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Grace Church!  You did it!  Once again, you showed up when the call was given.  

A whopping 20 volunteers came out on Saturday, April 10, and cleaned up the 

community in our semi-annual Highway Cleanup event.  At total of 43 bags of 

trash, along with several large items, were collected.  The saying, “Many hands 

make light work” was evident as the clean up was completed in record time.  

Watch for the announcement this fall for the next clean up date. 

Spring 2021 Clean Up Crew 



Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken 
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I’ve been thinking about a person in 

the Bible who was forced into isola-

tion because of a health issue.  I 

have a new understanding of her 

situation with the isolation we have 

been experiencing the past year.  In 

Luke chapter 8, Jesus healed a 

woman who had been experiencing 

hemorrhaging for not one or two 

years, but 12 years.   

I try to imagine how this woman 

maintained a hope for healing, especially with the stigma that her illness brought her, and 

what I keep thinking about is how she kept looking for a cure.  I think one of the main things 

that brought her to the feet of Jesus was her determination.   

A deep longing for love and acceptance is a normal need for any person, let alone someone 

who has been placed in isolation.  The religious laws of the day kept this woman from being 

able to experience those needs, because anyone who touched the woman was considered un-

clean.  It makes me realize what she experienced was much more magnified than the isolation 

we have had to go through. 

Not only did Jesus heal her physical ailment, Jesus also healed her spiritually and emotional-

ly.  Jesus provided the woman with an abundance of mercy and grace.  He did not resist and 

stay away from her because of her suffering.  Jesus saw her need and knew only He could 

meet it.  No matter how complex life may seem to get, God has an answer to your needs.  The 

woman that was hemorrhaging believed if she could just stretch out her hand far enough to 

touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, she would be healed. 

It is a tremendous demonstration of faith! 

In His compassion, Jesus turned to her and said, 

 “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” Luke 8:48 NRSV 

What is your need?  Will you place it in the hands of the loving Savior and trust Jesus to meet 

it in His timing? 

Godspeed                                                   Ken 



Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good . . .    Psalm 107:8 
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A special thank you to my secret sister for my pretty 
plant and the Easter bag with candy filled eggs. 

Sherry Cramer 

~~~~~ 

Dear Grace United Methodist Church, 

Thank you all so much for all your efforts you put forth 
to supply us with items for our little ones.  The families 
get so excited when we are able to fulfill the needs of 

their little ones.  This was made possible through your 
thoughtful gifts.  The true heart of the Lord is expressed through people like you! 

Maximum blessings,  Mary & Pam at New Life Options 

P. S. Thank you, Chris, for delivering! 

~~~~~ 

I would like to thank the Care Team for the Easter Lily, soup and bread and the children 
for the card and chocolate bunny. 

Thank you very much,  Gladys Sadvary 

~~~~~ 

Dear Grace Church Family, 

Clyde and I would like to thank the Care Committee, the school children and all of you 

for the food, flowers, cards and prayers.  The kindness shown to us during this time that 
Clyde is unable to attend church means a lot to us. May God continue to bless all of you. 

Clyde and Mary Jane Qualk 

~~~~~ 

Grace UMC Junior Church, 

Thank you for your continued support of the Mon Valley Hospital Foundation, our pa-

tients and our community.  Your donation of handmade cards for our staff at Monongahe-
la Valley Hospital is very much appreciated. 

We are so grateful for your efforts. As you know, our team has been working tirelessly 

to keep our community healthy. The time and effort put into writing such beautiful, en-
couraging messages goes a long way and is love by our staff. 

Again, thank you for your support of our team and for choosing MVH to be the recipient 
of your charitable work. 

