
 

 

Qualifications for High Priest 

Hebrews 5 
Memory work:  

 

YOUNGER CHILDREN: “For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 

two-edged sword…” Hebrews 4:12a 

 

OLDER CHILDREN: “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.”  

Hebrews 4:14 

 

Seat work as the children come into class: 

*Our Great High Priest word search  

(Bigger font for younger children. Smaller font for older grades) 

 

Song: 

Read Your Bible and Pray Every Day and Grow, Grow, Grow 

 

https://missionbibleclass.org/songs/english-songs/bible-songs/read-your-bible-pray-every-day-

song/ 

 

Read your Bible. 

Pray every day (repeat 3 times). 

Read your Bible. 

Pray every day. 

And you’ll grow, grow, grow (repeat 3 times). 

Read your Bible. 

Pray every day. 

And you’ll grow, grow, grow. 

Don’t read your Bible. 

Forget to pray (repeat 3 times). 

Don’t read your Bible. 

Forget to pray. 

And you’ll shrink, shrink, shrink (repeat 3 times). 

Don’t read your Bible. 

Forget to pray. 

And you’ll shrink, shrink, shrink. 

Repeat 1st verse. 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

The author of Hebrews s is unknown, but the audience is known. Hebrews is written to Jewish 

Christians who were facing persecution and the temptation to abandon Christianity and revert 



 

 

(go back to) to Judaism. The writer uses the Old Testament writings as reminders that Jesus 

Christ is the High Priest, Messiah and Chosen One.  

 

 

Memory Work game: 

Review memory verses given above. Write each word on a note card and pass them out to the 

students. Then recite the verse and ask each student to tape each word to the 

chalkboard/whiteboard when it is their turn.  

Or 

Tape each memory verse word all around the room. Read the verse aloud and ask each student to 

look and find the corresponding notecard. He/She can then tape that card in the write order on 

the board.  

Or 

Write tape the notecards on the board and read the memory verse as a class. Then take down a 

notecard at random and have the class recite the verse and fill-in the blank by memory  

 

 

Lesson: 

 

Review with the class the purpose of the book of Hebrews. Then read chapter 4 as a refresher. 

Focus on the memory verses just learned. Ask the class who is our High Priest?  

 

Read chapter 5 as a class. Older children can take turns reading or teacher can read the chapter 

aloud. Reread verses 1:4. Ask children about Aaron. Who was he? What was is job?  

 

 - Extra Read for the Teacher (https://www.compellingtruth.org/high-priest.html)  

 

Meaning Of Order Of Melchizedek– 

According to the Law of Moses, the main work for Aaron and his descendants was sacrificing 

animals for the forgiveness. When people bring the offerings, they sacrificed the animal and shed 

its blood according to the regulations. Let us take one example from the Book of Leviticus. 

 

Leviticus 16:15 He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its 

blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s blood: He shall sprinkle it on the 

atonement cover and in front of it. 16 In this way he will make atonement for the Most Holy 

Place because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have been. 

He is to do the same for the tent of meeting, which is among them in the midst of their 

uncleanness. 

 

The Main work of the priests was killing and shedding the blood of sacrificial animals. And in 

this way, they could cleanse people of their sins and uncleanness. Shedding the blood of animals 

was the essential part of their work to bring the reconciliation between God and the one who 

committed sins. According to these regulations, Aaron and his descendants worked as priests to 

bring forgiveness. At God’s appointed time and in the appointed manners, they sacrificed 

animals regularly on every Sabbath and the days of God’s festivals. 

 

https://www.compellingtruth.org/high-priest.html


 

 

The writer of Hebrews is using Jewish passages to point to Jesus. He is reminding the Jewish 

Christians what the responsibilities of a high priest are. These rituals and appointments were part 

of their culture and respected.  

 

Hebrews 5:5-11 declares Christ as the High Priest now. God appointed Jesus and link him to the 

order of Melchizedek.Read those 6 verses as a class. In verse 11, the Hebrews writer convicts the 

audience of becoming dull of hearing. Discuss with the class what that term means? 

 

 

Bring it Home Game: Play the TELEPHONE game with the class. Quietly whisper a 

nonsensical phrase to one student. Then ask that student to whisper it the student next to them. 

And so on and so on, until it reaches the last student. Was the phrase relayed correctly? Is 

hearing important? Was is hard to get the message through dull hearing?  

Or  

Have you ever been accused by parent of not listening? Maybe that parent asked you to do 

something, but you were distracted and didn’t HEAR them? Give instances of times this 

happened. Were there consequences? 

In the same way, the Jewish Christians were not listening or were letting themselves get 

distracted.  

