
 

February 1, 2023, Wednesday Night   

 

Teacher Helps: (Familiarize the teacher with Ezra.  You may recap this with the kids in class)  

• Teacher Reference for Cyrus the Great - https://apologeticspress.org/cyrus-the-great-king-of-persia-288/  

• Israel’s History – (Helpful Link)  http://timeline.biblehistory.com/period/divided-kingdom 

• Bible Project Overview: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+proj

ect+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-

8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8  

Overview: Ezra-Nehemiah is a continuation from 2 Chronicles which takes place after Babylon destroys 

Jerusalem and the temple and take the Israelites into captivity. Ezra picks up about 50 years later when some of 

the Israelites are going to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and their lives there. The book focuses on three 

main characters that are going to help in leading the people in returning and rebuilding. They include 

Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-6 – Rebuild the Temple); Ezra (Ezra 7-10 – Rebuild the Torah & Community); and 

Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1-7 – Rebuilding of Jerusalem’s Walls). The book focuses on the efforts of each leader.  

 

 

This class is geared to review the first four chapters of Ezra.  

Bible Class Outline (Memory work should be done at the beginning of each class to ensure kids are learning 

the books of the Bible.)  

 

(3-5 minutes – Memory work) 

• How many books in the Bible? (66) OT – (39)  NT- (27)  

• Breakdown of OT Books:

o Books of Law – 5; History – 12; Poetry – 5; Major Prophets – 5; Minor Prophets – 12  

 

**DO: Books of the Bible Worksheet  

 

 

Goal: The goal today is to see how much we have learned from Ezra 1-4.  

 

 

 

https://apologeticspress.org/cyrus-the-great-king-of-persia-288/
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(10-15 min) - People & Things to Know: 

 

*These will be the names/words used for BINGO, so please go over them here so the kids will be familiar with 

them and then play with the bingo sheets.  (You can do this as many time as you wish with the kids)  

• Ahasuerus – (Ezra 4:6) – King of Persia and husband to Esther the Jew (Esther 1:1). 

• Babylon -was the capital city of the ancient Babylonian Empire. 

• Captivity - the condition of being trapped or confined. Animals that are kept in zoos are in this. 

• Cyrus – (1:1) Cyrus the Great was the king of Persia from 559-530 BC.  

• Exile - a situation in which you are forced to leave your country or home and go to live in a foreign 

country. 

• Ezra – a scribe and priest who led the returned captives in Jerusalem to make a commitment to God’s 

law.  

• Jeshua (3:2) – A priest who returned to Jerusalem from the captivity and built the altar to God. 

• Jeremiah – (1:1) also called the "weeping prophet". 

• Zerubbabel (2:2) – head of the tribe of Judah at the time of the return from Babylonian captivity; prime 

builder of the second temple. Zerubbabel means “offspring of Babylon.”  

 

 

** Ezra Review 1-4 – Bingo (Found in the activity book) 

 

 

5 Min. - Rise & Build (Have each child turn to the bible passages, and reading together.)  

Read:  

• Ezra 1:2  

• Ezra 1:5  

• Ezra 3:2  

• Ezra 4:2  

• Ezra 5:2  

 

o What are the people doing or going to do? (Rise & Build! Build the altar, the foundation, the 

temple, the wall, etc)  

 

(3 Min) Activity: Build a Temple Puzzle  

• Use the picture of the temple that has lines on it so that you can cut out a puzzle.   

• Cut the puzzle prior to class.  

• At this time put out the pieces and the class work together in groups to see who will accomplish this task 

the quickest.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonia


Recap the Story of Ezra:  

Read: The book of Ezra is set after the Babylonians destroy Jerusalem and its temple and take the people into 

exile.  The book takes place about 50 years later and tells of the return of some Israelites and what 

happened when they rebuilt the city and their lives there. Specifically, the book focuses on three key 

leaders who led the rebuilding efforts. You had Zerubbabel, Ezra, & Nehemiah. Zerubbabel leads a first 

wave of people back to rebuild the temple. About 60 years later, Ezra arrives in Jerusalem to teach the 

Torah and rebuild the community. Then Nehemiah leads the rebuild of Jerusalem’s walls. These three 

stories are designed to be parallel. Each begins with the king of Persia sending the leader to Jerusalem 

offering resources and support.  Then each leader encounters opposition in their efforts which they then 

overcome but in a way that leads to a strange anti-climax in each of the three parts. The story begins 

with a decree from Cyrus, the king of Persia, and he’s moved by God to allow the exiles to return to 

Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. The author says this fulfills a promise made by the prophet Jeremiah 

in Jeremiah 25:11, that the exiles would one day return to Jerusalem. This should trigger our hopes in 

the many prophetic promises that exile was not the end of the story. We have hope for a future 

Messianic king from the line of David. We have hope for a rebuilt temple where God’s presence will 

dwell with His people. Hope for God’s kingdom to come over all the nations and bring His blessings 

just like He promised Abraham. It’s with all these hopes in mind that we read on into the story of 

Zerubbabel. His name means planted in Babylon. He represents the nation born in Babylonian captivity 

and he leads a wave of Israelites returning to Jerusalem. After they settle there, they rebuild the altar for 

offing sacrifices and later the temple itself. The foundation laying ceremony and then the temple’s final 

dedication – there are key moments. The past stories of the tabernacle and temple’s dedication should be 

in our minds. This is when the fiery clouds of God’s presence is supposed to descend. God is supposed 

to be dwelling with his people but doesn’t happen. Some people are happy about the new temple, the 

elders who had seen the previous Temple of Solomon cry out in grief.  It is nothing like their glorious 

past or their hope for the future. And it is right here that we get the first story of opposition and its very 

odd. So, the grandchildren of the Israelites, who were not taken into exile, they had been living in 

Jerusalem all along, they come to offer help with the temple rebuilding and Zerubbabel refuses. He says 

you have not part in our temple and this of course generates conflict which Zerubbabel overcomes but 

its very strange because the prophets had envisioned that the tribe of Israel would all come together 

along with all of the nations to participate in the worship of the God of Israel when the kingdom final 

comes.  So, this is an anti-climactic moment to say the least. And this brings us to the close of chapter 4 

& 5.  

  

(10 Min) Trashketball: (Game) 

How to Play:  

• Divide the class into 2 teams. 

• Take the trash can (your goal) and put it against the wall where the student can shoot a goal.  

• Take a piece of paper and crumble it into a ball. This will serve as your ball to shoot.  

• Place a marker approximately 10 feet from the trashcan.  

• You will go around the room asking a series of questions, alternating teams.  

• If they team you are asking gets the answer correct that student gets to try and score a point for their 

team by making the paper ball into the trashcan.  If they miss they do not receive a point.  

• Record points and most points at the end wins.  

 



Question & Answer:  

1. Who was the king of Persia who allowed the Jews to go back to Jerusalem and build?  (Cyrus, Ezra 1:1)  

2. Which prophet prophesied about the Jews returning to Jerusalem? (Jeremiah, Ezra 1:1)  

3. Who was the main leader in the first groups return to Jerusaelm? (Zerubbabel, Ezra 2:2)  

4. With what did the priest consult with for answer? (Urim & Thummim, Ezra 2:63)  

5. This man was the son of Jozadak and helped Zerubbabel in bringing back the Jews and building an altar 

to the Lord? (Jeshua, Ezra 3:2) 

6. What was the first thing the Jews build when they got back to Jerusalem? (Altar, Ezra 2:2)  

7. True or False, upon returning to Jerusalem, the Jews offered Burnt offerings  and kept the Feast of 

Tabernacles? (True, Ezra 3:4)  

8. Levites had to be at least ______ years old and above to oversee the work of the house of the Lord. (20, 

Ezra 3:8)  

9. True of False, During temple worship, the priest stood with trumpets, and Levites with cymbals and 

sang responsively praising God? (True, Ezra 3:11)  

10. True or False.  All of the Jews praised God and shouted aloud for joy? (False, some wept, Ezra 3:12)  

11. Who were the adversaries to the Jews?  (The Samaritans, Ezra 4:1) 

12. Who did the adversaries ask to help build the temple? (Zerubbabel, Ezra 4:2) 

13. What three things did the adversaries do to the Jews? (Tried to discourage them; Troubled them; & 

Hired counselors against them, Ezra 4:5) 

14. Who was king when the adversaries troubled the people in building? – (Cyrus King of Persia, Ezra 4:5) 

15. Rehum wrote a letter to whom?  - Artaxerxes (4:11)  

16. If the king allowed the rebuilding of the wall & city what would be the result (4:16)? 

a. No dominion over the nations.  (They would not allow him to rule over them)  

17. Why did the rebuilding stop in Jerusalem? (Rehum and his companions stopped it by force, Ezra 4:23)  

18. How many years did the work stop before rebuilding continued? (15-16 years, Ezra 4:24)  

  

 

 

 

End with a prayer over the things that you have discussed.  

- Pray for faithfulness.  

- Pray that we will have a mind to work.  

- Pray that we will overcome our adversaries.  

- Pray that God will bless us as we serve Him.  


