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HELP NEEDED! 

Refrigerator needs moved from a basement to a 

house two miles away.  Contact Sherry Cramer                                    

if you can help.  724-366-3784 

Suggested donations             

for May: 
 

Hooded baby towels;               

Baby washcloths 

FREE Twin Bed with bookcase in headboard and 

drawers on the bottom. 

Contact Cindi Leckemby at 724-809-0802. 

You will need a truck to haul this furniture. 

Grace is accepting a special offering to aid the 

people of Ukraine during this time of                

violence in their country. To contribute: 

 Use one of the white offering envelopes found 

in the narthex CLEARLY MARKED 

“UKRAINE” and place in offering plates at the 

front of the sanctuary. 

 Go to gracecoalcenter.org/giving and                

select from the subfunds options, UMCOR—

Ukraine 

 Mail to: Grace UMC,                                             

  420 California Drive  

  Coal Center PA 15423 

OMIN will host another fellow-

ship luncheon on June 17 as an 

All-American Picnic. There will 

be a sign-up sheet in the nar-

thex in the next couple of weeks 

for reservations.  The event is 

being capped at 50 attendees. 

gracecoalcenter.org/giving


 Much time and effort over the 

last few years has been put into 

immunology.  When I think 

about immunology, I frequently 

go back into my memory to a 

story of Louis Pasteur, one of 

the pioneers of immunology. 

Louis lived during a time when 

thousands of people died each 

year of rabies.  Pasteur had 

worked for years on a vaccine.  

As he was to the point in his 

work that he was about to     

experiment on using it for him-

self, a 9-year-old boy named     

Joseph Meister, was bitten by a 

rapid dog.   

The boy’s mother begged     

Pasteur to experiment and use 

the vaccine on her son.  Pas-

teur injected Joseph for 10 days—and the boy lived. 

Decades later, after having accomplished so much, Pasteur asked for 

3 words to be engraved on his headstone:  JOSEPH MEISTER LIVED 

It reminds me that our greatest legacy will be those who live eternal-

ly because of our efforts to share the good news of Jesus Christ.             

HE LIVES! 

Godspeed                                  Ken 

Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken 
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Give Thanks to Him & Praise His Name!  Psalm 100:4 
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In Memory of Clyde Qualk, Sr ~ gifted to GCEC $2,545 

In Memory of Chad Reagan (Todd’s brother) ~ memorial fund $50 

In Memory of Ralph K. Nutt (Kathleen Umbel’s father) ~ memorial fund $50 

In Memory of Gladys Sadvary ~ endowment fund $410 

Domenic Partezana ~ March 8, 2022 

 Carol Partezana ~ March 21, 2022 

  Gladys Sadvary ~ April 4, 2022 



INTANGIBLES 

 Often society looks at the outdoors in 

terms of acres of timber, board feet of lum-

ber, cords of wood, and gallons of maple 

syrup or assign some dollar value to these 

products.  This is not wrong, these activities 

provide jobs, goods, and services we want 

and need.  And contrary to the thoughts of 

some, these activities do not harm the envi-

ronment.  In fact, there are more trees today 

than in most of the last century and the 

1800’s, in Pennsylvania and most of the US.  

This also applies to the number of white tails 

deer and turkeys.  But there are other things 

to consider.   

 The intangibles of the outdoors are 

just as important.  These things are difficult 

to evaluate because they are so individual.  

These intangibles include fall leaves, a simple 

walk in the woods, enjoying wild flowers, 

the smell of a skunk (ok just kidding).  The 

outdoors can be an important place to un-

wind and relax.  This can be accomplished 

by hunting, trapping, camping, hiking, bird 

watching (don’t think this is nerdy, there are 

some awesome birds in this area).  Have you 

ever watched the grace of a hawk or vulture 

in flight?  Have you ever seen an eagle?  

They are rare but they are here.  Consider 

watching the stars on a clear night.  In No-

vember was the Leonid’s meteor shower and 

in December were the Geminids.  Watch in 

January from the first to the tenth, the 

Quadrantids, meteor shower will be most 

visible in the Northern Hemisphere, but usu-

al bad weather in January can limit their 

viewing.  There are many things in the out-

doors to see and learn if we slow down and 

not just look but see. 

