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For God so loved the world  

that He gave His one and only 

Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but                 

have eternal life.        John 3:16 
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ATTENTION ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS,                                                            

CHURCH LEADERS AND FRIENDS! 

Please consider what is happening with your committee, group or life  

with your church family through the Grace Reporter. 

Write an article yourself OR submit the information  

and it will be crafted  into an article for you.  Share the Good News of what God is doing! 

Please submit using one of the following ways: 

 Email to:  newsletter@gracecoalcenter.org 

 Place your submission in the Newsletter mail slot at the church.                                                 

It is the top, left slot in the Mail Center. 

 Mail to:  Grace UMC, 420 California Drive, Coal Center PA 15423                                       

Attention:  Grace Reporter 

Grace Reporter 



Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken 
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Summertime brings the chance to have a summer picnic.  Hopefully this summer you can en-

joy one, or possibly more than one, with some family or friends.  The 4th of July brings a time 

when picnics are in full force. 

Recently I was reading about a totally different kind of picnic and thought I’d share it with 

you.  It makes me realize there are different kinds of picnics. 

160 years ago on a Sunday afternoon in July some people had a picnic on a battlefield.  Yep—

on a battlefield!  On July 21, 1861 some people from Washington, D.C., rode horses and bug-

gies to Manassas, Virginia, to watch Union soldiers bring an end to what they thought would 

be a short rebellion.  Their intent was to sit on blankets, watch the battle, have a good time 

and enjoy a picnic. 

It wasn’t long however, before reality set in.  Soon they heard gunfire, then the sight of blood, 

and then the screaming of wounded soldiers.  The people realized as soon as it started that it 

was neither the time or place for a picnic. 

I think one reason why we love to have a picnic once in a while is because life isn’t always a 

picnic.  The Christian life is definitely not always a picnic.  Sometimes disciples of Jesus seem 

to end up smack dab in the middle of a battlefield.  Spiritual battlefields are all around us.  

We do not win spiritual battles on our own strength, we need to have the strength God gives 

each day to overcome them. 

This summer, I pray you will be able to truly enjoy the kind of picnic with family and friends 

that makes summer more enjoyable.   



Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good . . .    Psalm 107:8 
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Thank you to the Mission Team and my Grace 

Church family for the garlic chicken, potato and 

fresh green bean foil pack and watermelon.  It was 

much appreciated. 

Gladys Sadvary 

 

Thank you to the Mission Team and Grace Church family for the delicious 

chicken dinner and the cards, phone calls and visit.  

John/Sonny Sokolosky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has come to our attention that an inmate at the                       

Washington County Jail would appreciate receiving letters.                  

If you would like to send a                                                                        

card or note of  encouragement mail to: 

George W. Schmidt, Jr.                                                                              

Inmate# 1999-0004609 

Washington County Jail 

100 West Cherry Avenue 

Washington, PA  15301 



Exploring God’s World with Ross Golden 
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FIREFLIES OR LIGHTENING BUGS 

 I’m a month late but, let’s look back at 

June for a moment, nothing says it is June, or 

close to June than the first sightings of fireflies.  

The first night one sees the flashing lights, there 

may only a few and each night more and more 

become visible.  This can be a very complicat-

ed insect to study, so I will keep it simple. It is 

not that I don’t think you can understand, I 

don’t think I can explain it.   

Lightening bugs belong to the family Lampyridae (notice the lamp part); this 

means they can flash their light on and off.  There are some insects that light up 

but stay lit up all the time but that’s a different family.  The flashing lights are pat-

terns of lights that are used to attract a mate and ward off predators.  Each species 

of firefly has its own pattern and there here are about 2000 species of lightening 

bugs in the world.  While fireflies and lightening bugs are the same thing, they are 

neither flies not bugs, they are beetles.  In North America there are only four true 

bugs, but that’s a discussion for another time. 

After mating the larvae live on the ground eating fungi, snails, small worms, 

and wood debris.  The larvae will hibernate in the ground over winter, emerge in 

the spring, and feed for a few weeks and then transform to adults by about June. 

The lightening bug is the Pennsylvania state insect. 

 

"I know every bird in the mountains,                                                            

and the insects in the fields are mine." 

Psalm 50:11  

 

Ross Golden 



Anderson, Gavin ~                                                             

United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~                      

United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Minor, Lucas ~ United States Army 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force  

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force                        

Wright, Christopher ~ United States Army 

Military Prayer List 
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YOUR CHILDREN - OUR PASSION - THE FUTURE  

 Preschool for potty-trained  3 & 4 year olds 

 Kindergarten class for 5 year olds 

 Before/after program for California & Charleroi 

 School Districts 

Registration forms are on the table in the narthex. 

For more information contact Renee Heckler, Christian Ed Director:                                     

724-330-5123; gracechristianed@gmail.com 
 

PLEASE SHARE WITH THOSE YOU KNOW WHO HAVE        
PRESCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN-AGED OR SCHOOL-AGED 

CHILDREN WHO NEED SUPERVISION  
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL HOURS 



Grace Family Matters 
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Congratulations to 

 

 

 

 

2021 
Hannah Custer ~Nursing, AAS, W estm oreland County Com m uni-

ty  College.  Hannah is employed at the Monongahela Valley Hospital 

Molly Diethorn ~ The W ashington Hospital School of Nursing.  

