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TRUNK A TREAT IS SET  
 for Saturday, October 24 at 5:14PM.   

Our annual fall celebration will take place entirely outdoors.  If the weather is foul, 
Trunk a Treat will be canceled, so keep your eye on our website 

(www.gracecoalcenter.org) & Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/GraceUMCCoalCenter 
This event is open to all children thru 5th graders. 

Set up your trunk with cool décor or bring your child and go car-to-car for fun treats!   
MASKS REQUIRED FOR ALL IN ATTENDANCE  

(Halloween masks aren’t acceptable.) 
Those passing out treats— please have them pre-packed. It is requested that you drop 
treats in the kids’ treat bags.  Children should NOT reach into a container to select a 

treat.  
October 14 is the deadline to register passing out treats OR children attending to 

gracechristianed@gmail.com.   

No scary or spooky decorations or costumes please. 

All Saints’ Day recognition will take place  

during both services on  

Sunday, November 1, 2020. 
 

This is the time when we lift up those who have passed on since our last All Saints’ Day on  

November 3, 2019.  If there is someone you would like to have included, contact the office  

(724-330-5350 or office@gracecoalcenter.org) no later than October 19.  Please provide a photo or 

two of your loved one by email, if possible, or drop pictures off in the office. 

The United Methodist Church conducts an annual meeting 

called “Charge Conference” where several churches come to-

gether for an evening to meet with their local District Superin-

tendent.  Grace Church has been honored to host a Charge 

Conference many times.  This year’s Charge Conference will be 

held October 13 at Brownsville First United Methodist Church.  

Due to COVID-19 crowd restrictions, space is limited to under 10 people per church.  Watch for 

a report in the coming months on news from this important annual meeting. 

mailto:office@gracecoalcenter.org
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We all know prayer is a vital part of the 

Christian life.  Prayer is the way we are 

able to communicate with God.  Since 

prayer is such a common practice for 

believers, over time it is easy to fall into 

habits that result in a lifeless and empty 

prayer life.  Instead of growing in      

conversation and relationship with God, 

a person can begin to simply experience 

prayer as something like a grocery list.   

The truth is we occasionally need to   

examine how we are doing.  Let me ask 

you to consider some questions         

concerning prayer: 

How effective are my prayers? 

 Is the Lord answering your petitions,        

  or does it seem as if they never go past the ceiling? 

Who am I praying for? 

 Are most of your requests for yourself or are they for others? 

What am I asking God to do? 

 Have you looked in the Bible to see what God wants,      

 or are you praying according to your plans and desires? 

When do I pray? 

 Is it only when you need something? 

I hope you find these questions challenging.  If you do, you are not alone.  The struggle for 

many is in realizing the importance of focusing on God instead of personal needs.  The only 

way to be able to pray with impact is to fill our minds with Scripture so we can find out what 

the Lord wants us to do.  Anyone’s prayer life can become more effective and dynamic if they 

are willing to approach the Lord with a clean heart (Psalm 66:18), align any requests with 

God’s will, and believe God will do what God says.  Prayer emphasized in these ways helps a 

person pray with absolute confidence, knowing God will hear and answer. 

Praying for others is known as intercessory prayer.  Sometimes we want to pray for someone 

else but aren’t sure what to say.  A great example in the Bible we can learn from is a prayer 

from the Apostle Paul in the book of Colossians.                                                                                             

          Continued on page 9 



Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good . . .    Psalm 107:8 
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Dear Grace Staff and Family, 
 I hope this finds you all well. Missing seeing all your  
faces and looking forward to the day things will be back to 

what they were. 
 You all are the backbone of our family and without each 
of you, we would have surely fallen apart. 
 Thank you again for keeping us from breaking apart. 
Sincerely, 

Mary and Girls 
~~~~~ 

 I thank everyone for their prayers while I was in the hospital.  Pastor Ken, my Sisters of 
Grace, my church family, and to Jean Belski for getting the prayer chain out.  I am home now, 
feeling better but need to rest, which most of you know is hard for me, but as sick as I was I am 

listening.   
 Thank you all and I hope to be seeing some of you one of these days. 
Bless you all, 
Joyce 
~~~~~ 

 I would like to thank Pat Mitchell for her beautiful work, dedication and love in making so 
many our of Prayer Shawls.  She has been such a blessing.  Since the pandemic and stay at home 
order from March until now, she has made 30.  Thank you very much, Pat. 
God bless, 
Joyce Hill 

Bonded in Love ~                              

United in Christ 
 

Michael S. Matyas                               

and                                             

Alicia M. Dible 
 

September 12, 2020 
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FIREWOOD 

Is there anything better than 

sitting around a fire?  The fire holds 

everyone’s attention and mostly, in 

the USA, we build fires for entertain-

ment or to supplement the heat in 

our homes.  Worldwide the number 

one use of wood is for firewood.  

Third world countries still cook and 

heat their homes primarily with 

wood.    