 Take the time to just sit and watch.  

As it says in Psalm 46:10 Be still and know 

that I am God… 

Psalm 23:2-3  He makes me lie down in 

green pastures. He leads me beside s                       

till waters. He restores my soul.  

Job 12:7-9   “But ask the beasts, and they 

will teach you; the birds of the heavens,                    

and they will tell you; or the bushes of the 

earth, and they will teach you; and the              

fish of the sea will declare to you.                           

Who among all these does not know that 

the hand of the Lord has done this? 

Exploring God’s World with Ross Golden  
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23%3A2-3&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+12%3A7-9&version=ESV


Military Prayer List  
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Anderson, Gavin ~ United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Haschets, Anthony ~ United States Air Force 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~                                            

United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Minor, Gabriel ~ United States Army 

Minor, Lucas ~ United States Army 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force 

Paci, Jacob ~ United States Air Force 

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force 

Wright, Christopher ~ United States Army 

I want to thank everyone for the positive response to my 

newsletter article last month.  So many people have 

seen me in church and offered words of support and  

encouragement. Some great ideas have been suggested 

for our summer program and a few people have stepped 

up as volunteers! 

I opened up registration in early April and we now have 12 middle schoolers signed up for 

the Summer with SWAG program.  I am very excited about this group, and hopefully, this 

is just the beginning! Plans so far include a farm tour at The SpringHouse, an outing to 

get a behind the scenes look at Padiddle Donuts, nature walks at the church, a guest 

speaker giving instruction on first aid and baking days to supply goodies for Grace Café. 

In May, I will be planning out the events for the Tuesdays/Thursdays and am still in need 

of volunteers. If you have availability during weekdays this summer, please consider 

spending some time with us! There is no pressure to prepare anything. It may be as     

simple as playing a board game with the kids, baking in the kitchen with them, or simply 

coming along on an excursion. Lastly, please continue to pray that this ministry would 

serve a purpose that glorifies God!  Keren 



Our April distribution was a display of 

teamwork!  Our team of 24 intrepid vol-

unteers worked hard to serve the food 

insecure of our community.  The clients 

were grateful and thankful!   

Each month, we all agree how proud we are at the quality 

and quantity of the food we are sharing.  Top quality beef, 

chicken and pork with the occasional seafood are given. 

Really nice produce, as well as eggs, cheese and milk, are 

shared almost every month.  Kristen places the order and 

is very deliberate in what she chooses, selecting only the 

best that we can receive for our neighbors.  Most of us 

have experienced times of need.  If you or someone you 

know is in that position today, please do not hesitate to 

come on Saturday, May 7, between 9AM-11AM.  Help is a 

hand UP not a hand out.  To find out more to go: https://

pittsburghfoodbank.org/find-food/get-help/ 

Country Six Food Pantry ~ Kristen Louttit & Jane Diethorn  
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A few days before our April 2 distribution we learned that 

we would be having the annual inspection that is required 

by the state.  We are proud to share that we passed with 

flying colors.  At this inspection, we also received from 

GPCFB, raingear for our traffic crew, EZ UP canopies to 

protect the food from rain, snow and sun, as well as two 

sign boards.  At the conclusion of our inspection we 

learned that out of all the GPCFB distributions that       

follow the same model as we, Country Six is the only pan-

try who routinely has children helping on the distribution 

line!  That is amazing to us.  These kids, some as young as six years, are a    

vital part of our team!  Why wouldn’t we include them?  The teens are given 

heavier items while the younger ones handle smaller food.  Eggs are always   

given to a child and not once have they been dropped.  Give a kid responsibil-

ity.  Teach them with kindness what is expected and stand back and watch 

them show up! So, here is a shout out to the young ones who get up early, 

stand in the freezing cold or blazing sun and sacrifice their Saturday mornings, 

to help others.  Way to go boys and girls of Country Six!  K and J 

 

https://pittsburghfoodbank.org/find-food/get-help/
https://pittsburghfoodbank.org/find-food/get-help/


Grace Family Matters  
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Grace Women in Faith (formerly 

Grace United Methodist Women) met 

on April 7, 2022 at 1:00 pm in the 

Newkirk Room of Grace Church.  There 

were 10 members and two guests pre-

sent.  Olga Weaver and Kay Sokolosky 

provided the delicious snack for our 

meeting.  We were saddened by the death of our dear member and friend Gladys 

Sadvary.   