Molly is employed at The Washington Hospital as a registered nurse on the 

4C Unit. 

David Kuenzel ~ Graduated from  Purdue University w ith a Bache-

lor of Science in Mechanical Engineering.  David is working as a verification                     

engineer at the Honda Proving Grounds in Ohio. 

Josh Pappas ~ Graduated from  California Area High School.                                 

Josh will work full time. 

Trevor Richardson ~ Graduated from  Bentw orth School Distr ict.                  

Trevor will study mechanical engineering at Penn State Behrend this fall. 

Gabriella Savarno ~ Graduated from  W est Virginia University 

with a major in Biochemistry.  Gabby will attend Tulane University in New 

Orleans, LA, beginning this August for a Masters Degree in Biochemistry  

and Molecular Biology. 

 



Grace Family Matters 
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Grace United Methodist Women met on June 10, 2021 at 

1:00 pm in the NewKirk Room.  There were 6 members pre-

sent. 

We decided to take the summer off and meet on September 

9, 2021 with our picnic being the start up of the fall season.  

We will meet at the church at 12 noon.  Everyone is asked to 

bring  food to share.  Beverages and eating utensils will be 

provided.  More details will be in the August newsletter. 

SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jean Belski, President, Grace United Methodist Women 

Grace Youth! 
Two of our youth have 

cleaned up the weeds and 

straightened the rocks 

around the flag pole, sign 

and cross on the front lawn 

as part of a service project 

for the National Youth               

Honor Society.   

Many thanks to                         

Tessa Hannon and                    

Eva Taracido!                    
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SOLO is for all who are 60+ years and     
without a partner.  Come for a fun and relax-
ing time of fellowship.  Join us for lunch ~ 
no RSVP needed.  We meet the second Tues-
day of each month at Grace Church. 

 

 

 

Call Ruthie Marier if you have questions at 724-489-9022. 

Grace Family Matters 

Tuesday, July 13 

11AM~2PM 

Grace United Methodist Church 



Grace Family Matters 
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United in Marriage                                    

on May 29, 2021 

Barbara A. Pappas 

And 

Chris Daniel Winklevoss 

The Missions Team recently delivered to our shut ins, Garlic Chicken, Potatoes and 

Fresh Green Beans foil packets.  These were easily cooked in the oven for half hour with 

no mess to clean up.  They were given slices of watermelon to complete the meal. 

Way to go Missions Team! 

If you would like to join in the ministry of our Missions Team,                                                              

contact Chris in the office at 724-330-5350. 

NEW PENNY PAIL MISSION! 

The Washington District Zimbabwe               

Building Project is the new focus for our 

Penny Pail Ministry.  Drop your change                 

in the Penny Pail to help out. 



Grace Christian Ed Center ~ Renee Heckler, Director 
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Grow Together Now ~ junior Church Volunteers 

Special thanks to the following teams for joining our  

Sunday morning Junior Church Ministry! 

Renee Heckler/Hannah Brouzakis  Barb Winklevoss/Jenni Craig 
Katie Gosney/Cathie Podroskey  Sherry and Sharon Hixenbaugh 
Keren and Bayla Galis    Kathy and Michael Vash 

Preschool Graduates Kindergarten Graduates 

Rocky Railway VBS Jesus Powers Us 

Through 

July 19th-23rd ~ 9:00-12:00 

Volunteers are needed to help with VBS 

2021! 

Please email Renee if you can help:                                  

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Registration  Group Escorts 

Science  Crafts 

Bible  Games 

Snack Station 



Disciple One 

CONTENTS 

Disciple 1,  

Pages 12-13  

 

Disciple 2,  

Pages 14—16  

 

Disciple 3,  

Pages 17—19  

One evening while looking at my Facebook account I had received a bulletin from 

the church.  I had never received one before so I read through it.  A notice of a 

Bible study class coming up was there and I just know that I needed to sign up.  I 

believe it was a prompting from God and that I needed to do it.   So I did it!  

All went well and our class of 6 and Pastor Ken was started.  As I was going 

through the bible on my own this really helped me to put things together better.  

How grateful I am that I have done this because not only did I learn but I have 

made friends with such great disciples.  I see in each one of them their true love of 

God and their qualities to be used for God.  And I know that God will use me 

wherever or for whatever He needs me.  His calling can not be ignored.  

So for whatever reason you feel a tug in your heart to do this also, please follow 

through with it.  I promise you that you will also be blessed.    

In Christ’s Love,  

Judy Tyhonas  

 

GRACE United Methodist Church 
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 My background is  

Catholic.  Born, raised 

and married in the  

Catholic Church.  I actu-

ally cannot remember 

not ever thinking I am a 

Christian.   

I joined Disciple 1 and 

felt so lost; there was so 

much to learn and un-

derstand.  This is where 

I was.  

Then at week 27 of our 

Bible study I finally “Got 

it” and it all came to-

gether.  I had a sudden 

understanding!  Faith 

comes from hearing 

scripture, fellowship is 

gained by responding to 

Jesus is Lord and believ-

ing in His death and res-

urrection.  

