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“ . .  .The Kingdom of God is near!     

Repent of your sins and believe the 

Good News!”  Mark 1:15 



YOU In Ministry 
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Many companies, 

both large and small, 

offer a matching gift 

program.  Corporate 

Giving has many fac-

ets.  Some companies 

will give a matching 

gift ~ they will do-

nate to the charity of your choice dollar for dollar when you donate first.  Some 

companies will pay a charity for your volunteer time.  There are at least two em-

ployers of Grace Church friends who regularly give to our church when our mem-

bers give.  Check with your HR representative to ask what your employer may of-

fer.  Then contact Chris in the church office to set up an account.  724-330-5350 

or office@gracecoalcenter.org.   

As we initiated last year,                                    

instead of offering spring flowers                   

in memory or honor of loved ones,     

we suggest a $5 donation. 

All monies donated will go toward the         

Chimney Repair Project.  The Board of Trustees is seeking bids for 

the needed repairs and hope to have the work completed soon.   

A list of tributes and donors will be shared on Easter Sunday                 

and posted on our website.  A copy of the list may                                       

be mailed to you, upon your request.   

Donation forms may be found in the narthex and on our website 

under the “Forms” tab:  gracecoalcenter.org/forms 



Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken 
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Life sure is filled with uncertainty isn’t it?  Some 

things we think we can prepare for easily, but the 

truth is we don’t know what’s going to happen in 

the future.  

As I pray and work on some things for this year’s 

season of lent, I look back to last year and realize 

so many things are different.  I simply had no 

way to prepare for what came about.  No one did.  

Such things can bring anxiety into our lives. 

There are countless things that can bring anxiety.  

Just a few are jobs, finances, children, marriage, 

health, relationships.  We don’t need a “current 

situation” in order to have stress and anxiety for 

what may or may never happen.   

Are you burdened right now with anxiety?  I don’t mean the occasional situation like Jesus 

experienced in the Garden of Gethsemane:  

“for he was in such agony of spirit that he broke into a sweat of blood, with great drops fall-

ing to the ground as he prayed more and more earnestly”  Luke 22:44 LIV 

I mean, is anxiety a constant companion for you lately?  Like a cloud hanging over your 

head?  The kind that steals peace and contentment?  The kind that if we leave it unchecked, 

can affect your health?  The kind that God doesn’t desire for us to have? 

           Remember that peace and contentment is based on a Person,  not what’s 

going on around us.  The Person’s name is Jesus. 

Sometimes in our prayers Christians want to pray away—or simply ask God to get rid of the 

stress and anxiety (the feelings) they are having—without getting to the root of the problem.  

But for God to provide a permanent improvement and healing instead of some kind of tem-

porary fix, the key to overcoming anxiety is discovering the source of our anxiety. 

Think about some of the major ways anxiety enters our lives: 

Fear is a  ma jor  one.  Fea r  is often the first rea ction to a  stressful situa tion.  It 

could be worry about the future or uncertainty about how to handle a current situation.  No 

matter what may cause us to have fear, the problem is our focus.  That’s why it is so im-

portant to be in God’s word each day.   

The key to overcoming fear is having faith in God’s word. 

Continued on page 6  



Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good . . .    Psalm 107:8 
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Dear Grace Church,  

 I want to thank everyone who thought of me.  The 

cards, especially from the kids, have been appreciated.  
With all that is going on I have been isolated for quite 

some time.  It is nice to be thought of, especially by 
those I have never met.  I hope to come back to church 
soon.  I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

 

May God bless all of you,   Felicia Harkins 

~~~~~ 

To the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

 Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl. I have always admired anything 

handmade. Sharing your time and talent is a very special gift. The chemo treatments I 
get keep me on the cool side, not to mention the loss of hair, I get cold.  The extra 
warmth feels good. 

 I cannot tell you how much I appreciate all of your prayers. I’m a three time 
breast cancer patient. I got my first diagnosis in 2001; the second in 2010 and now in 

October 2020.  It’s only through the power of prayer and my faith in God, family and 
friends, that God gives me the healing grace and hope for a brighter future.  God has 
been good to me.  He has blessed me with good doctors who take good care of me.  My 

prognosis is good. I just have to get through these treatments.  Three treatments down 
and five to go. But who’s counting.  Ha! 

 Please take care of yourselves. I am so grateful I went for my mammo.  I was 
thinking of waiting because of COVID. (God was watching over me.) I always encourage 
all women to go for mammo’s.  Breast cancer was not in family was I was diagnosed. 

 Once again, thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl and all your prayers.  May 
God bless you for your kindness.  I will pray for you and your ministry. 

Many blessings, Jackie Abatemarco 

~~~~~ 

Thank you, Grace Church for always remembering me.  A special thanks to the kids for 

the Valentine’s Day cards. 

