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Go and make disciples 

   The last directive the Lord Jesus left His original disciples was 

to go and make disciples….OR---go and reproduce the Faith that 

you have in Me by putting that faith into other lives.  (Matthew 

28:18-20) 

   In recent years, Grace United Methodist Church, Coal Center Pa

---our congregation  (FYI: There are a LOT of Grace UM 

Churches) has become a lively hub of doing just that: making disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Cur-

rently, there are small study groups on Sunday mornings, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday eve-

nings, Wednesday afternoons, children’s and teen training groups…you can consult the paper & elec-

tronic newsletters published by the Church to learn details of each group.   

   But my writing this article is to credit and pay honor to the Lord’s faithful servant who is the driv-

ing force behind this hub of activity: our pastor Kenneth Custer.  In Ken’s first year here (2012), he 

encouraged me to take the Wednesday evening adult Bible study, and this fall marks ten delightful 

years of studying both Old & New Testament books together; it has been my joy to do so.  A few 

years ago, Ken began the Discipleship study series---the open invitation to join the Disciple 1 pro-

gram, and those who go through that discipline have the opportunity to continue with the Discipleship 

series 2, then 3, and 4 which build upon each other.  The beehive of glorious activity on these eve-

nings has us deciding which group goes to which room, and borrowing chairs from each other to ac-

commodate the participants.  As I have said, you can consult various announcement means to learn 

details of the activity, but the personal invitation goes to you all: find that place where you would 

like, and jump in...the water’s fine!  

  The month of October has come to be called “pastor appreciation month” and as a retired minister, I 

call you to join me in giving the Lord thanks, for sending to us in these years of our congregational 

sojourn, the Lord’s faithful disciple---our Pastor Ken.  The Lord bless and keep you, sir.  

Sheldon Barnette              

Church Conference will be on Sunday, October 10 at 

3:00PM here at Grace as part of a Cluster Conference.  

All are invited to attend ~ church members are allowed 

to participate in voting matters. 



Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken 
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Once there was a king who had seven sons and seven daughters.  He was a kind and wise king 

who loved each of his children equally.  He was also immensely wealthy and provided gener-

ously for his children beyond their needs. 

As they came of age, the sons and daughters of the king were sent out to accomplish their    

father’s work.  Because they loved their father, they went gladly and labored long in the land.  

And the kingdom was blessed. 

As the children grew in their love for their father’s kingdom, each of them came to have the 

same wish.  It was a good wish that would benefit the kingdom greatly, and they were certain 

their father would grant it as soon as they asked.  So they sent the eldest brother to make               

the request. 

He returned, looking puzzled. 

 “What did Father say?” the others asked. 

“He didn’t say yes, and I do not know why.  He simply said,    

 ‘Bring one of your sisters and have her ask me.’” 

So the eldest sister went with him, and together they sought the favor of the king. 

 They returned, more perplexed than ever. 

 “What happened?” the others asked. 

“He didn’t say yes,” the eldest sister answered, “but he didn’t say no, either.  He only said, 

‘Bring one of your brothers, and have him ask me.’” 

And so the matter repeated itself, until in time, all of the sons and daughters were standing 

together before the king.  Each of them had asked, and each time the answer was the same. 

    “Father,” they inquired, “don’t you agree that this request is good and helpful?” 

The king studied each of their faces thoughtfully and smiled kindly.  (continued on page 4) 

 

 



Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good . . .    Psalm 107:8 
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Ron and I would like to thank our church body for 
the cards, texts, love and especially the prayers 
that helped get us through our bout with Covid. 
Even though we both had our shots this virus is 
sneaky and dreadful, so don’t let your guard down.  
Again, thank you and God bless. 
Blessings, 
Ron and Kathy Parshall 

~~~~~ 
Thank you for all the cards and prayers I received during my short stay in 
the hospital.  I am feeling much better. 
Phil Reil 

Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken (continued from page 3) 

“Why don’t you ask again?” he said quietly.  “Ask 

me together.” 

 So ask they did. 

“Done!” the king commanded, and immediately 

the matter was carried out. 

 “We do not understand, Father.” 

The king motioned for them to come near. 

“I love all of you dearly,” he replied.  “Make no mistake about that.  Each of you has a very   

special place in my heart.  But when I see all of you together, agreeing on what is good, my 

heart overflows, and the kingdom cannot contain my joy.  Ask what you will, for all that I have 

is yours.” 

I recently read this story while reading from a book by James Banks titled The Lost Art of 

Praying Together during my personal devotional time.  It reminds me that our heavenly               

Father loves us, and God loves it when we pray together. 

 

Godspeed                Ken 



Exploring God’s World with Ross Golden 
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FROST 

 At this time of year the frost will 

start to greet us each morning.  Frost             

usually ends our garden production and 

flower gardens.  Frost will also slow the 

grass from growing, let us be thankful.  

Frost is the product of several factors,   

ambient temperature, humidity, and the 

temperature of a solid substance,                    

i.e.  windows, grass, etc. on which the 

frost forms.   

 The solid substance must have a temperature below the dew point and the 

freezing point of water in order to form frost.  The dew point, simply, is the   

temperature at which water will condense (dew- if it is not frozen, and frost if it is 

frozen).  The part I find really interesting is, that it is possible to have frost with 

the ambient air temperature of up to about 40 degrees.  What makes this possible 

is evaporation.  Evaporation is a cooling process and with the correct humidity is 

relation to the temperature; the evaporation of moisture on the grass will cool it 

to the point of freezing and cause frost. 

 As the weather starts to get cold, we talk about Indian summer.  We do not 

have Indian summer every year.  To have a true Indian summer we need a killing 

frost, several days of sunny day’s weather before the first snow fall.  For our part 

of the country this usually occurs between mid October the late November. 

He spreads the snow like wool and scatters the frost like ashes. Psalm 147:16 

Ross Golden 

Would you help us?  Grocery bags are needed for 

the Food Bank Distributions.  Please share any 

grocery bags (without holes) by placing them in 

the basket in the narthex.  Thank you! 



Anderson, Gavin ~                                                             

United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~                      

United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Minor, Lucas ~ United States Army 

Minor, Gabriel ~ United States Army 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force  

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force                        

Wright, Christopher ~ United States Army 

Military Prayer List 
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Rob Boothe will lead 

a Highway Clean Up 

on Saturday, October 

9 from 9AM~Noon. 
 

Contact the office or 

sign up online at 

Highway Clean Up  

https://gracecoalcenter.org/outreach/highway-cleanup
https://gracecoalcenter.org/outreach/highway-cleanup


Grace Family Matters 
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The October distribution for the Country 

Six Pantry from Greater Pittsburgh                  

Community Food Bank is set for Saturday, 

October 2, from 9:00AM until 11:00AM.  

No need to come early ~ there will be an 

abundance of food!  On-site registration is done so no worries about whether 

you are registered or not.  If you or someone you know is in need of help feeding 

your family, please do not hesitate to come! 

We would love to have you join our team of volunteers!  There is a task for any-

one who is willing to help.  Sign up on the sheet in the narthex or email Jane at 

newsletter@gracecoalcenter.org.   

Sunday, November 7, 2021 will be our annual remem-

brance for those who have passed during the year.  

To include someone, contact the office at 724-330-5350 

or office@gracecoalcenter.org by OCTOBER 31.  Please 

provide a photo or two and the birth date and date of 

death for your loved one. 



Grace Family Matters 
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 Grace United Methodist Women met on September 9, 

2021 at noon in the Fellowship Hall for their annual picnic. 

There were 16 in attendance.  Barbara Turner, District Presi-

dent of the United Methodist Women and Mary Hart,   Dis-

trict Committee on Nominations, were also present.  There 

was a lot of good food and many goodies which we all en-

joyed.  Kathy Cleaver had us play two games which were re-

ally fun.   

Many, many thanks to the Grace Church congregation and Grace United 

Methodist Women  for their generosity in providing the necessary items asked for by the 

Washington Domestic Violence Women’s Shelter.  The basket was overflowing many times. 

The items were delivered the day of the picnic.  The center was very excited and amazed upon 

receiving all of the items. 

 At our next meeting of the United Methodist Women to be held on October 14, 2021 at 

1:00 pm in the Newkirk Room; we will be sending gift cards to our college students.  Please 

have the name(s) of your college student(s) and addresses  in by October 10th to either the 

church office or to Jean Belski at jb11848@zoominternet.net or 724-938-9615. 

 Cynthia Pysh will have devotions at the October meeting.  

Bonded in Love 

United in Christ 

Corey John Hazy                           

and                                                 

Tara Lynn Nohavicka                 

August 28, 2021 

 

Michael James Britton                           

and                                              

        Karly Lee Steele                                

        September 11, 2021 

mailto:jb11848@zoominternet.net
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In 1993 Franklin Graham received a call from a man in 
England asking if he’d be willing to fill shoeboxes with gifts 
for children in war-torn Bosnia.  Franklin agreed and with 
the help of his friend, the late Ross Rhoads of Calvary 
Church in Charlotte and additional gifts received from Can-
ada, 28,000 shoeboxes were delivered to the Balkans that 
first year.  Since then, 188 million children in more than 
170 countries and territories have received a shoebox.  
 
Beginning in 2009, over a million volunteers have taught 
Samaritan’s Purse’s follow-up discipleship course, The 
Greatest Journey, to 26.5 million children where they learn 
how to follow Christ and share Him with others.  More than 
12.5 million boys and girls have made a decision to accept 
