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May 7, 2020 

Dear Church family and friends,  

For the past eight weeks, your staff and leadership have been praying and discerning what 
our plan would be when we determined it was safe to open the church for worship.  We 
have followed the recommendations of the CDC and the Governor’s guidelines and orders 
each time they were given out to the public. We recognize how painful this time has been for 
many of our families – lost jobs, furloughed work, and fear of what lies ahead.   

In the May 1 Governor’s statement report to the public, he stated “we are ready to move 
ahead in a measured way.” The elders and staff of Garden City feel it is important for us to 
do the same- move forward in a measured way. It is our responsibility to make sure we are 
providing for the safety of the flock in our care.  

The Governor stated churches could reopen while following and maintaining social 
distancing. However, he also encouraged virtual or drive through church services in the 
short term rather than large religious gatherings. We believe it is important that we continue 
to deliberate and measure how we create a good plan for re-opening. There are many steps 
to this process that need to come together before we can reopen.  

In order to ensure safety and give adequate time to prepare and deep clean the church 
facilities, the Elders of Garden City Church of Christ have decided to continue doing our 
worship services via the church website and Facebook at least through the month of May. 
Our children will continue to receive Sunday School lessons sent to the parents each week 
and the youth will continue to meet by using Zoom or other social media outlets.    

When we do gather again, we will need to make changes, and these include the following 
steps to provide for the safety of everyone. Initially, we will resume Sunday morning 
gatherings only. Bible Studies, Sunday School, and other church events will not resume until 
further notice. 

• We are suggesting those members over the age of 65 or those with underlying health 
issues continue to comply with the Stay–At–Home order until this ruling is lifted.  

• We are encouraging individuals to bring and wear face masks, for your safety as well as 
others in attendance.  

• We will provide hand sanitizing stations at all entrances and exits.   

• We will not be offering the donut/coffee time of fellowshipping until further notice.  



• We will have the Deacons assisting and directing your entrance and exit of the sanctuary 
and the church. We will be dismissing in a different manner in order to alleviate groups of 
people gathering and fellowshipping without adhering to social distancing rules.  

• We would request members sign up for church via email or contacting the church office. 
This will help us determine if we have sufficient space available during our service.  If we 
have more signing up than we feel our space will handle due to the social distancing 
requirement, then we will need time to clean and disinfect for an additional service.  

• We will temporarily remove the hymnals and Bibles from the pews. (So, please bring 
your Bibles!) 

• We will not be handing out bulletins, however we will project all announcements on the 
screen.  

• Households will need to sit together.   

• People who are not part of the same household will need to maintain the social distance 
of (6ft.), so some seating will be limited. 

• During our service time, we will suspend the person to person greeting time and instead 
we encourage a wave and a smile to one another.   

• Instead of passing communion and offering plates we will add communion stations and 
offering boxes to minimize person to person contact. The communion juice and wafer will 
be provided in a prepackaged cup.  

• If you are comfortable with online giving, and many have been since the start of our 
closing of worship services, we would encourage you to sign up through your checking 
account as extra fees are charged when giving by credit card. If you need assistance, 
please contact Kathy Murdock in the church office for support.  

Be assured, your leaders’ most important responsibility is to make sure our members are 
safe. We will adjust these steps as the conditions of the Coronavirus improve or change. As 
always, we will follow the rules and suggestions of the Governor (Romans 13).   

Please be watching for more information and details coming from our staff over the next few 
weeks as we provide more specific details about this plan. For your encouragement, we 
have attached a plan of 7 ideas for outreach during this time to encourage people in your 
neighborhood, or your families.   

May God be with you and your families during this unusual time. Remember, God never 
leaves us: “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10. 
Praise be to God!  

 

Garden City Church of Christ Leadership  