Love, Gladys Sadvary 



Exploring God’s World with Ross Golden 
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MORE ON FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

 Well, its March, time to prep and plan the gar-

den for this summer. It’s time to order seeds or start 

some plants indoors to get an early start.  When we 

talk about gardens what do we mean when we say 

fruits and vegetables.  Many of the words we use have 

several meanings and do get a bit confusing. 

When we say fruit, we tend to think of apples, 

bananas, pears, cherries and the like, and these are  

correct.  We think of fruit as generally sweet.  In the 

botanical use of the word, the fruit is the structure that holds the seeds of a plant.  This includes 

pine cones, pumpkins, wheat heads, and ears of corn as examples.   There are things we consid-

ered fruit, in the culinary use of the word such as rhubarb. Here we use the stem of the plant, 

not the seed structure.  Rhubarb is not a fruit. 

 A berry botanically is a fleshy fruit containing a seed or seeds.  Examples of berries are 

tomatoes, grapes, bananas, watermelons, cantaloupes, and zucchini.  Are strawberries, berries?  

The seeds are not contained within the flesh of the fruit but on the outside so, no.  

 How many times a day do you use the word drupe, I bet not often.  How many times 

do you eat or use drupes, very often?  We usually call drupes stone fruits.  Drupes include 

peaches, mangos, plums, olives, dates, coconuts and coffee beans.  Botanically, a drupe is a fruit 

with a fleshy part covering a stone or pit.  The pit or stone is a hard coating that encloses the 

seed.  Stone fruits are divided into two groups, free and cling. Cling is more difficult to separate 

the flesh from the stone, peaches, and nectarines are examples. And free stone is much easier to 

separate. Olives, cherries are examples and are usually eaten already pitted. 

 When we say vegetable, we have an idea what we mean; what types of plants are vege-

tables.  Well, vegetable is not a botanical term; it is purely a culinary or garden term and can 

include or not include whatever we want.  We usually include leafy greens, tubers of potatoes, 

carrots, parsnips, and stems of rhubarb, celery, as well as berries and drupes. 

 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a berry, wisdom is knowing not to put in your                 

fruit salad. 

 

 "“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce." 

Jeremiah 29:5 NIV  

Go to https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/bird_songs_interactive/index.html                                                

to experience a fun, interactive page where you may listen to a variety of bird song. 



Praying for you from the computer . . .            Continued from page 3 
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We can be in a situation that seems to be hope-

less, but Romans 15:4 tells us everything written 

in the Bible is there so that we might have hope. 

 For everything that was written in the 

past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the en-

couragement  they provide we might have hope. 

Romans 15:4 NIV 

The Bible is filled with examples and promises 

that show God is bigger than any problem we may 

         come to. 

A second way anxiety can come into our lives is with doubt.  Sometimes we know in our mind that God 

is capable of dealing with a need we have, but we are just not sure God will.  We can acknowledge God’s 

power, but God doesn’t seem to be doing anything to help us or guide us through a situation.  How 

many times have we thought, maybe even when praying, “Lord, times running out?”   

The key to overcoming doubt is to trust in God’s ways. 

True contentment comes when we are able to lay our burdens at the feet of Jesus and trust in God’s 

plans and perfect timing.  God’s in charge—not us.  And the truth is, God loves us more than we can 

know. 

Another way anxiety can enter into our lives is control.  When things are going well, we can come to a 

sense of security.  But if there is even one little thing that comes and upsets things, we can immediately 

experience a feeling of everything spinning out of control.  In reality, we never were in charge in the 

first place. 

 God has set his throne in heaven; he rules over us all.        Psalm 103:19 MES 

God rules over all.  It involves every detail of our lives.   

The key to overcoming control is to surrender to God’s will. 

Whenever anyone trusts in God’s goodness and love, whenever anyone surrenders to God’s will and 

let’s go of a desire to control things, then they will feel the contentment that comes with knowing we 

are held in God’s hands, no matter what situation is going on around us. 

Anxiety can come at any time and in so many different ways.  Peace and contentment can be a reality at 

any time in your life.  It has nothing to do with the situations and circumstances around us.  It has eve-

rything to do with God.  God desires to give you peace and contentment in every circumstance and situ-

ation. 

May you experience that peace and contentment in this season of lent. 

Godspeed                                              Ken 



Grace Mission Team : New Life Options 
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For those of you who have attended Grace for a while, you may 
recall our support to “The Ark Family Resource Center.”  The 
center was established in 1989 In West Newton.  Several loca-
tions and name changes have occurred over the year and it 
now operates out of a building they own at 308 Chess Street, 
Monongahela, and are known as New Life Options.  The name, 
locations and offered programs may have changed over the 
years, but their dedication and service to all women and men 
in child bearing years remains focused and unchanged.  New 
Life Option, or NLO, is a pro-life, non-profit, 501(c)3 Public 
Charity Pregnancy Education Center.  All of their services are 
free and confidential.  NLO is affiliated with Heartbeat, a na-
tionwide network of pregnancy centers.  Their funding comes 
from public donations (churches, private individ-
uals and businesses.)  Last year, COVID re-
strictions made their fundraising efforts challeng-
ing. 
 
