Navigating Theological Conversations
Navigating: plan and direct the route or course by using instruments (You) or maps (Bible).
· AI - Navigation - Navigation is essential because it enables safe, efficient travel to a desired destination, allowing for the avoidance of hazards, conservation of resources, and adherence to schedules.
Theological –the study of the nature of God and religious belief.
Conversations - a talk between two or more people, in which news and ideas are exchanged.
· Definition: Navigating Theological Conversations = Planning a route for safe and efficient discussions about God, scripture and faith practices that will be God honoring & truth seeking.
Why Theological Conversations Matter
· Most Important conversations we can have!   Jesus’ Goal … 
· John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
· Luke 19:10 - Seek & save the lost 
· 1 Tim. 2:4 - who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
· 2 Pet. 3:9 – The Lord is patient wanting all to reach repentance. 
· John 3:16-17 – God sent Jesus to save the world.
· Rom. 10:13 – God wants all to be saved. 
· Assumed we are carrying out what God designed: 
· Ps. 96:3 - “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.”
· Matt. 28:19 – Making disciples
· Acts 1:8 – (Disciples) – you will be my witnesses…
· Rom. 10:14-15 – How can they call on who they have not believe… how can they believe in the one in whom they have not heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
· Col. 4:5-6 - “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt…”
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· Paul in Corinth (Act 18:1-4) - And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.
· Acts 19:26- (Riot at Ephesus) (Demetrius a silversmith who made idols  - And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods.
· Acts 26:26-28 - …27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” 28 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?
· Recognition of Paul trying to persuade Agrippa. 
· 2 Cor. 5;10-11 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ… 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.

We Persuade by talking with others about Theology (God, Scripture, Faith, Practices) 

You CAN DO IT: 
· Confidence comes from being in the word & knowing what the Bible says.

· Confidence comes from God’s Spirit. 

· 2 Tim. 1:7 - For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

· Eph. 6:20 –…I am an ambassador (representative of God) in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.


As We Navigate Theological Conversations…. Think “TALK”
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Acrostic of TALK
T- Think Souls 
· We sing a song “A Soul Winner for Jesus” … If we want to win souls = Think Souls!  
· DON’T THINK:
· X - Don’t Think - Victory (Battle, Fight, War)
· We are in a War/Fight/Battle with spiritual forces: 
· 2 Cor. 10:3 - For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.
· Eph. 6:12-13 - For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God
· 1 Pet. 5:8-9 - "Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
· Not winning arguments, but honor Christ and seek out truth = Think Souls 
· X - Don’t Think – Appearance / Judgement
· Don’t judge a book by its cover. 
· John 7:24 – “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”
· Gen. 1:26 - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him.
· Don’t judge appearances, but rather THINK SOULS
· X – Don’t Think SELF (Self preservation / Image) 
· We feel we need to speak to defend self or uphold our image.  
· Maybe lift self up and speak about accomplishments/ or know it all
· Selfish Ambitions - Phil. 2:3-4 - Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
· Don’t Think Self --- Think Souls! 

Our Goal: Planning a route for safe and efficient discussions about God, scripture and faith practices that will be God honoring & truth seeking.

A - Ask Questions 
· Jesus consistently did this in His conversations!  Asking Questions is paramount in discussions.

· Matt. 16:15 – (Jesus wanted to know the buzz… but then asked this question)
· “Who do you say that I am?”  - Peter replied  (You are the Christ, Song of the Living God)
 
· Matt. 9:28 (Healing 2 blind men following Jesus crying out for mercy) 
· “Do you believe that I am able to do this?

· Luke 10:26 – Lawyer Test Jesus ask about inheriting eternal life.
· “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?”

· Matthew 12:26 -Jesus heals a blind & mute man & Pharisees making accusation that Jesus cast out demons by Beelzebub, ruler of demon.” 
·  “If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand?”

· Matt. 21:23 – Chief priest & elders confront Jesus and questions His authority…
· V.25 - The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” 
· Pharisees -  “If we say, ‘From heaven,’… ‘Why then did you not believe him?’, If we say from men, we fear the multitude.”  = “We do not know” 


Ask questions to: 
1. Seek the Truth 

2. Reveal Hearts: 
a. From Questions Discern people 
i. Argumentative 
ii. Truth Seeking – Nicodemus 
iii. Ignorant & uninformed 
iv. Testing 
v. Etc. 

3. Help To Understand 
a. How did you come to that conclusion?
b. “Help me understand how you see that.”
c. What do you mean by grace? 
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L - Listen Carefully 
When asking questions we need to be listening: 
· James 1:19 - let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;
· What are they really saying? 
· What is the need or the problem? 
· Where are they really coming from? 

· Most people listen with the intent to:
· Respond
· Correct
· Defend
· Persuade

Interpret what is being said, but to interpret we must listen!

