
“Praise the Lord! Praise God in His 

sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty 

heavens!  Praise Him for His mighty deeds; 

praise Him according to His excellent 

greatness! 

Psalm 150: 1-2 

What each one of us want more than 
anything is safety, security and hope.  We 
can be ensnared by the world and enticed 
by the sinfulness around us; but when it 
presses in on us, we look for refuge; a 
sanctuary.  Often we look in the wrong 
places and find that the world’s offerings 
are inadequate and futile; but God has 
provided a place of rest and refuge in the 
arms of Jesus that meets our every need. 

Grasping the sanctuary found in Jesus 
does not come naturally to us.  With Jesus 
Christ, the relationship we have with Him 
is not like the relationship He has with us.  
Jesus loves us with an uncharacteristic 
ease.  Our relationship with Him does not  
come involuntarily.  Our love to Him must 
be nurtured and grown, cultivated and 
purposed.  We have to focus on it, work 
on it, be intentional in its practice.  Our 
inclination is to walk in such a way that 
contradicts what we believe with how we 
behave.  We need to have a funeral for 
our sins; bury them and take the refuge 
offered through Jesus to heart. 

 Bryan McAlister “His Life”,  

The Jenkins Institute, 2019, page 196 

“Safe in the arms of Jesus,  Safe on His gentle breast, 
There by His love o’er-shaded, Sweetly my soul shall 
rest.   

Safe from the world’s temptations, Sin cannot harm 
me there. Free from the blight of sorrow, free from 
my doubts and fears.  

Jesus, my heart’s dear refuge, Jesus has died for me.  
Firm on the Rock of Ages, Ever my trust shall be.” 

 

“Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may 
dwell among them.”      

 Exodus 25:8 

TEACHERS’ CORNER 

    

 

     Sanctuary 

 

Scripture Reference:    

             Hebrews 9 

                   (Key verses:  11-15) 

 

Key Lesson Themes: 
 
1. The new covenant is better: it is superior 
2. With the earthly tabernacle, God provided a 

sanctuary for His people 
3. God provides a spiritual sanctuary for the faithful 

through Jesus Christ 
 
Keep in mind each lesson is intended to be used on both Sunday 
morning and Wednesday evening.   
Most often Sunday will include: 

 the pre-lesson learning center activities,  

 review of key people from the lesson, 

 the presentation of the lesson from selected scripture, 

 introduction of the memory verse(s), 

 singing of appropriate song(s) and  

 purposeful prayer  

Wednesday’s activities are to include: 
o the application for today  
o activities to support the lesson  
o reinforcement of memory verse and  
o selected song and purposeful prayer. 

 

Jesus is Supreme 
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Who’s Who in this week’s lesson:    
 God: the Father, Jesus, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  

 The High Priest 
 

 
 
Key Words or Phrases from the Text: 

 “Offer”, “Offered”  – Hebrews 9:7,9,14,25,28 

 “Sacrifice” – Hebrews 9:9, 23, 26 

 “Covenant” – Hebrews 9: 4,15,16,17,20 

 “Blood” – Hebrews 9:7,12,13,14,18,19,20,21,22,25 

 “Sin” – Hebrews 9:26,28 

 
 
 
Pre-Lesson Learning Centers: 
 

1. Welcome Activity – Provide an attendance board for each student to mark their 

attendance. (Preferably this board was set up during the first lesson of the quarter.) As each student 
arrives, give them an item to be used in activity # 2 and ask them, “What is the most valuable 
or most precious thing you own?” This discussion is to help them realize that we should place 
great value on things that are most important. 
 

2. What’s It Worth to Ya? – Provide items (fake replicas are fine) or pictures of items that 

are worth a lot of money. (jewelry, diamonds, famous paintings, etc) Discuss how man has 
always placed a lot of value on gold, silver and precious stones. Explain that even God used 
these things to show His people that places or things He wants to use for special purposes 
need to be of great value to us.  Introduce the thought of items used in that first earthly 
tabernacle and why God wanted these items to be special. 

 

3. What in the World is a ‘Tabernacle’? Display pictures or a replica of the tabernacle of 

Exodus 25. Explain that God gave very specific instructions on how to build this portable 
place of worship for His people. Compare and contrast a tent used for camping today with 
this very special tent that was transported by the Israelites during their wilderness wanderings 
many centuries before and was used for God’s purpose until King Solomon built the temple. 
(See II Chronicles 1:3) 

 
 
 
Bible Facts: 
 

 During the time of the first covenant (Law of Moses) God provided rules (ordinances) for 
divine service (worship that was pleasing to Him) and the earthly sanctuary (the tabernacle)  

V1 

 Behind the first veil of curtains, the sanctuary (or place set apart for special purpose) was 
where the golden lampstand, the table, and the showbread were placed. V2 

 Behind the second veil of special curtains was the Most Holy Place or The Holiest of 
All.  This is where the golden censer and the ark of the covenant were placed. V3 
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 Inside the ark of the covenant which was overlaid with gold were three items: 
o The golden pot of manna 
o Aaron’s (the first High Priest) rod that had budded  
o The tablets with the Law of Moses written on them 
On top of the ark were the two cherubim of gold which shielded the mercy seat. 
The Hebrew writer stated that the detail of these things were no longer known by 
the first century. V4-5  (the old had faded away) 