The Grace Mission Team has agreed to make New 
Life Options one of our missions projects.  On a 
quarterly basis, we will publish a list of their 
needed items.  A basket will be available in the 
narthex for any donations you would like to 
make.  They also welcome financial donations to 
purchase new cribs, car seats and strollers.  If you 
would choose to make a monetary donation, 
checks should be make payable to Grace UMC 
with NLO in the memo line. 
 
 
Donations of the following items will be accepted through March 28: 

Baby wipes 

Baby wash 

Shampoo - unscented 

Diaper cream 

Disposable diapers - sizes NB, 3, 4, 5 

Baby bottles 

Hooded baby towels & washcloths 

Blankets 

Crib sheets 

Pacifiers 

Nail clippers 

Teething rings 

Nasal aspirators 

Comb/brush sets 

Sippy cups 

Sleepers 

Outfits 

Snowsuits / jackets 

Mittens 

Socks 

Onsies - sizes NB-24 months 

Seasonal clothing - boys & girls (new items)                                   
 sizes NB-3T 

The Grace                          

Mission Team has agreed to 

make  

New Life Options one of our 

mission projects . . . 



Anderson, Gavin ~ United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~ United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force  

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force                        

Wright, Christopher ~ United States Army 

Military Prayer List 
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YOUR CHILDREN - OUR PASSION - THE FUTURE  

 Preschool for potty-trained  3 & 4 year olds 

 Kindergarten class for 5 year olds 

 Before/after program for California & Charleroi 

School Districts 

Registration forms are on the table in the narthex.  You 

can also register at our website:  gracecoalcenter.org/new/gcec-registration 

For more information contact Renee Heckler, Christian Ed Director:                                     

724-330-5123; gracechristianed@gmail.com 
 

PLEASE SHARE WITH THOSE YOU KNOW                       
WHO HAVE PRESCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN-AGED 

OR SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN                                            
WHO NEED SUPERVISION  



Food Pantry Updates  
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March                                        

suggested donation:                 

Canned Soup / Comfort Foods 

From Pantry Liaison Coordinator,                       
Rebecca Clausner: 
 
Saturday, February 6, was cold but thank-
fully not as bitter as they called for. 
 

We got thru it THANKS to all your volun-
teers for bearing the weather with us! I was 
nervous at first we wouldn’t have enough 
hands to help out and then we had the    
perfect amount. God is good! 
 

We served 364 recipients. 
116 males, 248 females 
We had 18 volunteers signed equaling a total of  54 volunteer hours. 
 

This is our 2nd largest distribution each month and you knock it out.             
WAY TO GO COUNTRY 6 PANTRY!!! 
 

Thank you for all you do each and every day, month, year for the community. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR                                                                           

MARCH, APRIL and MAY DISTRIBUTIONS: 

MARCH:  The next regular distribution will be Saturday, March 6, 2021. 

APRIL:  To provide the clients with their items prior to Easter weekend, the April                          

distribution will take place on Saturday, March 27, 2021.  Each client who attended                       

the February distribution was handed a letter explaining this different distribution date.   

MAY:  Things will be back to normal with a distribution on Saturday, May 1, 2021 



Grace Family Matters 
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Grace United Methodist Women’s February meeting was 

canceled due to snow.  We are planning to meet on March 

11, 2021, at 1:00pm in the Newkirk Room.  Kay Sokolosky 

will have devotions and she will also present the “Prayer 

and Self-Denial.”  This program is one of the requirements 

for each unit from the District.  A special offering will be 

taken for this project. 

Grace United Methodist Women is also collecting names 

and addresses for college students for our “Goodie Box” program.  Instead of “Goodie Boxes” 

we have been giving gift card to each student.  Please have the name and address of your col-

lege student to Jean Belski at jb11848@zoominternet.net or the church office no later than 

March 7. 

As always, all women of the church at invited to attend our meetings the second Thursday of 

the month at 1:00pm in the Newkirk Room.  While we are still under the threat of COVID, 

masks are required to be worn at the meetins. 

Respectfully submitted, Jean Belski, President, Grace United Methodist Women  

Since we aren’t able to have Lenten lunches this year, we have asked several 

people from the congregation to provide devotions for the Lenten season.  You 

will be able to access these devotions at our website (gracecoalcenter.org).  For 

those of you without computers, copies will be available 

in the Narthex.  You can also contact the office and cop-

ies will be mailed to you.   

   Spend some time during the 40 days of Lent . . .  