Reading the Bible is one 

thing—really getting into 

it and truly trying to un-

derstand it is totally dif-

ferent and so enlighten-

ing.  

In the beginning I said I 

could not remember not 

ever being a Christian—

however, after taking 

Disciple 1 I realize 

there’s a difference in 

thinking you’re a Chris-

tian and actually know-

ing you are.  This is 

where I am now.  I 

learned so much and 

want to learn more.  Do 

yourself and your heart 

a favor and take a class 

and change your life.   
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Oh, what a ‘journey’!   

Have you ever wanted to go on a journey but hesitate and wondered if 

you should?  Well that was me & being a Libra (who has problems 

making decisions), it was sorta hard.  So I prayed & even asked cer-

tain people I knew that prayed, to pray for me.  

Well, I said “yes” and never looked back.  I met my newfound family 

that I truly cared about.  Pastor Ken was our leader who was a won-

derful teacher.  We got our big red lesson book with handouts and 

I had my old Good News Bible that belonged to my oldest son, 

Scott.  We had to read so many chapters each day and document 

in our lesson book, which could take at least half hour to an hour 

or more daily.  This was hard for me at first since I’m not a reader.   

Had to learn how to put time aside each day, which was discipline 

for me.  But I have to admit, the more I read the easier it got.  I 

even started to wonder what I was going to read about daily and 

really looked forward to it.  Oh, I have to tell you when my Bible 

started to fall part, a dear friend from my class got me a new 

“Good News Bible.  Wow, how nice!  

I never thought I would learn so much from reading the Bible and 

realized that I really didn’t know a lot.  Trying to remember all the 

names of the people and who was related to who became mind 

boggling.  I even started making a family tree to try to keep every-

one somewhat  straight.   

 

We started each meeting with pray-

er and ended each one with asking 

for prayers for family and friends.  

We became a little family, caring  

about each other.  We had encour-

agement to read every day because 

we knew each other was reading.  

Our leader is very smart and he 

knew how to help us dig in that 

Bible.  He even set up zoom classes 

when we were sick or just 

not able to get to class.  But we 

taught him some too.  I think we 

were a real eye opening sometimes.  

 

Yes, it was a dedication and a re-

warding one. Do I remember eve-

 
read, probably not , but I  

learned a lot!  I learned a lot 

about God, Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit.  Also about the people 

back in those days, some good 

and some not so good, just like 

today.  

 

I feel I’ll always have a bonding 

with this group of ladies and 

Pastor Ken that I wouldn’t have 

had if we didn’t meet for D1.  I 

will truly remember this experi-

ence and never forget it.  

So I will leave you with this 

message, if you have the oppor-

tunity to join a Disciple 1 class, 

pray and ask for prayers for it 

may be one of the best experi-

ences you’ll ever have!  

PS—Thank you again, Kathy Par-

shall for the very helpful reference 

book.  I really appreciate it.  

PSS—Thank you, Judy Tyhonas, for 

the beautiful Jason memory book-

mark that you made everyone.   

Before Disciple One I did not have time to read much of 

anything.  When the second group of people started sign-

ing up for the next class, I wanted to sign up but wasn’t 

really sure.  

I have been helping people , but wasn’t knowledgeable 

enough, how to reach out to them when they became 

very resistant.  

Pastor Ken told me to think about taking D1.  This time I 

could not wait until the class started.  Seven women were 

in the class and one was like me, not having time to read.  

We started reading, then calling asking each other ques-

tions.  We were amazed what the Bible was telling us.  

From 1995 to 2005, I was sick with Gastro Esophageal 

Reflux Disease.  The medication wasn’t helping.  I had a 

large stomach ulcer, and a hiatal herna.  I asked God to 

please heal me.  Next doctor’s visit, everything was gone, 

completely healed.  Disciple 1 has brought me closer to 

God.  He has given me so much.  A heart overflowing 

with love, peace, happiness.  Showing me his healing 

powers.  Being able to understand how powerful God is.  

He gives you what you need.  He knows what you need 

more than you do.  Reach out and help someone, you will 

be glad you did.  God will bless you 10x’s more than what 

you have done for others.  Everyone in the class was sad, 

our class was ending.  We thought we should repeat the 

study.  A chapter of our lives closed.  We opened a new 

way of life.   



DISCIPLE TWO 

 

 

While there were many, one of the more  

While there were many, one of the more 

meaningful outcomes of Disciple 2 that 

I would like to share was how our group 

to me became more like a family.  I felt 

this family unity began to form during 

the beginning of the COVID-19 pan-

demic and solidified itself throughout 

Disciple 2.   

So….how it began.  Because of the un-

certainty surrounding the nature of the 

virus, our group decided to meet over 

the phone through the use of group 

chat.  Right after the first group chat 

meeting ended, instead of going away 

disappointed, I felt that the conversa-

tions that night were surprisingly open 

and intimate.  This outcome continued 

throughout the next 9 months.  Even 

while certain group members were go-

ing through some rather difficult, physi-

cal ailments, my wife being one, our 

group continued to meet, study and 

pray with one another on a pretty regu-

lar basis.  We even lifted one another up 

through group texts –doing all of this 

remotely.  I feel this arrangement led to 

an incredible closeness for one another.   

