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Mark your calendars!  Beginning January 8, 2023,                     

we will gather following the 10:45 worship for                  

MONTHLY  covered dish luncheons.  These luncheons               

will take place the second Sunday of each month.                     

Please bring a covered dish to share.  

For our friends who attend the Saturday 5:14pm worship 

and the Sunday 8:30am worship services,                                          

you are invited to join us!  Let’s get to know everyone                         

who is part of the family of Grace Church. 

Be sure to pick up a Kindness Stone from our Prayer Garden.  

Painted and placed by our SWAGgers this summer,                          

the Kindness Stones are a great way to be reminded                          

of the love and faithfulness of God.   

Keep one for yourself or share one with a friend. 

Church Retreat 

at Jumonville! 
 

February 17-19 
 

Come for a day or 

for the whole 

weekend. 
 

Details coming 

soon! 



Have you ever felt totally helpless?  Can 

you remember facing a situation or emer-

gency in which you were completely power-

less?   

It is a sobering experience for anyone. 

Everyone, no matter how close and de-

pendent a person is with God, still likes to 

feel as if they have some control over their 

circumstances.   

In 2 Chronicles 20, Jehoshaphat experi-

enced a moment like that.  The Bible tells 

us how he was a good king and ended up 

receiving dangerous news: three different 

armies had joined forces to destroy Israel. 

 Some time later the Moabites and 

Ammonites, accompanied by Meunites, 

joined forces to make war on Jehosha-

phat.       2 Chronicles 20:1 MES 

As he was listening to the reports coming 

in verse 2 tells us this: 

 Jehoshaphat received this intelli-

gence report: “A huge force is on its 

way  from beyond the Dead Sea to 

fight you. There’s no time to waste—

they’re already at Hazazon Tamar,             

t h e  o a s i s  o f  E n  G e d i . ”                                                  

 2 Chronicles 20:2 MES 

What was the king’s response?  Jehosha-

phat responded two ways.  The first thing 

verse 3 tells us is that he was shaken, 

frightened, alarmed or afraid.   M a k e s 

perfect sense—he must have felt totally 

powerless.   

But verse 3 also tells us something else the 

king did.  In the moment of helplessness, 

he knew exactly what to do.  The Bible 

doesn’t say, “Jehoshaphat was afraid and 

ran away”, or “Jehoshaphat was alarmed 

and charged into battle.”  No the Bible tells 

us this, 

 Shaken, Jehoshaphat prayed.  

             

 He went to God for help and                

ordered a nationwide fast.                                                 

2 Chronicles 20:3 MES 

It was the perfect response to a helpless 

situation.  The king knew it wasn’t a time 

to give up, and it sure wasn’t a time to take 

action motivated by fear.  He decided to do 

the only wise thing he could: he prayed.  

More than that, he called on others to pray.  

As you read the story you find the entire 

situation changed from that point on.  Be-

cause suddenly, God had been brought in-

to a hopeless situation.  Here is the prayer 

we find from King Jehoshaphat: 

Continued on page 10. 

Praying for you from the computer . . . Pastor Ken 
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Give Thanks to Him & Praise His Name!  Psalm 100:4 
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Dear Grace Church Family, 

Thank you all for the thoughts, prayers and cards in the 
loss of our dear mom. 

The family of Mary Verna Prentice Farkas 

~~~~~ 

Grace Church Grief Card Ministry Team, 

Thank you so much for your note and support material. 
Your personal display of loving a stranger from a dis-

tance screams of Jesus. Thank you and God Bless you! 

All the best,  Steve Healy 

~~~~~ 

Grace Church Family, 

Thank you for your prayers and cards, prayer shawl and cross.  Thanks to everyone who 
brought food; everything was very good.  A special thanks to Joyce Hill for arranging the food 
train. 

Virginia and Paul Beatty 

We thank you for allowing Soccer Shots 

Pittsburgh to be a fun and positive part 

of each week for the children! Without 

your help, these positive impacts would 

not be possible. We are giving a mone-

tary donation on your behalf to UPMC 

Children’s Hospital. They will match 

the amount of our donation to help give 

children the treatment they need for 

the future they deserve! 