 The priests during the time of the old law entered the sanctuary of the tabernacle to 
perform their priestly duties. V6 
 

 Once a year the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place with the blood of sacrificed 
animals to offer to God for his sins and the sins of the Israelites. V7 
 

 These offerings could not remove the sin of the Hebrews; they could only appease 
the God of heaven until the perfect sacrifice could be made. V8-10 
 

 But Jesus Christ came as High Priest (about AD 30) with a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle not made with hands. V11 
 

 Jesus entered once and for all the Most Holy Place, not with the blood of bulls 
and goats but with His own blood for the purpose of eternal redemption. V12 
 

 The blood of sacrificed animals are ineffective as compared with the blood of 
Christ.  He was the perfect sacrifice; without spot or blemish.  His sacrifice 
removes our sin. V13-14 
 

 Jesus is the rightful Mediator (one who brings about peace, accord, 
reconciliation) of the new law (the New Testament) and by His death, He brings 
the promise of eternal inheritance (heaven). V15 
 

 Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth– to save souls- could only be accomplished by 
His death.  Just like a will is of no effect until the person dies, God’s promises for 
salvation could not be possible without the death of Jesus. V17-18 
 

 According to God’s law (both the old law and the new) blood is required to purify people 
from their sins.  Even Moses offered the blood of calves and goats in the tabernacle 
as God had commanded.  V18-22 
 

 The things done by Moses (and all the Jews until the time Jesus died on the cross) 
were inferior to the sacrifice of Christ.  Christ does not enter a tabernacle or a temple 
on rare occasion to offer Himself for us; Jesus offered Himself up on the cross once 
and for all. V23-26 
 

 Everyone will face a physical death and after this death, God will judge all mankind. 
V 27 
 

 Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many and He will appear again a second 
time to gather those who eagerly wait for Him. V28 
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Memory Verse(s): 
 
 3 year-olds through 2nd Grade students: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd – 5th Grade students: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application Thoughts: 
 

 Talk with the students about where their ‘safe place’ is.  Have them share 
where they feel the most safe and secure. Discuss with them what a 
‘sanctuary’ is. Not only can it be a place of refuge and worship; but a sanctuary 
can be our ‘safe place’.  The old tabernacle served such a purpose.  God 
wanted His children to have a place they could go for refuge.  God’s people 
have always needed a safe place from the world.  God also wanted to show 
His people that He was with them and would keep them as long as they 
obeyed Him. 

 When Jesus came into the world and lived a sinless life, He became the perfect 
One to provide spiritual safety for us.  Jesus is our safe place.  He is our 
refuge, our shield, our protection, our haven of rest. 

 By His sacrifice on the cross, Jesus became our access to the heavenly 
Father; not only for this present time, but for all eternity. 

 
 
Song(s): 
 
 “Sanctuary” 

“There Is a Place of Quiet Rest”  
 

 
 

“Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.” 

Hebrews 9:28a 

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, 

 who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,  

cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 

Hebrews 9:14 
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Prayer Corner: 
 

 Recognize God’s special care for His people, in the past and in the present 

 Express gratitude for God’s plan to save us 

 Express thankfulness for God allowing Jesus to serve as the perfect sacrifice 
for our sins 

 Pray for others who are hurting and need God’s help 

 Pray that we will live to glorify God 

 
 
Lesson Retention Activities:    (Choose 1 or 2 activities as time permits) 

 
1. Tabernacle Display - Make an inter-active bulletin board, magnetic board or 

poster to review the structure of the tabernacle of Exodus. Have the students place 
the items of the tabernacle in their correct location on the display board.  

(Optional activity:  Tabernacle coloring page.) 

2. Memory Verse Scramble – Print out each word of the memory verse on colorful 

pieces of cardstock (they can be circles or 4x 6 sized cards, etc)  Deal out the ‘cards’ to the 
students and have them place in the correct order. (a small magnet can be attached to the 

cards to be arranged on a magnetic board)  For the younger classes, pictures representing 
key words can be added to the cards. (examples:  ‘picture’ of Jesus, picture of someone 

offering something to someone else, picture of a bear, picture of a person stealing (or other sinful 
activity), picture of a crowd.) 

3. Good, Better, Best – Provide a series of things that represent the idea of 
something that is just ‘okay’ versus the ‘best ever’ to illustrate that God wants the 
very best for us and provided the very best when He sent His Son to die for us.  
(Examples: stale crackers versus homemade cookies,  old, chewed-up toy versus a brand new one, 
old, wornout clothes or shoes versus a new outfit or new pair of shoes, etc)  An old Nintendo cartridge 
versus a brand new video game could be used for illustration for the older classes. 

 

Craft Activity: 

To emphasize to the students how they should live for Jesus and by doing so can find a safe place in 

Him, help the students put together a door hanger for their room using the provided materials (or 

pictures of your choice).  Print out on cardstock and have pieces pre-cut for younger students.  Have 

the students color the verse image and then glue one image on each side of the door hanger. They 

can also add their name. 
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Door Hanger Template 
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Optional Activity Sheets 
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