Now, what or who should really be giv-

en credit for this closeness?  I believe 

it’s the influence of the Holy Spirit in  

 

 

my/our lives.  Disciple 2 focused on the 

reading and studying of Genesis, Exo-

dus, Luke, Acts and some of the writ-

ings (letters) of Paul.   Through the 

readings, I see the presence and work-

ings of the Holy Trinity—God, Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Especially, 

the working of the Holy Spirit after the 

ascension of Jesus in the spreading of 

the Gospel.   

Here is where I see the church first 

forming.  The Gospel of Christ, first for 

the Jews and then to the Gentiles, be-

ginning to spread throughout the world.  

As I read Acts and Paul’s letters, I see 

the closeness the new converts of Christ 

had for one another.  They would help 

one another.  They shared their food, 

clothing and shelter   They made sure 

one another’s needs were met.  They 

prayed for each other.  They laid hands 

on one another for healing—loving one 

another.  They loved one another like 

Christ loved the church.  I see the teach-

ings of Christ being carried out here.  

The new converts of Jesus became a 

new family—all with the help and influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit.   

Then you have Paul.  Once an enemy 

against those who followed Christ—his  

 

 

disciples, who then became a follower 

himself, an Apostle.  And with the help 

of the Holy Spirit, a Pharisee who be-

came a missionary for Christ to advance 

the Gospel into the Gentile nations.  

Traveling back and forth between 

churches.   All this time, he was being 

supported by fellow believers through 

donations and prayer—like family.  By 

the end of his ministry, Paul was im-

prisoned in Rome.  Yet, while impris-

oned far away, Christians continued to 

pray and support Paul.  So, while Paul 

may have been alone and far away dis-

tance wise, like our Discipleship group, 

he was close in their hearts and minds 

through the comforting of the Holy 

Spirit.  While we are not imprisoned 

like Paul, the isolating from others be-

cause of COVID for some probably felt 

like it.  Thankfully, with God’s help, 

Disciple 2, for me, overcame it and we 

grew closer together.   

Don Opp 
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 What is a testimony?  The 

definition of testimony is 

a public declaration of 

what the Lord is doing in 

your life...where you 

were, where you are now 

and where you are going.  

I thought I had this testi-

mony written and done a 

couple of weeks ago.  But 

the Lord changed every-

thing.  My first draft was 

rather generic.  I said 

Lord, this one is a little 

too personal.  So here it 

is, the good, the bad and 

the not so pretty.  

D1 taught me how to 

study the Bible, not just 

read the Bible.  

To say D2 was a challenge 

for me is an understate-

ment!   D2 challenged me 

as a disciple.   It chal-

lenged my boldness, my 

faith and persistence as a 

Christian.  

 

A couple of ladies from D1 

said that they “got it” and  

were so excited and want-

ed to tell the world.  I re-

member  

that feeling.  I was so hap-

py for them but felt a little 

sad for myself.  Have I 

lost the zeal that I had  

early on in my walk of 42 

years with the Lord?  Was 

I just going through the 

motions?  D2 caused me 

to think about what being 

a true disciple really 

meant.    

 

The Old Testament study 

in D2  was about Cove-

nants and how much the 

Lord wants us in a cove-

nant relationship with 

Him.  For the first half I 

read the lessons and had 

good discussions….then 

midway through we 

moved into the New Tes-

tament.  That is where the 

Lord started to challenge 

me.   

 

The Lord, through D2, 

challenged me to look at 

myself from the inside 

out.  I needed to view my-

self as an outsider  

and see if I was truly 

walking and living my life 

as a disciple of Christ.  

I didn’t like some of the 

things I saw!  The Lord 

was pulling me out of my 

comfortable little box.  As 

a disciple I need to be 

obedient and open to cor-

rection.  Philippians 2:12 

tells us “to work out our  
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own salvation with fear 

and trembling.”  With the 

apostle Paul as an exam-

ple, D2 gave me a new per-

spective.  It caused me to 

re-evaluate and to step 

back in some areas and to 

pursue and move forward 

in others.  It caused a shift 

in my spiritual paradigm.  

Matthew 5:16 tells me to 

“Let my light so shine be-

fore men”….so I may 

“glorify my Father in 

heaven.”  And Luke 11:36, 

“If then your whole body 

is full of light, having no 

part dark, the whole body 

will be full of  light, as 

when the bright shining of 

a lamp gives you light.”  I 

realized I couldn’t switch 

my light on/off when it 

suits me and with whom-

ever I choose.   

The apostle Paul was al-

ways “on”, ready to pro-

claim Jesus Christ.  Mat-

thew 28:18 tells us to “go 

therefore and make disci-

ples of all the nations…”  

That starts with me and all 

of us.  The Disciple Bible 

studies help teach you 

how to grow into a true 

disciple.   