Jesus as their Savior; many now share their faith with fami-
ly and friends resulting in new churches started and communities transformed.   
 
All this is happening because people around the world take the time to pack a shoebox.  As 
Franklin Graham, President of Samaritan’s Purse says, “Every box is an opportunity to reach a 
child with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”   
 
As Jesus reminds us in Matthew 9:37:  …“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”   
 

15 And then he told them, “You are to go into all the world and preach the Good News to every-
one, everywhere. 16 Those who believe and are baptized will be saved. But those who refuse to 
believe will be condemned.                                                                                           
                                                                                             Mark 16:15-16 TLB 

 
Follow Jesus - begin today to pray for this ministry and the children who will receive these gifts 
and start picking up small gifts to include in a box or two.   Boxes will be available soon.  Collec-
tion Sunday is November 14.  

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas 

Child Sunday                                      

is November 14, 2021 



Baptisms and Reception of Members ~ September 5, 2021 
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Jacob Albert Paroda, Jr.  Jennifer Lyn Phillips 

Janae Lyn Layhue   Jason Edward Layhue 

Noah James Layhue   Gavin Michael Layhue 

Jacob Albert Paroda, Jr.  Joy Lyn Paroda 

Jennifer Lyn Phillips                 Janae Lyn Layhue 

                               Jason Edward Layhue   

 



Grace Christian Ed Center ~ Renee Heckler, Director 
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              Happy October from your friends at GCEC! 

 The start of our school year has been a great one and we are 

happy to have welcomed some new friends to our classes. We 

have 44 students enrolled both full and part time and this        

includes a FULL Kindergarten Class. 

We have started our afterschool clubs with our older students 

that so far consist of a Drama Club, Nature Club and soon to 

begin a Cooking Club.  

 Students made cards for Grandparents Day in September and 

this month, we are creating our own Get Well/Thinking of You, 

cards for future use. If you know of someone who would enjoy receiving a card from the kiddos, 

let us know! 

THANK YOU: we want to share a heartfelt “Thank You” to everyone involved with the purchas-

ing and financial support for the lift. The willingness and commitment of Grace Church to com-

mit to accessibility for all, is greatly appreciated. 

GCEC will be sponsoring a Joe Corbi’s Fundraiser beginning in a few weeks! Funds will be     

donated to a future project of Grace Church. The school families and staff, want to “give back” 

to Grace Church and are so thankful for the support and prayers that is received. Order forms 

will be made available in the Narthex at the beginning of the fundraiser. 

 Thanks to all who voted in the Observer Reporter Best of the Best for Grace Christian Ed               

Center and Grace Church. 

 Wednesday Night Island Kids begins September 29th! 

We still need a few helpers. 6:00 – 7:30. If you are      

interested, please email Renee: gracechris-

tianed@gmail.com.  

Trunk A Treat: Our Annual Trunk A Treat will be held 

Saturday, October 30th at 5:00. Sign Up Sheets will be 

available in the Narthex in a few weeks. 

 

 

mailto:gracechristianed@gmail.com
mailto:gracechristianed@gmail.com


Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive                    

Coal Center, PA 15423 

 

 

724-330-5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                                                         

724-330-5503 ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP                                                                 

Saturday Evening                                                            

5:14 p.m. 

Sunday Morning                                                                                          

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

For information on our worship services,                      

please contact Chris at 724.330.5350 or                          

go to www.gracecoalcenter.org 

Nursery for infants through                

preschoolers is available during              

the 10:45 worship. 

Join our                                     

Facebook Live!                 

Worship every Sunday                         

at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship 

service will be available on our 

website Sunday afternoons. 

Grace Christian Education                      

Center Director                                   

Renee Heckler                                                

724—330-5123                                             

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Ministry                            

Todd Reagan                                                         

724-628-4957                                     

maynardtoearth@aol.com 

Care Committee Chair                        

David Ziolecki                                                       

724-330-5266                                                         

davidziolecki@gmail.com 

United Methodist Women                 

President ~ Jean Belski                                      

724-938-9615                                           

jb11848@zoominternet.net                                          

Youth Group Coordinator                          

Clyde Qualk, Jr.                                                    

724-809-1925                                              

qualk.clyde@bphawks.org                        

 

 

Staff Parish Relations Chair                   

Sean Miller                                                

724-914-3146                                            

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                                

Phil Riel                                                                    

724-970-9016                                                      

priel295@gmail.com                          

Lay Leaders                                                      

Kit Carson                                                                

724-785-2329                                                           

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                                                        

724-938-8821                                                               

k.parshall2875@gmail.com 

Church Council Chairperson                    

Ross Golden                                                

724-344-2000                                                  

wrgolden73@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair                    

Jim Short                                                           

724-258-9353                                        

jshort9590@aol.com 

OFFICE HOURS                        
(subject to change                          

without notice) 

Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday 9AM-4PM 

mailto:kscuster@zoominternet.net
mailto:office@gracecoalcenter.org
mailto:gracechristianed@gmail.com
mailto:maynardtoearth@aol.com
mailto:davidziolecki@gmail.com
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