Read verses 12-14 again as a class. Focus on verse 14. What is the writer accusing them of? Why 

is he calling them babies? Discuss as a class. Would the class still want to be drinking nothing 

but milk like babes? Or do they enjoy other foods? Discuss the analogy of as you grow, you 

crave and want other foods. So as it should be as Christians grow. These Jewish Christians were 

not seeking the truth and therefore not growing. They were letting the world around them doubt 

their faith and keeping them ‘babies.’ 

 

 

Personal Takeaway: The Old Testament is crucial to know and study. The OT books prove that 

sin separates us from God and a sacrifice must be provided to have a relationship with Him. The 

high priests teach us the importance of blood sacrifice and how people can never fully pay for 

their sins. The OT leads us to our ultimate High Priest; Jesus Christ. His sacrifice eliminated the 

need for temporary and continued animal sacrifices. As our only High Priest, His innocent blood 

is forever sufficient to cover out sins.  

 

 

Review: 

Read verses 1-11 again. Make a fill in chart out of butcher paper. Divided into 2 sections: List 

the qualifications under each.  

 

 Old Testament high priests   New Testament High Priest 

 appointed by men              appointed by God 

 offered animal sacrifices              offered His own innocent blood 

 were human and weak (sinned)             was tempted, but never sinned,  

offered up prayers and gifts for Jewish people           offered up prayers for everyone 

 descendants of Melchizedek   Descendant of Melchizedek 

 earthly priest      eternal Priest 



 

 

 

Or 

For the younger children, visualize the differences. Cut out or print out pictures of cows, sheep 

and oxen. Tape them to the board. Then cut out a picture of Jesus. Have the children talk about 

sacrifices. (Giving up something you love to make things right) Then have them point out the 

differences in the 2 types of blood sacrifices. Discuss the difference of the animals blood versus 

the blood of Jesus. When they become adults, would they want to have to kill an animal every 

time they sinned? Do they need to sacrifice animals now? NO! Jesus gave His innocent blood for 

all people who decide to become Christians. Jesus is the eternal High Priest for us.  

 

Follow Up Work: 

Our Great High Priest crossword puzzle 

Our Great High Priest True or False/Fill in the Blanks 

Our Great High Priest coloring sheet 

THEN and NOW coloring page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Extra Notes for Teacher on the High Priest:  

 

Question: "What was the biblical role of the high priest?" 
 

Answer: The high priest was the supreme religious leader of the Israelites. The office 
of the high priest was hereditary and was traced from Aaron, the brother of Moses, of 
the Levite tribe (Exodus 28:1; Numbers 18:7). The high priest had to be “whole” 
physically (without any physical defects) and holy in his conduct (Leviticus 21:6-8). 

 

Because the high priest held the leadership position, one of his roles was overseeing 
the responsibilities of all the subordinate priests (2 Chronicles 19:11). Though the high 
priest could participate in ordinary priestly ministries, only certain functions were 
given to him. Only the high priest could wear the Urim and the Thummin (engraved 
dice-like stones used to determine truth or falsity). For this reason, the Hebrew 
people would go to the high priest in order to know the will of God (Numbers 27:21). 
An example of this is when Joshua was commissioned by Eleazar, the high priest, to 
assume some of Moses’ responsibilities (Numbers 27:21). In the New Testament, we 
find a reference to the high priest having the gift of prophecy (John 11:49-52). 

 

The high priest had to offer a sin offering not only for the sins of the whole 
congregation, but also for himself (Leviticus 4:3-21). When a high priest died, all 
those confined to the cities of refuge for accidently causing the death of another 
person were granted freedom (Numbers 35:28). 
 

The most important duty of the high priest was to conduct the service on the Day of 
Atonement, the tenth day of the seventh month of every year. Only he was allowed to 
enter the Most Holy Place behind the veil to stand before God. Having made a 
sacrifice for himself and for the people, he then brought the blood into the Holy of 
Holies and sprinkled it on the mercy seat, God’s “throne” (Leviticus 16:14-15). He did 
this to make atonement for himself and the people for all their sins committed during 
the year just ended (Exodus 30:10). It is this particular service that is compared to 
the ministry of Jesus as our High Priest (Hebrews 9:1-28). 
 

In understanding the role of the high priest, we can better comprehend the 
significance of Christ offering Himself for our sins once for all (Hebrews 9:26; 10:10, 
12). Through Christ’s sacrifice for us, we are sanctified and set apart for Him. By 
entering God’s presence on our behalf, Christ has secured for us an “eternal 
redemption” (Hebrews 9:12). As Paul has written, “For there is one God, and there is 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 

 

 

Order of Melchizedek:  
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We know that when the High Priest entered the Presence behind the veil, he was coming before 

the presence of God, because that is where God chose to put His name! The High Priest was the 

mediator between God and man, He was the one who made atonement for the people, etc.   

We are going to come back to this thought of Priesthood in v.11.  