I’m a cracked vessel and I 

have a long way to go in 

my disciple journey.  But 

I’m on my way.  My life 

verse is Philippians 3:12-

14.  I like how the Message 

Bible puts it, “I’m not say-

ing that I have this all  

together, that I have it 

made.  But I am well on 

my way, reaching out 

for Christ, who has so 

wondrously reached out 

for me.  Friends, don’t 

get me wrong:  By no 

means do I count myself 

an expert in all of this, 

but I’ve got my eye on 

the goal, where God is 

beckoning us onward—

to Jesus.  I’m off and 

running, and I’m not 

turning back.”  

We each go through sea-

sons in our life and 

through the discipleship 

studies a new season is 

dawning for me. So I 

challenge you to step 

out of your comfortable 

little boxes and step in-

to the Disciple studies, a 

new season may dawn 

for you.  It could be a 

life changer.  

Kathy Parshall 

 

 

One of the first questions 

we were asked in Disciple 

1 was, “How did you feel 

the first time you held a 

Bible in your hands?”  I 

thought, I felt nothing.  I 

was in second grade re-

ceiving Holy Communion, 

the teacher put a small 

white Bible in my praying 

hands and draped it with 

a rosary and we walked 

down the church aisle and 

aside from looking at the 

colorful pictures, I never 

opened it.   I was raised 

Catholic and was not 

taught about the Bible.     

 

 

Through my years here at   

Grace, I have regularly 

attended Bible Studies.  

Yes, we learned about 

John,    Noah, Revelation, 

etc. but at times I was still 

lost.  What!  After years of 

assuming, you are telling 

me God didn’t write the 

Bible!  Well, who did?  

This is where attending 

D1 & 2 studies put every-

thing into perspective by 

starting with the founda-

tion and building up-

wards in an understand-

ing of God’s word.  Thirty 

four weeks sounds like a    

 

 

huge time commitment & 
to be honest, Disciple 1  
with all the intense 
reading it was for me a 
little overwhelming.  One 
reason was when I would 
be reading my daily les-
son, I would be inter-
rupted by trying to pro-
nounce a biblical name.  
After sounding it out, my 
senior memory would 
forget what I just read!  
After a few weeks of frus-
tration, I turned to my 
audio Bible & followed 
along in mine while lis-
tening to it.  It felt like I 
was part of that story & 
couldn’t wait to hear            

 

more, things began to 
click as the words flowed 
& my questions started to  
appear,  which was some-
thing we all laughed at 
when one of us raised 
their hand & said “I have 
a question”.  We learned 
there is never a silly ques-
tion & felt comfortable 
asking them.  I also came 
to feel less anxious in an-
swering the questions in 
our workbooks & study-
ing became more enjoya-
ble.  There were times I 
just didn’t get it!  And you 
know what, that’s ok, no 
one is judging you, we are 
all in the study together to 
learn & give support to    

Continued 

on follow-

ing page 



Disciple is for everyone.  It pro-

vides a support system for learn-

ing, plus friendship.  We’re all 

different ages and different back-

grounds—great to hear what cer-

tain scriptures mean to you—

there are no wrong answers.  If 

you’re new at Bible study or it’s 

been part of all your life, we all 

have something to share and it 

brings us all together.  

Sheila Dillon 

 

Having now completed D2, I am 

so glad I stopped listening to the 

voice inside that kept saying you 

don’t have time for this.  That 

voice made me envision cartoons 

from the 60s of a little angel sit-

ting on one shoulder and a little 

devil sitting on the other shoulder 

of a character.  It reminded me 

that the decision to follow Jesus 

is solely up to each individual.  

Others can influence you one way 

or another, but the ultimate deci-

sion is yours alone.   

I’m thankful that I pushed past all 

the reasons why I shouldn’t make 

the effort to be part of the Disci-

ple classes.  We’ve done most of 

this year’s classes by phone con-

ference which presented some 

minor glitches but somehow also 

seemed more personal.   Discuss-

ing and studying together as a 

group helped expand my ability 

to learn and provided opportuni-

ties to consider what we were 

learning from more than just my 

viewpoint.  It has made me real-

ize the depth of the Bible and my 

What Disciple Bible 

Study means to 

me— 
Disciple Bible is a class or group that helps hold me ac-

countable with daily reading, note taking and study ques-

tions.  Since becoming involved with Disciple Bible Study, 

it has changed multiple things, including the way I live, 

the way I think, the way I speak with others, and the way I 

listen to others.  Does this mean I have it all together?  Do 

I do everything right?  Of course not.  But I believe that I 

am a better person than I used to be.  And I know that 

there is so much more to learn and I look forward to 

doinig so. Disciple has helped instill the habit of studying 

the Bible every day. Also, a large part of the study is get-

ting to know new people.  With the small groups and the 

length of the class, you really get to know others.  People 

who sincerely care about each other.  You also get to hear 

what the Scriptures mean to the other class members, 

which can be totally different or something you have nev-

er even thought of.  It deepens the study, many perspec-

tives rather than just your own.  

The most important take away from Disciple for me is that 

it has helped me see the wrongs that I have been doing in 

my life.  There is a change in me as I do not want to keep 

doing them.  It changes your thoughts and your actions.  

Life used to be all about me but now it is what I can do for 

others.  

