your sins. 

 
“…but unless you repent, you too will all 

perish.” – Luke 13:3 
 

“The kingdom God is near. Repent and 

believe the good news!”- Mark 1:15 
 
3. Believe and Trust in Him as your Savior.  

This means that you accept God’s offer of 

love, mercy, and forgiveness. This means that 

you trust Jesus Christ as your only Savior. 

This means that you are free from struggling 
and trying to save yourself by your good 

works, baptism, confirmation, church 

membership or attendance, and that you rely 
on Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. 

 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord/” 

– Romans 6:23 

 
“For by grace you have been saved through 

faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God- not by works, so that no one can 

boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

“Yet to all who received Him, to those who 

believed in His name, He gave the right to 
become children of God.” John 1:12 
 

4.  Confess Christ. This means that you will 

not be ashamed to let others know that you 

are a Christian and have a relationship with 

God. When you trust in Christ, you should let 
someone else know about it. 

 

“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I 

will also acknowledge him before my Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 10:32 

 
“That is you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus 

is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
Romans 10:9 

 

YOU CAN NOW BEGIN A 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Simply share the following prayer with God 

in your own words: 
 

Lord, I admit that I need you, I ask you to 

forgive and set me free from sin and death. I 
believe that Jesus died to provide 

forgiveness for my sins to restore my 
relationship with You, and to fill me with 

His joy. By faith, I invite Jesus Christ to 

come into my life as Savior and Lord. From 
this time on, help me to live in a loving, 

obedient relationship with you. Thank 

You, Lord! 

 

If you prayed to the Lord and genuinely 
meant what you prayed, please share your 

decision with Pastor or someone else you 

know who trusts in Jesus. They would be 
thrilled to hear of your decision today! 
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We don’t K______________ E_____________________ 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We don’t C______________ E_____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 

 

 

 

 (All services are recorded and available online at www.riversideefc.com) 

How to begin a relationship with God 
(scripture taken from the NIV) 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

Considering God’s Word 

Read Esther 4:1-3. What are the marks that indicate the Jews 

realized this was beyond them? What were some of the reasons 

people would lay in sackcloth and ashes in those days? 

What did Mordecai expect Esther to do (verses 6-8)? What did 

Mordecai not realize when he asked? 

Have you ever had an expectation based on an assumption you 

later found out were incorrect? Explain. How do we at times do 

that in our walk with Christ? 

What do you think Esther was thinking based on her response in 

verse 11? What do you think Esther is thinking based on her 

response in verse 16? 

Why do you think Mordecai replied as he did in verses 13-14? 

What do we learn about Mordecai in those verses? 

Applying God’s Word 

Read Proverbs 16:9. How should that truth practically impact your 

decision making? Do you think your planning keeps that truth in 

mind? Explain. 

What would Esther’s resolve in verse 16 look like in your life? 

What is one step of obedience you feel the LORD is calling you to 

based on this passage? 

Share any other thoughts, questions or comments you might have? 

Esther 4:1-17 

1When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore 
his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the 
midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2He 
went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one was allowed 
to enter the king’s gate clothed in sackcloth. 3And in every province, 

wherever the king’s command and his decree reached, there was 
great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and 
lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4When Esther’s young women and her eunuchs came and told 
her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent garments to clothe 
Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not 
accept them. 5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s 
eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him 
to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was.6Hathach 
went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 
king’s gate, 7and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, 
and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into 
the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also 
gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 
destruction,a that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her 
and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with 
himb on behalf of her people. 9And Hathach went and told Esther 
what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 
commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11“All the king’s 
servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any 
man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being 
called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to 
whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But 
as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty 
days.” 

12And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13Then 
Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that 
in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other 
Jews.14For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will 
rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s 
house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this?” 15Then Esther told them to 
reply to Mordecai, 16“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, 
and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then 
I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I 
perish.”c 17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther 
had ordered him. 
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