In Pennsylvania wood for  

firewood, by law, can only be sold by a “cord or fraction of a cord.” A cord of firewood is a 

stack 4 feet wide, 4 feet high and 8 feet long.  It contains 128 cubic feet of solid wood, but   

allowing for the space between logs it is more like 90 cubic feet of wood.  You may have heard 

of a face cord, usually it is 2 x 2 x 8, but by law there is no such thing. There are no face cords, 

bundles, piles, or truck loads, only “cords or fractions of a cord.” You have been warned!!! 

Wood is can be divided into two types, hard and softwoods.  Softwoods are the pines, 

spruces, firs.  When dry they are fine for an outdoor fire but in a fireplace, even when dry   

contain quite a bit of resins and can cause creosote buildup in the chimney.  Creosote is danger-

ous because it is combustible and is a common cause of chimney fires.  Hardwoods are best for 

fireplace and wood furnace applications. 

For comparison purposes: a ton of bituminous coal has about 26 million BTU (British 

Thermal Units) a measure of heat and we don’t have the space to explain, that can be your 

home work.  Many woods are excellent for firewood but coal is tough to beat in BTUs.   A 

cord of osage orange wood (the monkey ball tree) have about 32.9 million BTUs per cord and 

a cord of dry osage orange weighs about 4728 pounds, that is over two tons or about 14 mil-

lion BTUs per ton.  Black locust, oak, cherry, and fruit woods (apple, pear, etc) are dense and 

are excellent firewood.  Aspen, willow, ash, sycamore, and some maples are not as good but if 

the price is right they can do just as well, you simply burn more of it. 

Proverbs 26:20 Without wood a fire goes out . . . 

Ross Golden 



Anderson, Gavin ~                                                                    

United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~                          

United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force  

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force                        

Christopher Wright ~ United States Army 

Military Prayer List 
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OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Grace Christian Ed Center 
 Preschool for potty-trained  3 & 4 year olds 

 Kindergarten class for 5 year olds 

Registration forms are on the table in the narthex. 

For more information contact                                                   

Renee Heckler, Christian Ed Director:                                     

724-330-5123; gracechristianed@gmail.com 

PLEASE SHARE WITH THOSE YOU KNOW WHO HAVE                    

PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN AGED CHILDREN! 



Food Pantry Update  
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Suggested item for                  

October:  Toilet Paper 

At the September 5, 2020, Truck to Trunk 

distribution we served 147 vehicles which 

led to 417 people along with the additional 

CSFP boxes being distributed for 73 elderly. 

The breakdown of recipients age wise is:         

Ages 0-5=27, Ages 6-12=31, Ages 13-17=40, 

Ages 18-24=68, Ages 35-59=116,                       

Ages 60+=135. 

We had 18 volunteers and that was VERY 

MUCH APPRECIATED.  Thanks to everyone who signed up or came out to 

help.  Please go to www.gwcfb.org to volunteer each month—it is only neces-

sary to complete the volunteer application one time. 

Tag on “Get Involved,” scroll down to volunteer, down to (red box) sign up 

genius, Truck to Trunk distributions. 

There is always a need to help pack boxes throughout the week and some-

times for data entry.  Keep checking the site if you wish to volunteer indoors 

or for “office” style work. 

If anyone is in need to apply for food bank, please visit www.gwcfb.org and 

click on “About Us”, scroll down to sign up for assistance and complete the 

application.  If you do not have access to the internet, call Rebecca at                   

724-632-2190 extension 107. 



Grace United Methodist Women 
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Grace United Methodist Women met on September 

10, 2020 at 11:30 am under the tree in the circle of 

the church.  There were 7 members present. 

Discussion was made for the District Meeting to be 

held on October 2020.  This meeting will be on line.  

A memorial service will be held for the UMW   

members who passed away from October 2019 to 

September 2020.  We had one member, MaryAnne McCracken who will be    

honored at this service. 

Due to the COVID-19 situation, Grace United Methodist Women voted to cancel 

our Christmas Party/Banquet which was to be held at Hugo’s Restaurant.  We  

instead voted to have a meeting on December 10, 2020 at 1:00 pm in the Newkirk 

room.  Those who are coming are ask to being some Christmas cookies.  Coffee, 

tea and water will be provided. 

October is the UMW’s “goodie box” month.  We are asking the parents of all     

college students to submit their student’s name and address to Jean Belski –

jb11848@zoominternet.net or the church office before October 4, 2020.   

We voted to help the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church with 

a donation to provide Reentry Kits for those leaving Ohio prisons. COVID-19 

Reentry kits are similar to the UMCOR hygiene kits, adding shampoo, hand sani-

tizer, a mask and an encouraging note.  

Grace United Methodist Women also voted to submit our 2021 pledge to the   

District.  In the past we have been very blessed to be able to meet our pledge and 

pay it before the October deadline.  

Our October 10, 2020 meeting will be held at 11:30 am under our favorite tree, 

weather permitting.   Cynthia Pysh will have our devotions. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jean Belski, President,  Grace United Methodist Women 



 

Page 9 

www.gracecoalcenter.org 

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and understanding, so that you 

may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as 

you grow in the knowledge of God.  May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 

glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving 

thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

the light.  He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  (bold emphasis is mine)   

             Colossians 1:9-14 NRSV 

We can pray the same requests with confidence. 