Dennis Walker  

   

initial interpretation of a specific 

scripture might be missing a larger 

meaning.  The classes have also 

provided us with a strong connec-

tion to each other through our 

sharing of thoughts, opinions, 

questions and prayer needs.   

We definitely live in a fallen world 

that seems to be spinning faster 

and faster away from God.  It is so 

easy to follow the world but where 

will that lead us?  Like I said, each 

of us has to choose for ourselves 

who we will follow.  Just saying we 

are a Christian isn’t enough.  Our 

daily life must reflect our love and 

commitment to Jesus by living as 

He instructs.   The Disciple classes 

have helped me realize that I need 

to do more and I need to continue 

growing spiritually for the rest of 

my earthly life.   

Chris Merashoff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What I learned from Disciple 2  

Disciple 2 was an in-

depth study of 4 books 

of the Bible and I was 

afforded time to medi-

tate on GOD’s Word.  I 

felt like I was learning 

GOD’s character, having 

more understanding 

and knowledge of the 

foundation of the Holy 

Scriptures.  We had the 

challenge of COVID 

which we dealt with by 

having the study/

phone conference with 

9 persons.   

This group has been 

together for 66 weeks—

one week for every book 

of the bible and we have 

formed great friend-

ships and support sys-

tems along our way.    

Heidi Walker 
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each other.  In D2 the daily read-

ings are a lot less.  There is a theme 

word for each week, Patience, Law, 

Holy Spirit, Humility for a few.  We 

read scripture in more detail relat-

ing to that spiritual discipline then 

learned how to practice it in our 

lives daily.  We read about Paul’s 

walk in his ministry as he taught 

and preached to build up commu-

nities in faith and to be obedient to 

God’s call.  You get a better look at 

your own need for self improve-

ments & develop a closer  

relationship with God & those around 

you.  I would encourage anyone to 

make this a priority in your spiritual 

walk. Young adults, the years ahead of 

you are going to be challenging in this 

ever changing world, learn how to 

strengthen your faith & raise your 

children knowing the word.  Seniors, 

it’s never too late, there is so much 

even we can learn.                                                    

Diane Ord 



DISCIPLE THREE 

 

This year’s study was broken down 

into two parts.  The first half of the 

year was a study of the prophets of 

the bible and the second half of the 

year dealing with the letters of Paul, 

both of which were extremely inter-

esting.  Our group uses other bibli-

cal sources of information to en-

hance our discussions. The proph-

ets really attracted my attention.  

Many prophesies have come to pass, 

some have come during my life 

time, and some will appear in the 

future.  But one thing is certain, we 

are in the end times, nearing the 

time of Jesus’ return to earth.  It 

has brought an urgent message to 

me that needs to be sent out to all, 

and that is to get and be prepared.  

And how do you do this?  By study-

ing His word, and there is no better 

way than Disciple Bible Study.  

I’ve prepared the following two 

messages from the teachings of Jon-

athan Cahn that have helped me 

and I am sure they will assist you in 

your journey of faith as well.  In Ex-

odus 24:15, it reads as follows:  

Then Moses went up on the moun-

tain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain.  The glory of the Lord 

settled on Mt. Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it for six days; on the sev-

enth day He called to Moses out of 

the cloud.  Now the appearance of 

the glory of the Lord was like a de-

vouring fire on the top of the moun-

tain in sight of the people of Israel.  

Moses entered the cloud, and went 

up on the mountain.    Moses was on 

the mountain for forty days and for-

ty nights.  

This is what we call a mountain top 

experience.  We, as Christians, have 

had mountain top experiences from 

time to time, however, not to the 

level of Moses.  So the question is, 

how do you keep this experience in 

our every day lives?  God gave us the 

answer in Exodus 25:8 where He 

said, And have them make me a 

sanctuary, so that I may dwell 

among them.  So where was this 

sanctuary or tent to be built?  It was 

to be constructed in the center of 

the twelve tribes of Israel.  So what 

is the message for us living thou-

sands of years later?  It simply 

means you need to build a “tent” in 

your daily life for God.  In order to 

bring that mountain top experience 

down to your everday life experi-

ence you must take time to dwell 

with God every day.  You must pre-

pare a “tent” in your schedule, eve-

ry day where you commune with 

God.  You need a space for God to 

come into.  This space or “tent” 

must be set up in the center of your 

day, the center of your schedule, 

and the center of everything you 

do!  Why the center?  Because, if 

it is not the center, then your 

everyday schedule will crowd it 

out.  You don’t fit God around 

your schedule, you fit your 

schedule around your time with 

God or your “tent”.  When God is 

in the center of your life then 

everything else will fit into 

place.  This is why D.B.S. is so 

important.  It will guide you to 

discipline yourself to build this 

“tent” or meeting place with God 

everyday at an appointed time to 

commune with God and study 

His word.   

Another great message from the 

Bible concerning delving deeper 

into its study is found in Luke 

5:4-11.  This is the story of Jesus 

teaching the multitudes from a 

boat on the Sea of Galilea.  Fish-

ing wasn’t going well that day.  

Jesus turned to Peter and said, 

“Launch out into the deep and 

let your nets out for a catch” and 

so they did.  They caught so 

many fish that their nets began 

to break.  So what does that 

mean for us today?   