Five of us attended the District Meeting at California UMC on March 20th 

where we received our “Mission Today” certificate.  The next district meeting will be 

the “Spring Retreat” on April 30th  in the West Washington UMC in Washington, 

PA.  There will be a memorial service of all of the members who have died this past 

year. 

The Mother-Daughter-Sister-Friend banquet will be held on  Thursday, May 

12th at 5:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall of Grace Church.  Registration forms are in 

the Narthex of the church and payment is due with the registration by May 1st. 

We also voted to give a donation to UMCOR for the people in Ukraine.  See 

the April Grace Reporter  for more information on how UMCOR is helping. 

It was brought to our attention that Mission U will be held on August 17 

through August 21 at Jumonville PA.  More information will be given later. 

Easter Cards  were signed by those present and sent to our shut-ins. 

Thank you all for you/your donations for the “Bakeless Bake Sale”.  Your 

generosity was most appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jean Belski, President   

Grace Women in Faith 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is official!  We have been approved to have a First Grade 

classroom for the 2022-2023 school year.  We have four 

openings left for 1st grade, five for kindergarten and several 

for Preschool/Pre-K. 

Secret Pals:  We would like to thank all of our Secret Pal 

participants for their correspondence and gifts to our     

Kindergarten Students.  This project will be one of the best 

memories of their school year! 

Recognition:  May is Staff Appreciation Month!  On May 

22nd, we will recognize the staff of GCEC and the volun-

teers for Grace Island Kids and Junior Church at the                 

10:45 service. 

Service Project: The students of GCEC will be collecting 

money in their “special treasure chests” that will be includ-

ed with the church donations for Ukraine. 

Mother’s Day:  Students of the school are creating special 

gifts for all of the ladies in attendance on Mother’s Day. 

Grace Garden:  Clean up and renovations of our vegetable 

garden has begun!  We are adding more raised beds for  

vegetables and flowers. 

Kindergarten:  Our Kindergartners                                              

will graduate May 26! 

Save the Date:  Vacation Bible School ~ July 11-15 

Grace Christian Ed Center ~ Renee Heckler, Director 
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Motherhood is   

a million little 

moments that 

God weaves    

together with 

grace,                   

redemption, 

laughter,                    

tears,                            

and most of 

all, love.  
 

-Lysa TerKeurst 



Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive 

Coal Center, PA  15423 

 

724—330—5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                        

724-330-5503  ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

Grace Christian Education 

Center Director                     

Renee Heckler                       

724-330-5123                          

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Director                

Todd Reagan                                

724-628-4957                                

maynardtoearth@aol.com                               

Lay Leaders                                             

Kit Carson                              

724-785-2329                               

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                       

724-322-4447                                                        

k.parshall2875@gmail.com 

Mission Team Chair                    

Sherry Cramer                              

724-239-4508                                      

scramer48@comcast.net 

Care Committee Chair               

David Ziolecki                      

724-330-5266                           

davidziolecki@gmail.com 

United Methodist Women 

President ~ Jean Belski                   

724-938-9615                                              

jb11848@zoominternet.net 

Youth Group Coordinator 

Clyde Qualk, Jr.                                       

724-809-1925                         

qualk.clyde@bphawks.org 

Church Council Chair               

Ross Golden                        

724-344-2000                                

wrgolden73@gmail.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                

Phil Riel                                         

724-970-9016                                  

priel295@gmail.com                                   

Staff Parish Relations Chair 

Sean Miller                                 

724-914-3146                                 

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair              

Jim Short                                        

724-258-9353                               

jshort9590@aol.com 

OFFICE HOURS                 

Subject to change              

without notice. 

Tuesday,                

Thursday and            

Friday 9AM-4PM 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

Saturday Evening 

5:14PM 
 

Sunday Morning 

8:30AM and 10:45AM 
 

Nursery is available for infants through pre-

schoolers during the 10:45 worship service. 

Join our Facebook Live Worship 

every Sunday at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship service will be 

available on our website Sunday afternoon.   

www.gracecoalcenter.org 
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