Happy Holidays from our Leadership Team and wonderful Coaching Staff, 

Anthony Calvano, Cassidy Graham, John Metzler, Maureen Hanlon, Teddy Hut-

son, Carla Stewart and Michel Kozuch 



HOLLY 

 Holly is one of those plants  

associated with Christmas for no   

apparent reason.  The only real asso-

ciations are Pagan uses in winter and 

agricultural ceremonies, and the fact 

that Christmas is celebrated in the 

winter time.  Holly’s brightly       

colored green leaves and red berries 

can cheer up the darkness of winter.   

The problem with native grown  

holly in Pennsylvania, is that it is             

deciduous and that means no leaves 

at Christmas time.  Holly in other 

parts of the country and world is an 

evergreen. 

 Pennsylvania is at the northern 

limit for native grown holly.  Holly, 

depending on the species can range 

for dwarf species of less than a foot, 

to lofty trees of 60 feet or more.  It 

is often used in ornamental planting 

beds.  It is just ok for firewood.  The 

colors of burning holly are wonder-

ful, but it does not burn very hot.  

Holly also has many other uses. 

 Holly wood readily accepts 

dye and can be used to mimic eb-

ony wood for such things as piano 

keys and frames.  Holly is clear 

wood with few if any knots and can 

be easily turned on a lathe, carved 

into curved pieces, and used for in-

lays.   

 Coming back to Christmas, the 

red and green, red is symbolic of the 

blood of Christ and the green 

(evergreen) represents everlasting 

life and his everlasting love for us. 

Have a Merry Christmas, yes Merry 

Christmas, January 1 is only the 7
th
 

Day of Christmas 

Exploring God’s World with Ross Golden  
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Military Prayer List  
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Anderson, Gavin ~ United States Army National Guard 

Hampton, Zachary ~ United States Army 

Haschets, Anthony ~ United States Air Force 

Lee, Jacob and Kayla (Wadsworth) ~                                            

United States Navy 

Levy, Chris ~ United States Air Force 

Minor, Gabriel ~ United States Army 

Minor, Lucas ~ United States Army 

Oveson, Clayton and Hannah (Smitley) ~ United States Air Force 

Paci, Jacob ~ United States Air Force 

Rager, David and Cheyenne ~ United States Air Force 

Wonsettler, Christopher J. and Lauren ~ United States Air Force 

Wright, Christopher ~ United States Army 

Mary Verna Prentice Farkas 

 November 14, 2022 

Pat Sames  

 December 1, 2022    

  Forever in our hearts . . .  



We are praising God for the willing-

ness of His people to support the ef-

forts to provide each family who at-

tended the December distribution 

with a Giant Eagle gift card.  Your 

support was overwhelming!  Each 

family received that blessing and there 

is money in the bank towards another 

gift card at the April distribution for 

their Easter Dinner.   

Our volunteer team worked so well to 

sort and load wonderful quality food to 

our clients.  We were blessed to have 

many members of the California Area 

High School Girls Volleyball team with 

us, under the direction of their coach, 

Grace Church’s own Jen Phillips.  These 

girls made a tremendous contribution as 

there was an abundance of fresh pro-

duce to share. 

 

We ask that you 

prayerfully consider 

continuing to sup-

port this mission 

with monetary dona-

tions.  Donations 

may be made via 

both the offering plate and online at  

https://gracecoalcenter.org/giving 

Please make checks payable to Grace 

UMC with food bank or Country Six in 

the memo line. 

Come on out some time and watch how 

the distribution works.  You will appre-

ciate the effort and maybe join in! 

Grace Church Matters  
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1,000 Outside is a movement to encourage 

spending more time outdoors and less time n 

front of a screen.  It is believed the average          

American child spends somewhere between                   

25 and 40 hours *PER YEAR* in free play                  

outside but 1200 hours on screens.                                    