Sincerely, Melissa Marion, CFRS, Director, MVH Foundation 



Exploring God’s World with Ross Golden 
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WEEDS 

 Gardeners are almost always troubled with weeds.  You know 

what they say (who ever they are) “one year of seeds and seven years 

of weeds.”  But what is a weed?  If you have a prize winning rose    

garden all carefully trimmed, watered, and fed, then a couple of corn 

stalks grow up in the middle, the corn is a weed.  If your lawn is full of 

dandelions are they weeds.  Do you eat the dandelion leaves in your 

salad or make dandelion wine, then no.  A weed is simply an undesira-

ble plant. 

 Weeds have good and bad points.  On the pro side weeds can 

prevent erosion, breakup hardpan, and add organic matter to the soil. Plants like clover are  

legumes.  Legumes are also known as nitrogen fixers and can improve the fertility of the soil.  

Keep in mind that if you are growing the clover for hay it is not a weed but, if it taking over 

your garden it may be.   On the con side, weeds can use a lot of water and nutrients that are 

now unavailable to your desired plants. 

 There is another group of weeds.  They are called noxious or invasive.  According to the 

U.S. Forest Service, 

 “noxious weeds generally possess one or more of the following characteristics: 

aggressive and difficult to manage, poisonous, toxic, parasitic, a carrier or host of 

serious insects or disease, and being native or new to or not common to the Unit-

ed States or parts thereof. A noxious weed is one that causes disease or has other 

adverse effects on the human environment and therefore is detrimental to the  

agriculture and commerce of the United States and to the public health.” 

 A few noxious weeds in Pennsylvania include: multiflora rose, kudzu vine, Japanese 

knotweed, and tree of heaven.  Multiflora rose is invasive and host for rose rosette disease.  

Host means it carries the disease but is not affected by it, but can pass it on.   It was originally 

introduced as a natural fence and guard rail.  Kudzu vine is invasive and host of soybean rust.  

It was introduced in the 1800’s at an exposition in Philadelphia as a shade plant. Kudzu was 

used in the 1950’s by Bethlehem Steel to cover slag piles.  Japanese knotweed is an invasive 

plant and we have a small patch on the church property.  It currently seems to be held in check 

by mowing.  Tree of heaven or ailanthus is an invasive tree brought from China in the 1700’s as 

an ornamental tree.  Tree of heaven aside from being pretty has no other use.  The wood is not 

even suitable for burning. 

Genesis 3:17-19 

. . . cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of 

your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.   

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from   

it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”  (NIV) 

Japanese 

Knotweed 



Anderson, Gavin ~                                                             

United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~                      

United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force  

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force                        

Wright, Christopher ~ United States Army 

Military Prayer List 
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YOUR CHILDREN - OUR PASSION - THE FUTURE  

 Preschool for potty-trained  3 & 4 year olds 

 Kindergarten class for 5 year olds 

 Before/after program for California & Charleroi 

 School Districts 

Registration forms are on the table in the narthex. 

For more information contact Renee Heckler, Christian Ed Director:                                     

724-330-5123; gracechristianed@gmail.com 
 

PLEASE SHARE WITH THOSE YOU KNOW WHO HAVE        
PRESCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN-AGED OR SCHOOL-AGED 

CHILDREN WHO NEED SUPERVISION  
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL HOURS 



Food Pantry Updates  

Page 7 

www.gracecoalcenter.org 

May suggested item:   

Laundry detergent 

No big report this month as the April distribution was held on 

March 27, so the clients could receive their Easter dinner 

items in plenty of time to plan their meals. 

Watch the June issue of Grace Reporter for information on 

coming changes for the food bank! 

In the meantime, please support this mission of Grace Church 

as you are able with donations of the suggested item of the 

month.  There is a tote in the library where donations may              

be placed. 

The next Truck to Trunk distribution is set for  Saturday, May 1.  Parking lot/traffic volun-

teers should arrive no later than 7:15AM.     Processors should arrive no later than 7:45AM.  

Volunteers who will load the trunks should arrive no later than 8:00AM.  Remember                      

to SIGN UP on the Volunteer Sign Up sheet found in the narthex or by letting the church   

office know by emailing: office@gracecoalcenter.org. Or sign up at gwcfb.org on the                        

volunteer page. 