 Notice the last three words of ch. 6 = “Order of Melchizedek.” (Phrase used 7 times in 

Bible) 

o Ps. 110:4 - “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”  

o Hebrews 5:6 - Quoting Ps. 110:4 

o Hebrews 5:10  

o Heb. 6:20 

o Heb. 7:11 

o Heb. 7:17 

o Heb. 7:21  

What is it about this Melchizedek? Outside of Hebrews (and the Ps.110)  - Only mentioned 1 

time…  

Lot, Abraham’s nephew, has settled in the plain of Jordan, near Sodom (Gen. 13:12)  

Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of 

nations went to war against the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, & Bela(Zoar).  

Gen. 14:12 - “They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, 

and departed.” 

One had escaped & came and told Abram that Lot had been taken captive. Abram armed 318 

trained servants of his own house and divided his forces against the armies and brought back Lot, 

his goods, and the people with him.   

1st Mention of Melchizedek - Gen. 14:18- Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread 

and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be 

Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most 

High,Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he (Abraham) gave him 

(Melchizedek) a tithe of all.  

 

What is known about Melchizedek: 

1. Gen. 14:18 - Melchizedek = “King of Righteousness” (melek = king; zedek = righteous) 

2. Gen. 14:18 - He is the King of Salem (Salem = Heb. word = “Peace”)  

a. Salem is also referred to as Jerusalem/Zion (Ps. 76:2)  

3. Gen. 14:18 - He was priest of God Most High (El Elyon)  

 . We know this to be Jehovah b/c of the “Most High.” 

4. Gen. 4:20 - Melchizedek was greater than Abraham.  We see this by Melchizedek 

bestowing a blessing, and Abram giving a tithe of all.  



 

 

 

5. Ps. 110:4 - Priest forever according the order of Melchilzedek. 

a. Forever = (perpetually) throughout the period to which the term is applied. The Romans 

applied “Dictator Perpetuus” as an honorable.  They realized that Ceasar would not/could not 

live forever, but meant until his rule/ reign was over.  

i.  

b. Order of Melchizedek - The word “order” signifies an “arrangement.” In this 

connection, it means “of similar arrangement,” i.e., the nature of, or “just like Melchizedek” 

 

6. Heb. 7:3 - Without father, mother, without genealogy 

a. Neither beginning  of days nor end of life 

b. Like the Son of God 

c. Priest Continually 

Without father or mother = there was no record of his parents. Jews referred to those who parents 

were unknown or who were not found in genealogies as being without father or mother.  A Rabbi 

would say that a converted Gentile had no father.   

Melchizedek is the first priest mentioned in the OT but there is no record of his parents.  There 

was no recorded ancestor in the priesthood, he would serve as a type of the priesthood of Christ.  

It was not that Melchizedek was “without father, without mother” literally, or that he had no 

genealogical background. 

No, the truth being conveyed was this. Whereas the Aaronic priesthood resulted from being a 

part of a family line (i.e., the descendants of Aaron, Moses’ brother) the priesthood of 

Melchizedek was bestowed directly by God. 

And it was precisely in this manner that the Lord Jesus was appointed as our High Priest. He did 

not inherit it by means of a physical lineage (cf. Hebrews 7:14) 

 

7. Heb. 7:11- Not called according to the order of Aaron 

8. Heb. 7:17 - A Priest forever  

9. Heb. 7:20 - A priest forever according to the Order of Melchizedek.  

Imperfection of the Levitical Priesthood - Heb. 7:11 

 Levitical Priesthood is going to be set up in Exodus 28:41 - Aaron & His sons are to be 

priests.  (this also included the family of LEVI.  

 Abraham; Isaac, Jacob (12 Tribes) - Levi  

 Levi has Gershon, Kohath, Merari 

 Gershonites duties: moving tabernacle covers, curtains, screens, & cords 

with ox carts (Num. 4:24-26) 

 Kohathites duties: cary the Ark of Covenant, the lamstand, altars, utensils 

with poles (1 Chron. 15:1-15; Num. 7:7-9) 



 

 

 Merarites duties: Move tabernacle poles, boards, sockets, pillars and bars 

by hand (Num. 3:36-37; 4:29-33)  

 HIGH PRIEST- Come from Levi but from family of Aaron.  

 

V. 12 - For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. 

 Christ is the new High Priest & installs a new priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9) 

 Law was changed (No longer follow OT but new law)  

 Ex. AW WedPM lesson - The Greatest Sermon ever Preached. (“you have heard 

it said… but I say to you”)  

V.13-14 - For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man 

has officiated at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe 

Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.  

 Side note:  The law of exclusion (Law of silence)  - God said Levites = no other tribe.  

V. 15-19 - The Levitical Priesthood was not perfect, but was to get us to the point of Christ!  

  