Continued on page 19 
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DISCIPLE THREE, continued 

I married Betsy and learned a little more of what being a Christian was all about.  I knew that the direction of my journey was not enough, 

but I didn’t do anything  about it.  I was happy in my life as it was.  I then was introduced to Kairos Prison Ministry whose volunteers have 

become Christian examples for me.  As I took part in the prison weekend retreats and weekly Prayer and Share prison  

visits,  I soon found that the same prisoners that I was there to minister to knew a lot more about the Bible than I did!  I wanted to do some-

thing about it...but where to begin… At that same time, the Disciple program became available.  During the past 3 years God’s Word has 

come alive for me in a deeper way.  Not only was I directed to read the scriptures, but I wanted to do so.  Disciple I led on to Disciple II and 

on to Disciple III.   I now feel that I will be on an “almost” equal footing with the residents of the prisons when we are able to return after 

Covid restrictions are lifted.   The comradery with my fellow Disciple students these past 3 years has been irreplaceable and I thank God for 

what I have learned from each one of them.  I always look forward to our weekly discussions.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Chuck Ahlborn 

Good Morning, Grace Church.  My 

name is Betsy Ahlborn.  I have been 

part of the Disciple Bible Study for the 

past 3 years.  

However, I would like to start at the 

beginning….a very long time ago.  

My testimony, “telling the story of 

how I became a Christian” began 

when I was 13 years old.  I accepted 

Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior 

when I was baptized and confirmed in 

the Presbyterian Church of my youth.  

I was raised by Christian parents and 

attended weekly church and Sunday 

school.  In my early 20s I met and 

married a Christian man, Chuck, while 

he was in dental school.  After two 

years in the army, my husband joined 

a dental practice in Brownsville.  In 

1971, fifty years ago this summer, we 

joined Grace Church.  As a family, we 

attended Grace Church and Sunday 

school regularly.  We were content to 

be a “Sunday….Churchgoing Family!)  

Fast forward, our Disciple Journey 

began when Chuck joined Kairos Pris-

on Ministry 5 years ago.  Many of the 

Kairso volunteers had gone through 

the disciple program and told us about 

the growth in their churches.  We met 

Heidi & Dennis, during that time,… 

Heidi’s enthusiasm for Disciple was 

contagious.  And so the birth of Disci-

ple in Grace Church.  

Our D3 group has been together for 3 

years.  We are diversified in all levels of 

Bible knowledge and Christian growth.  

Having our weekly Disciple meetings in 

the church during Covid was a God 

send.  We were masked and social dis-

tanced and ready to study the entire 32 

weeks.  We have grown together by lis-

tening, discussing, questions and at 

times humoring each other!!....Kathy 

has been our lead facilitator with Heidi, 

Kit, Rich and Micke ready to step in 

when needed.  Each of them brought 

their own style of facilitating to the 

class.  

As you have heard through the testimo-

nies, D1 is a very intensive 

study...reading over 80% of the bible 

during the 34 week study.  D2 becomes 

more specific and for the first half of the 

study concentrates on Genesis and Exo-

dus and then continues in the NT with 

the book of Luke and Acts.  This year, 

D3’s OT study was of the Prophests and 

NT with the letters of Paul.  By D3 we 

needed all the desk space we could 

gather just to spread out our ‘extra’ ma-

terials.  I might add that having my hus-

band along in this journey has been an 

added bonus.   

 

 

My name is Chuck and I have been a member of Grace Church for many years.  My 

journey with Christ started when I was very young.  I went to Sunday school every 

Sunday.  I can remember just about every story in the Bible.  I’m sure some of you 

can remember the Bible stories that were taught through “felt boards”.  For those 

of you who are too young to remember, the cut-out figures of the stories would 

stick to the felt boards that were on  easels.  My Sunday school teachers brought 

the stories of the Bible to life and they were ingrained in my memory for years. My 

weekly visits to church continued throughout my early life.  

As I look back, I realize that my Chris-

tian journey has been “private and per-

sonal”.  However, that has been slowly 

changing.  I used to pray at night and 

talk to God throughout the day...but 

that was the extent of my prayer life.  

Disciple has changed that for me.  Eve-

ry week in Disciple we take down pray-

er requests and pray for each one of 

them during the week.  When we re-

turn the next week, we go over the 

prayer requests and see how God has 

worked in each of their lives.  Chuck 

and I begin praying together during D1 

and continue to daily.  I have learned 

how to pray with more confidence that 

my prayers will be answered not just 

“hoping” they will be!  I have so much 

more to learn….  

Faith increases as we read and study 

THE WORD then act upon it. I need to 

continue stepping out of my private 

and personal shell.  

I am looking forward to D4 in the 

Fall….I invite YOU to begin your Bible 

journey and join a Disciple 1 study 

group.  

                                             Betsy Ahlborn  
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Simply this, do not stay 

in the shallow waters in 

your walk with Jesus.  

Your blessings are not in 

the shallow water.  Your 

blessings of God are not 

found in the shallow wa-

ters of faith.  They simp-

ly do not swim there.  