Did you know that the public can 

purchase items produced on The 

Farm at the GWCFB?  Fruits,               

vegetables and fresh eggs are all 

sold through the Thrift Store.                

Although the Thrift Store does sell 

gently-used, donated items, they 

also have new, unopened items 

such as toiletries and cleaning products.  Check it out: 

Monday ~ 10AM-3PM 

Tuesday through Friday ~ 10AM-6PM 

Saturday ~ 9AM-4:30PM 



Grace Family Matters 
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Grace United Methodist Women met on April 8, 2021 at 1 

pm in the Newkirk Room.  There were 8 members present.  

Kathy Cleaver had the devotions and read from the “Prayer 

Calendar”.   Jean Belski had a “Response Moment”  from the 

“Response “ Magazine.  The article was about how the Unit-

ed Methodist Women helped  the women of Brazil learn to 

weave and knit which helped their confidence and              

self-esteem .  They sold their garments at the markets which 

helped them earn money to support their families. 

 We finalized our May Luncheon which will be held on May 13, 2021 at 1:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.   This is in place of the Mother-Daughter-Sister-Friend Banquet which we are 

cautious due to the COVID 19 virus..   

 The United Methodist Women made a donation to the Chimney fund.  Also we made a 

donation to UMCOR for the floods in the southern states. 

 A discussion was held on cooking for the funeral luncheons.  Since we are few in      

numbers now and that we are all older, we decided that we would be happy to help set up and 

serve the lunches if they are catered or if the food is brought from home.   

 Tentative plans for our summer picnic were discussed.  We are planning to have           

the picnic on July 8, 2021 under the tree in the circle.  More discussion will be made at the next 

meetings. 

The Missions Team would like to thank all who contributed 

items for New Life Options Pregnancy Resource Center. The 

items were recently delivered and greatly appreciated by the 

staff. They are celebrating the birth of two babies in recent 

months:  Isaac and Bella, and are praising God for these new 

lives.  They are also praising God that during a recent Friday 

Night Live program, one of their moms gave her life to Christ! Please be in prayer for the mission of 

NLO and the families they serve, including the families of the newborns Isaac and Bella. 

For this quarter of 2021, the Team asks that you consider making a monetary donation to NLO. Grace 

is taking part in the “Blessed and Be Blessed” fund. The monies in this fund will be used to purchase 

new cribs and car seats for their families who are expecting a birth. The moms and dads are required to 

attend 12 weeks of parenting classes to be eligible to receive one of these new items for their newborn.  

You may make your donations: in the offering plate (checks payable to Grace UMC with  “NLO” in the 

memo line; or by mail to GUMC, 420 California Drive, Coal Center PA 15423.  Give online at  

gracecoalcenter.org/giving.  Under ‘fund dropdown’ select ‘Special Funds’ and ‘New Life Options Preg-

nancy Resource Center’ from Sub Fund.  
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In December 2019, a few seniors who lived alone 
decided to get together once a month for a time of 
fellowship.  After meeting at the church a few 
months, the coronavirus changed our plans.  We 
met at the homes of a couple of members of the 
group for lunch and crafts until the weather was 
warm enough to be outside.  A few of the things we 
did this past year was a craft turning old books into 
crosses, an afternoon of mini golf, painting pump-
kins and a trip to the SpringHouse.  We chose a 
name for our group:  SOLO (Senior Outreach Living 
Optimistically) and a slogan ~ “we laugh together, 
we cry together.” 

We have come to know one another’s hearts as we 
share our concerns and also our joys and relax in the 
company of other believers.  We will not be meeting again until it is safe from the virus but    
until then we will keep in touch by phone.  We will announce in the Grace Reporter when we 
will resume meeting in person.  Until then, if you would like to join our phone conversations, 
please let me know at 724-489-9022. 