 

Watch the Sunday announcements, our website               

and Facebook page for details on Holy Week                          

worship experiences including                                              

Maundy Thursday Communion 

And 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
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In December 2019, a few seniors who lived alone 
decided to get together once a month for a time of 
fellowship.  After meeting at the church a few 
months, the coronavirus changed our plans.  We 
met at the homes of a couple of members of the 
group for lunch and crafts until the weather was 
warm enough to be outside.  A few of the things we 
did this past year was a craft turning old books into 
crosses, an afternoon of mini golf, painting pump-
kins and a trip to the SpringHouse.  We chose a 
name for our group:  SOLO (Senior Outreach Living 
Optimistically) and a slogan ~ “we laugh together, 
we cry together.” 

We have come to know one another’s hearts as we 
share our concerns and also our joys and relax in the 
company of other believers.  We will not be meeting again until it is safe from the virus but un-
til then we will keep in touch by phone.  We will announce in the Grace Reporter when we will 
resume meeting in person.  Until then, if you would like to join our phone conversations, please 
let me know at 724-489-9022. 

Ruthie Marier 

Grace Family Matters 

March 14 



Grace Family Matters 
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RITE AID FUND RAISER  

SUPPORTS GCEC 

With Rxfundraising, every time you fill a prescription 

or shop at Rite Aid using your wellness+ rewards 

number, you will be supporting GCEC.  The school 

will receive funds for all purchases, including pre-

scriptions and all other items in the store.  Get started 

by registering at our website, under the Christian Ed 

Center page.   

REGISTER TODAY!  THE DEADLINE IS APPROACHING! 

 

The Lord Tells                                             

the People to Change 

This is the Lord’s message:  

“Now come back to me with 

all your heart.  Cry and 

mourn, and don’t eat any-

thing! Show that you are sad 

for doing wrong.           

Tear your hearts, not your cloths. Come back to the Lord your 

God. He is kind and merciful. He does not become angry quickly. 

He has great love. Maybe he will change his mind about the bad 

punishment he has planned.  

Who knows, maybe he will change his mind and leave behind 

a blessing for you.  Then you can give grain and drink offerings to 

the Lord your God.  Joel 2:12-14 ERV 

12 

13 

14 



Our Conference Sponsored Camp, Conference and Retreat Centers 
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Your conference operated Camps, Conference Centers and Retreat Centers are planning wonderful 
things for 2021.  Grace Church has camperships available to attend events at these locations for those 
who are actively involved at Grace. 

Jumonville Camp & Retreat Center 

887 Jumonville Road, Hopwood PA 15445 

www.jumonville.org 

724-439-4912 

Wesley Woods Christian Camp & 

Conference Center 

1001 Fiddlersgreen Road,                                 

Grand Valley PA 16420 

wesleywoods.com 

814-436-7802 

Olmsted Manor Retreat Center 

17 East Main Street, Ludlow PA 16333 

www.olmstedmanor.org 

814-945-6512 

Camp Allegheny 

100 Camp Allegheny Drive,                                  

Stoystown PA 15563 

www.campallegheny.org 

814-754-5122 



Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive                    

Coal Center, PA 15423 

 

 

724-330-5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                                                         

724-330-5503 ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP                                                                 

Saturday Evening                                                            

5:14 p.m. 

Sunday Morning                                                                                          

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

For information on our worship services,                      

please contact Chris at 724.330.5350 or                          

go to www.gracecoalcenter.org 

Nursery for infants through                

preschoolers is available during              

the 10:45 worship. 

Join our                                     

Facebook Live!                 

Worship every Sunday                         

at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship 

service will be available on our 

website Sunday afternoons. 

Grace Christian Education                      

Center Director                                   

Renee Heckler                                                

724—330-5123                                             

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Ministry                            

Todd Reagan                                                         

724-628-4957                                     

maynardtoearth@aol.com 

Care Committee Chair                        

David Ziolecki                                                       

724-330-5266                                                         

davidziolecki@gmail.com 

United Methodist Women                 

President ~ Jean Belski                                      

724-938-9615                                           

jb11848@zoominternet.net                                          

Youth Group Coordinator                          

Clyde Qualk, Jr.                                                    

724-809-1925                                              

qualk.clyde@bphawks.org                        

 

 

Staff Parish Relations Chair                   

Sean Miller                                                

724-914-3146                                            

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                                

Phil Riel                                                                    

724-970-9016                                                      

priel295@gmail.com                          

Lay Leaders                                                      

Kit Carson                                                                

724-785-2329                                                           

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                                                        

724-938-8821                                                               

k.parshall2875@gmail.com 

Church Council Chairperson                    

Ross Golden                                                

724-344-2000                                                  

wrgolden73@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair                    

Jim Short                                                           

724-258-9353                                        

jshort9590@aol.com 
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