-Be filled with the knowledge of God’s will and grow in wisdom of spiritual things. 

Not only do we need to know God’s plan for our individual lives; we also need discernment to distin-

guish God’s plan from our own self-generated ideas. 

-Live in a way worth of the Lord, one that pleases God. 

 The purpose of life is to glorify God, not ourselves. 

-Bear fruit in every good work 

 We should not be wrapped up in our lives so much that we are not contributing to help others. 

-Grow in the knowledge of God 

 As we read the Bible and apply it to our lives we find ourselves gaining a deeper understanding 

of God. 

-Be made strong with God’s power so we can endure everything with patience. 

 A Christian life is lived only with the power of God, the Holy Spirit. 

-Joyfully giving thanks for all God’s done for us 

 Being able to share in an eternal inheritance is just one example of the many wonderful things 

God has done for us. 

 

Too often the focus of many requests is on worldly needs and what is missed is the deeper spiritual work 

God wants to do.  It is not hard to imagine how effective prayer becomes when a person shifts the em-

phasis from personal petitions to what God desires.  Praying in such a way transforms us. 

Godspeed                                                     Ken 

Praying for you from the computer . . .   Pastor Ken 
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Christmas time is a couple months away but Operation Christmas 

Child time is NOW!  Grace Church continues our long standing tradition of 

supporting Samaritan’s Purse through donating shoe boxes filled with items for 

needy children here in the USA and around the globe.  For all the details go to 

www.samaritanspurse.org.  Here is a quick breakdown: 

 Pick up a box in the narthex after worship 

 Pick up a box in the church office during                

normal office hours: Tuesday, Thursday,                     

Friday 9-3 

 Use your own shoebox and wrap it in             

Christmas paper (LID MUST BE                  

WRAPPED SEPARATELY) 

 Purchase a plastic shoebox with lid 

 Purchase an official OCC box at                              

Hobby Lobby 

 Fill the box with items suitable for the age              

category of your choice (see list on page 11) 

 Bring your box to the church when attending                     

worship on Saturday, November 14 or                 

Sunday, November 15 OR drop it off at the                    

office  November 10, 12 or 13 from 9-3 

 You may also Build a Shoebox Online through 

the OCC website.  For a $25 donation, you se-

lect the gender and age range of the child and 

all of the items to be included in the box. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/buildonline/?

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected so many aspects of life.                                    

Let us be sure it does not affect our call to ministry.                                             

Filling a box for Operation Christmas Child is a wonderful way to                              

answer the call by Christ to serve the least of these.                                          

Now more than ever, children need hope! 



Operation Christmas Child 
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DO NOT INCLUDE: 

Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; 

war-related items such as toy guns,                         

knives or military figures; chocolate or food; 

seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks;                         

drink mixes (powdered or liquid);                                    

liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins;                        

breakable items such as snow globes or                       

glass containers; aerosol cans. 

DO INCLUDE: 

A “wow” item ~ something just for fun                          

like a small ball, doll or toy 

Personal Care Items 

Clothing & Accessories 

Crafts & Activities 

Toys 

School Supplies 

Download OCC’s complete instructions on 

how to pack a shoebox and what to include 

in the shoebox.  They offer detailed listings 

of suggested items all at this link: 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-

suggestions/ 



Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive                    

Coal Center, PA 15423 

 

 

724-330-5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                                                         

724-330-5503 ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                              

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP                                                                

Saturday Evening                                                            

5:14 p.m. 

Sunday Morning                                                                                          

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

For information on our worship services,                      

please contact Chris at 724.330.5350 or                          

go to www.gracecoalcenter.org 

Nursery available for infants through              

preschoolers now available during                         

the 10:45 worship 

Join our                                   

Facebook Live!                 

Worship every Sunday                         

at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship 

service will be available on our 

website Sunday afternoons. 

Grace Christian Education                      

Center Director                                   

Renee Heckler                                                

724—330-5123                                             

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Ministry                            

Todd Reagan                                                         

724-628-4957                                     

maynardtoearth@aol.com 

Care Committee Chair                        

David Ziolecki                                                       

724-330-5266                                                         

davidziolecki@gmail.com 

United Methodist Women                 

President ~ Jean Belski                                      

724-938-9615                                           

jb11848@zoominternet.net                                          

Youth Group Coordinator                          

Clyde Qualk, Jr.                                                    

724-809-1925                          

qualk@zoominternet.net 

 

Staff Parish Relations Chair                   

Sean Miller                                                

724-914-3146                                            

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                                

Phil Riel                                                                    

724-970-9016                                                      

priel295@gmail.com                          

Lay Leaders                                                      

Kit Carson                                                                

724-785-2329                                                           

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                                                        

724-938-8821 

Church Council Chairperson                    

Ross Golden                                                

724-344-2000                                                  

wrgolden73@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair                    

Jim Short                                                           

724-258-9353                                        

jshort9590@aol.com 
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