A balance is desperately needed! 

Go to www.1000hoursoutside.com to learn more, 

to download a poster to color as you and your 

family spend more time outside and for resources 

on other healthy-habit forming activities. 

https://gracecoalcenter.org/giving
https://gracecoalcenter.org/giving
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Grace Family Matters  
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Grace Women in Faith held their annual 

Christmas Party at Nemacolin Country 

Club on December 8, 2022 at 5:30 pm.  

There was a cheese and vegetable appe-

tizers and fruit punch.  There was a sur-

prise visit from Santa Clause and the 

head elf. Dinner was a buffet with a lot of 

good food.  Mary Jane Qualk had the devotions before the prayer.  The topic of the 

devotion were gifts the Magi gave to Jesus.  Gold was for a king, Frankincense for 

incense for the temple and myrrh for burial.  Mary Jane also offer the prayer for 

our meal.   There was cake and pumpkin pie for dessert.  Coffee and tea also was 

served.  Our entertainment was by Lois Scott who sang Christmas songs and a few 

Country Western songs.   Many thanks to Mary Thompson for all her hard work in 

arranging this Christmas Party. Everyone had a good time. 

Our next meeting will be held on January 12, 2023 at 1:00 pm in the Newkirk 

Room of Grace Church.  If attending, please bring some of your leftover Christmas 

Cookies.  Coffee, tea and water will be provided.   

As always, all women of the church are invited to attend. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jean Belski, President, Grace Women in Faith.  



 Happy New Year Grace Church! 

“May your New Year be blessed with good health,                                
happiness, and plenty of God’s blessings.” 

 

The staff at GCEC are looking forward to the growing possibilities 

of our child centered ministries and all of you are invited to serve, 

pray and witness with us! Our GCEC enrollment continues to grow 

and with the start of this New Year, we will begin our quest for our 

2nd grade licensure. We are so Blessed with families who want their child/children educated 

in a Christian setting with a strong academic curriculum as well as an environment that will 

foster spiritual growth and character building. We thank all of you for continued prayers 

and donations. 

Christmas Ball 2022: We sponsored the 

Christmas Dance on  December 9th with 40 

children and 12 Adult volunteers! Our 

“Visionary” was Dani Goroncy and what a fan-

tastic job she did once again. Dani has a heart 

for serving children, youth and her communi-

ty. Children danced to the music provided by 

our DJ Keren Galis, they ate pizza and deli-

cious homemade cookies. Santa arrived with a 

toy for every child in attendance and we even 

had some special characters (Elsa etc.) attend 

the festivities for the night. Special thanks to: 

Dani, Mike, Keren, Melissa D, Melissa R, Kayla, Taylor,              

Jenna B, Jenna H, Audrey, Laura, Vicky and of course                           

SANTA for making the occasion a memorable one�  

Christmas Program: We had our annual school program on 

December 15th and we just about packed the sanctuary! Our 

students love to sing and can be quite entertaining.  

2023: We hope to obtain our License for 2nd Grade and to 

move onto a Keystone Stars Rating of a 3. There are plans for 

a Family Game Night, Valentines Dinner, celebrating Month 

of The Young Child, Recognizing Grace UMC/GCEC staff                 

for their dedication, Service-Learning projects and so                    

much more! 

Grace Christian Ed Center ~ Renee Heckler, Director 
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Praying for you from the computer . . .      PK  
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Jehoshaphat stood among them as they gathered 

at the new court of the Temple and prayed this 

prayer:  “O Lord God of our fathers—the only God 

in all the heavens, the ruler of all the kingdoms 

of the earth—you are so powerful, so mighty.  

Who can stand against you?  O our God, didn’t 

you drive out the heathen who lived in this land 

when your people arrived?  And didn’t you give 

this land forever to the descendants of your 

friend Abraham?  Your people settled here and 

built this Temple for you, truly believing that in a 

time like this—whenever we are faced with any 

calamity such as war, disease, or famine—we can 

stand here before this Temple and before you—for 

you are here in this Temple—and cry out to you to save us; and that you will hear 

us and rescue us.”   