Illustration of listening: 
· “I’m fine”
· I’m hurt but don’t want to talk about it.	I’m upset and waiting for you to notice.
· “It doesn’t matter.”
· It actually matters a lot.		
· I don’t want to risk conflict; my opinion won’t be valued.
· “Do whatever you want.”
· I disagree but don’t feel empowered to say so
Religious Listening:
· I’m just not into organized religion.”
· I’ve been hurt by church or religious leaders.
· I associate Christianity with hypocrisy.
· I want spirituality without authority or accountability
· “God knows my heart.”
· I don’t think obedience is necessary.
· I’m appealing sincerity over Scripture.
· “Isn’t the Church of Christ basically a cult?”
·  I’m uncomfortable with exclusivity - claims like “only we are right.”
· I worry about rigid doctrine.	     I value pluralism and tolerance.
Example: 
· “Avoid foolish arguments.” 
· Titus 3:9 - But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.
	
· Prov. 26:4-5 – Don’t answer a fool according to his folly. 

· 2Tim. 2:23 - Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.
· Proverbs 20:3; 29:9 - “Any fool can start an argument; the wise avoid it.”
Jesus and His silence 
· Matt. 26:62 – Accusation of Jesus destroy temple and rebuild in 3 days. High Priest – “Have you no answer to make?” 
· Jesus remained silent 
· Matt. 27:12 – Pilate – “Are you king of the Jews?” Jesus ‘It is as you say” 
· Accused by chief priests & elders. 
· V.12 “He answered nothing.”
· Pilate questions. – Jesus “answered him not a word.” 
· Luke 23:9 – Herod questions Jesus with many words, but answered him nothing. 

How to tell if the question is dishonest
· A question is probably a trap:
· If it forces a yes/no to a complex belief
· If it exaggerates your position
· If it assumes bad motives
· If it’s asked publicly to score points
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K - Keep it Biblical 
· Go to The Source (Scripture) 
· Matt. 11:3 - John the Bap disciples ask about The coming one. 
· Don’t answer a question directly.  

· Connects Scripture 
· Isa. 35:5-6 - Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.


· Speak in simple terms (KISS) use parables. 
· Matt. 13:10,13 - Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”… 13 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
· Keep it Simple 

· Connect back to God 
· Not I think, You Think… 	Rather  ---- What does God say?

· Acts 17:22-23 - So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.


· Use Scripture
· Matt. 4 – Jesus tempted but every time went back to Scripture.
· Man shall not live by bread alone,  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ (Dt. 8:3)
· You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ (Deut. 6;16) 
· You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve. (Ex. 20:3)

· Matt. 5:21 - You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you 

· Matt. 5:27 - “Its been said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you 

· Matt. 12:3 – (Jesus as Lord of the Sabbath) – “Have you not read about David?”

· Matt. 19:4 – (Marriage) - He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female,” (Gen. 1:27)
· Ex. of TALK 

· Mark 12:10 – “Have you not read about the cornerstone being rejected?” (Ps. 118:22) 
· Ex. of TALK 

Keep It Biblical! 
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Questions Pointed to COC: 
· You believe you’re the only one’s going to heaven don’t you? 
· Feel like it is a “Yes/No” answer.  It’s not. 
· If you answer Yes = legalism / Arrogance / Exclusivity
· Possible Answer = Why would you say that?
· Do you believe that EVERYONE is going to heaven? 
· God made it possible for all men to go to heaven, that why He sent His son following the teaching. 

· “If someone isn’t baptized your way, they’re lost—right?”
· Thought of works-based salvation 
· If you answer Yes = Legalism
· Possible Reply: What does the Bible teach? 
· Have you heard of the one baptism in Eph.  – What is that? What is your thought. 

· “Where’s the Church of Christ in the Bible—chapter and verse?” – 
· Question pretends to value biblical authority, but agenda to accuse church of being man-made or denominational
· Reply: Do you ask every church member this question? 
· Rom. 16:16 – 
· There are differing Biblical names for the Lords Church…. 
· Do they ask this of other groups with names like “Trinity” or “Bible Church”, etc.
· “If grace saves us, why do you add all these rules?”
· False dichotomy: grace or obedience.
· Hidden accusation: You don’t understand grace.
· Classic move: Assumes obedience = earning.
· If Grace is sufficient then will everyone be saved? 
· How do you define Grace. 
Conclusion: Know the Exits 
· Know when to diffuse conversation. (It is getting to heated & no progress) 
· Know when to leave peaceably  & Set up a time for study (Rom. 12:18) 
· Know when to shake dust of your feet (Matt. 10:14)
Big picture pattern in Jesus’ conversations
· Curious with seeker (Nicodemus) 
· Gentle with the broken (Woman at the well) 
· Firm with the proud (Rich Young Ruler ; Pharisees)
· Silent with the manipulative (Pilate & Herod) 
· Always rooted in love and truth together 
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