There are many who call 

themselves Christians, 

but stay in the shallow 

water, staying near what 

is familiar or comforta-

ble.  They never leave 

their old ways.  They 

read the scriptures, but 

only get into the shallow 

of the word or the sur-

face of its meaning.  

They know of God’s love, 

but never get into the 

deepness of His love.  So 

if you want the deep 

blessings of God you 

must leave the shallow 

water of faith and go in-

to the deep water.  There 

you will find the deep 

meaning of His word 

and the deep blessings 

just waiting to be found.  

This is why D.B.S. is so 

important.  It will take 

you into the deep waters 

of the Bible where these 

blessings can be found.   

 

Final Thoughts 

Do not delay in your de-

cision to join a D.B.S. 

class.  The scripture tells 

us God is eternal, but we 

have only one life.  It on-

ly comes once in an eter-

nity.  It’s not a circle but 

a straight line to eterni-

ty.  You’ll never walk or 

pass through this way 

again.  So whatever you 

can do, do it now and 

don’t put it off.  Learn 

the messages of the Bi-

ble, teach your children 

that they may pass it on 

because time is shorter 

than you think!  Jesus is 

coming, sooner than you 

can imagine.  

Rich Kowalcck  

Disciple 3, continued 
  

What I learned from Disciple 3 

Disciple 3 has been my favorite Disciple study.  In this study, I 

have been able to understand through the smaller readings and 

great discussions:  the principles of GOD.  This study included 

everyone digging, searching, and researching with other tools 

and materials to supplement what we were learning.  We began 

learning more about the Hebrew language.  What my major take 

away is that GOD is in control  HE knows everything, everything 

has been supremely thought out and everything is connected 

with all T’s crossed and I’s dotted.  We do not have to worry 

about the future but only live out the 2 greatest commandments 

that Christ Jesus gave us.  To love GOD with everything we have 

and to love our neighbor.    

Heidi Walker 

 

New Disciple 1 Class 

will begin in the fall  

Over the past few weeks we have heard wonderful and 

inspirational testimonies.  We have heard how God has 

touched each of us and made THE difference in our 

lives.  

The Disciples Study Series is a journey:  A guided tour 

through the Bible.  It is more than reading some Bible 

passages or discussing a few questions.  Truly, it is a Ho-

ly Spirit-led fellowship exploring the wonders of our 

faith.  We learn the relevance of the whole Bible; both 

the old and new testaments and how they relate to one 

another.  We come to the understanding, not the 

knowledge, but the understanding of just how much 

God loves us.  We probably can all recite the verse from 

John 3:16.  You know the one that says “God so loves the 

world that He gave his only begotten Son,” but now it is 

real.  This God thing is no longer some words in a book 

or a short sermon on Sunday.  It becomes very personal 

and takes up residence in your heart.  It is so personal 

that it can be very difficult to put into words, but I will 

try.   

Simply put, He changes you.  He changed me.  Where 

there was insecurity, He gave me confidence.  Where 

there was turmoil, He gave me peace.  Where there was 

confusion, He gave me direction.  I realized that He has 

a purpose for each and every one of us, even me.  He fills 

that empty void that we try to fill with material things.  

He fills it with His overflowing love!  You do not have to 

look any further.  These revelations are both humbling 

and joyful.  I know of no greater quest than committing 

my life to my Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.   

Come journey with us.  You will learn and grow and I 

promise, you won’t be disappointed!  

     Kathy Keller  
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Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive                    

Coal Center, PA 15423 

 

 

724-330-5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                                                         

724-330-5503 ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP                                                                 

Saturday Evening                                                            

5:14 p.m. 

Sunday Morning                                                                                          

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

For information on our worship services,                      

please contact Chris at 724.330.5350 or                          

go to www.gracecoalcenter.org 

Nursery for infants through                

preschoolers is available during              

the 10:45 worship. 

Join our                                     

Facebook Live!                 

Worship every Sunday                         

at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship 

service will be available on our 

website Sunday afternoons. 

Grace Christian Education                      

Center Director                                   

Renee Heckler                                                

724—330-5123                                             

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Ministry                            

Todd Reagan                                                         

724-628-4957                                     

maynardtoearth@aol.com 

Care Committee Chair                        

David Ziolecki                                                       

724-330-5266                                                         

davidziolecki@gmail.com 

United Methodist Women                 

President ~ Jean Belski                                      

724-938-9615                                           

jb11848@zoominternet.net                                          

Youth Group Coordinator                          

Clyde Qualk, Jr.                                                    

724-809-1925                                              

qualk.clyde@bphawks.org                        

 

 

Staff Parish Relations Chair                   

Sean Miller                                                

724-914-3146                                            

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                                

Phil Riel                                                                    

724-970-9016                                                      

priel295@gmail.com                          

Lay Leaders                                                      

Kit Carson                                                                

724-785-2329                                                           

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                                                        

724-938-8821                                                               

k.parshall2875@gmail.com 

Church Council Chairperson                    

Ross Golden                                                

724-344-2000                                                  

wrgolden73@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair                    

Jim Short                                                           

724-258-9353                                        

jshort9590@aol.com 

OFFICE HOURS                        
(subject to change                          

without notice) 
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Friday 9AM-4PM 
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