“And now see what the armies of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir are doing.  You 

wouldn’t let our ancestors invade those nations when Israel left Egypt, so we went 

around and didn’t destroy them.  Now see how they reward us!  For they have come 

to throw us out of your land which you have given us.  O our God, won’t you stop 

them?  We have no way to protect ourselves against this mighty army.  We don’t 

know what to do, but we are looking to you.”              2 Chronicles 20:5-12 LIV 

Notice what Jehoshaphat does in this prayer.  He isn’t looking forward, sharing all his 

fears about what might happen.  He is remembering the past, recounting times when God 

brought them out of similar “helpless” situations. 

It is a good example for us.  How often has the Lord done something mighty in your life 

when all seemed lost?  God is actively involved in our lives today.  It is sad when we thank 

Him in the moment but then forget soon after what God’s done for us.  When we forget, 

and later become fearful again, it’s hard to remember what God has already done in our 

lives.   

That’s why it is important at times to look back and remember.  During times of helpless-

ness, we want encouragement not just about how God has worked in history or in the 

world, but about how God has worked in our very own lives. 

When you keep a record of what God has done in your life (writing them down is so benefi-

cial) you begin to view how God is working from a new perspective.   Fear is diminished 

and faith grows.   

Godspeed                                          Ken 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 20, 2023 is National 

Sanctity of Human Life Day and the Na-

tional March for Life. 

Get more information or register to join 

the March at https://marchforlife.org/ 

For the Good of  the Family of  Grace  
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Honor or remember a loved one by 

sponsoring the altar flower arrangement 

placed for worship services. Cost is $20. 

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board at the narthex entrance or via 

https://gracecoalcenter.org/resources/

altar-flowers 

https://marchforlife.org/
http://www.gracecoalcenter.org
https://gracecoalcenter.org/resources/altar-flowers
https://gracecoalcenter.org/resources/altar-flowers


Grace United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

420 California Drive 

Coal Center, PA  15423 

 

724—330—5350 

Pastor Ken Custer                                                        

724-330-5503  ~ kscuster@zoominternet.net 

Chris Merashoff ~ Office Manager                                

724-330-5350 ~ office@gracecoalcenter.org 

Grace Christian Education 

Center Director                     

Renee Heckler                       

724-330-5123                          

gracechristianed@gmail.com 

Music & Drama Director                

Todd Reagan                                

724-628-4957                                

maynardtoearth@aol.com                               

Lay Leaders                                             

Kit Carson                              

724-785-2329                               

carsonjk49@gmail.com 

Kathy Parshall                       

724-322-4447                                                        

k.parshall2875@gmail.com 

Mission/Nurture Team 

Chair (OMIN)                  

Sherry Cramer                              

724-239-4508                                      

scramer48@comcast.net 

United Women in Faith 

President ~ Jean Belski                   

724-938-9615                                              

jb11848@zoominternet.net 

Church Council Chair               

Scott Saurich                        

412-997-1405                         

mole252325@yahoo.com 

Board of Trustees Chair                

Phil Riel                                         

724-970-9016                                  

priel295@gmail.com                                   

Staff Parish Relations Chair 

Sean Miller                                 

724-914-3146                                 

seanmillermu89@gmail.com 

Finance Committee Chair              

Jim Short                                        

724-258-9353                               

jshort9590@aol.com 

SWAG (Saved With Amazing 

Grace) Middle School Kids                

Keren Galis                               

724-562-4587                                

kerenjoygalis@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS                 

Subject to change              

without notice. 

Tuesday,                

Thursday and            

Friday 9AM-4PM 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! 

Saturday Evening 

5:14PM 
 

Sunday Morning 

8:30AM and 10:45AM 

Join our Facebook Live Worship 

every Sunday at 10:45AM 
 

A recording of this worship service will be 

available on our website Sunday afternoon.   

www.gracecoalcenter.org 
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