Ruthie Marier 

Grace Family Matters 

Ronald Deems transferred his membership  

to Grace on April, 11, 2021 from Calvary UMC 

in Uniontown.  Welcome to the family at 

Grace Church, Ronald!  You are loved! 

Baptized in the faith                                

on April 17, 2021 was                           

Pria Marie Vargo,                             

daughter of Seth & Kim Vargo                 

and sister to Presley Jo.                         

Pria is a granddaughter                           

of Pam & Bill Marsich. 



Grace Christian Education Center    Renee Heckler, Director 

Page 10 

Grace Reporter 

RITE AID FUND RAISER SUPPORTS GCEC 

With Rxfundraising, every time you fill a prescription or 

shop at Rite Aid using your wellness+ rewards number, 

you will be supporting GCEC.  The school will receive 

funds for all purchases, including prescriptions and all 

other items in the store.  Get started by registering at our 

website, under the Christian Ed Center page.   

REGISTER TODAY!  

 

VBS 2021 
        July 19th – July 23rd 

 

Planning will begin very soon! 

If you would like to help                      

in anyway to make this                  

year’s VBS a success,                  

PLEASE email Renee at:                                                       

gracechristianed@gmail.com  

 

We will be following whatever CDC guidelines/

recommendations in place at the time of VBS* 

 

            Jesus’ Power Has Given Us HOPE! 

mailto:gracechristianed@gmail.com


Our Conference Sponsored Camp, Conference and Retreat Centers 
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Your conference operated Camps, Conference Centers and Retreat Centers are planning wonderful 
things for 2021.  Grace Church has camperships available to attend events at these locations for those 
who are actively involved at Grace. 

Jumonville Camp & Retreat Center 

887 Jumonville Road, Hopwood PA 15445 

www.jumonville.org 

724-439-4912 

Wesley Woods Christian Camp & 

Conference Center 

1001 Fiddlersgreen Road,                                 

Grand Valley PA 16420 

wesleywoods.com 

814-436-7802 

Olmsted Manor Retreat Center 

17 East Main Street, Ludlow PA 16333 

www.olmstedmanor.org 

814-945-6512 

Camp Allegheny 

100 Camp Allegheny Drive,                                  

Stoystown PA 15563 

www.campallegheny.org 

814-754-5122 



Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive                    

Coal Center, PA 15423 

 

 

724-330-5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                                                         

724-330-5503 ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP                                                                 

Saturday Evening                                                            

5:14 p.m. 

Sunday Morning                                                                                          

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

For information on our worship services,                      

please contact Chris at 724.330.5350 or                          

go to www.gracecoalcenter.org 

Nursery for infants through                

preschoolers is available during              

the 10:45 worship. 

Join our                                     

Facebook Live!                 

Worship every Sunday                         

at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship 

service will be available on our 

website Sunday afternoons. 

Grace Christian Education                      

Center Director                                   

Renee Heckler                                                

724—330-5123                                             

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Ministry                            

Todd Reagan                                                         

724-628-4957                                     

maynardtoearth@aol.com 

Care Committee Chair                        

David Ziolecki                                                       

724-330-5266                                                         

davidziolecki@gmail.com 

United Methodist Women                 

President ~ Jean Belski                                      

724-938-9615                                           

jb11848@zoominternet.net                                          

Youth Group Coordinator                          

Clyde Qualk, Jr.                                                    

724-809-1925                                              

qualk.clyde@bphawks.org                        

 

 

Staff Parish Relations Chair                   

Sean Miller                                                

724-914-3146                                            

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                                

Phil Riel                                                                    

724-970-9016                                                      

priel295@gmail.com                          

Lay Leaders                                                      

Kit Carson                                                                

724-785-2329                                                           

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                                                        

724-938-8821                                                               

k.parshall2875@gmail.com 

Church Council Chairperson                    

Ross Golden                                                

724-344-2000                                                  

wrgolden73@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair                    

Jim Short                                                           

724-258-9353                                        

jshort9590@aol.com 
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