
That I may know Him 
    

   In the liturgical Christian calendar, there are seasons of joy and delight, and of course, we 

happily gravitate to these times; however, that same calendar contains times of sorrow and stress.                                                                                                                                                                     

   The birth of the Savior is celebrated by Christmastime, and our Lord’s victory over death is 

celebrated at Easter.  Even the secular trappings of “Santa Claus” and the “Easter Bunny” in our 

culture during these seasons are cause for celebration.                                                                               

   A “Christian” is a disciple of Jesus Christ, and as his followers we want to share the Savior’s 

life.  In the Gospels we get an impression of our Lord among the people: the picture of Jesus 

congenially conversing with his early disciples as they travelled the countryside in ministry to 

the crowds that gathered.  

   However, in Mark 10:32 we have a picture of Christ that differs from this profile, and his 

demeanor at the time perplexed and even alarmed his disciples.  Instead of conversing and 

interacting with them as he usually did, he now was walking ahead of them on the road, the 

impression of a ‘march of resolve with a destination in mind’---not being sidetracked to the left 

or right.  In the text following this verse, Christ explains to the astonished followers what his 

purpose for coming into this life is and his full intention to fulfill it.  It is this season of “Lent” on 

the Christian calendar that we are currently in. 

   Another early disciple---Paul the Apostle, says of Christ in Philippians 3:10: “That I may 

know him, and the power of his resurrection, AND the fellowship of his sufferings…”   

(emphasis mine).   

   The Christian disciple knows they need Christ throughout all of life’s experiences; but even 

further, the mature disciple wants to share the Master’s burdens as well as his triumphs.  

Hebrews 13:11-13 puts the passion and suffering of Christ into its context of fulfilling the Old 

Testament Temple sacrifices:                                                                                                                               

“The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the 

bodies of those animals are burned outside the camp.  And so, Jesus also suffered outside the city 

gate, to make the people holy through his own.  Let us then---go to him outside the camp, 

bearing the disgrace he bore.”  That I may know Him.      
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