
 

Bible Class Outline (Memory work should be done at the beginning of each class to ensure kids are learning 

the books of the Bible.)  

(First 5 minutes – Memory work) 

• How many books in the Bible? (66) OT – (39)  NT- (27)  

• Say the books of the NT together.   

 

o How many gospels are there? (4)  

o Name the gospels. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)  

o Where can you find the infancy of the church? (Acts)  

o Do you know the books referred to as the “Prison Epistles?” (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 

& Philemon)  

o Who was Revelation written to? (7 churches in Asia)  

o Did you know that all of the books written after Acts were written to Christians?  

o Who wrote the most books in the NT? (Paul)  

Goal: The goal in this class is to see the people of God resume the building of the Temple.     

People & Things to Know: 

• Darius – Darius 1 ruled from 521-486 B.C.  He is also known as Darius the Great, Darius Hystaspis, or 

Darius, son of Hystaspis. Darius continued Cyrus the Great’s policy of restoring the Jewish people to 

their homeland.   

 

• Haggai – Old Testament prophet and author of the book of Haggai. After starting to rebuild the temple, 

it was abandoned.  It was in 520B.C. that Haggai & Zechariah urged the people to resume the task and 

the temple was completed 5 years later in 515 B.C. 

 

• Tattenai – The Persian governor of Samaria during the reign of Darius the Great.  Tattenai sends a letter 

to Darius (Ezra 5:7-17).  
o Enemies of the Jews opposed the rebuilding of the temple and used it as a pretext to accuse the Jews of rebelling against Persia. 

(Ezra 4:4-16) During the reign of Darius I (522-486 B.C.E.), a Persian official named Tattenai led an inquiry into the matter. The 

Bible calls him “the governor of the region Beyond the River.”—Ezra 5:3-7. A number of cuneiform tablets bearing the name 

Tattenai have survived as part of what may have been a family archive. The tablet that links one member of this family to the 

Bible character is a promissory note dated to the 20th year of Darius I, 502 B.C.E. It identifies a witness to the transaction as a 

servant of “Tattannu, governor of Across-the-River”—the same Tattenai who appears in the Bible book of Ezra. 

 

• Zechariah – A prophet in the days of Ezra and author of the book Zechariah. He was a leader in the 

restoration of the nation of Israel following captivity. 

 

• Zerubbabel – head of the tribe of Judah at the time of the return from Babylonian captivity; prime 

builder of the second temple. Zerubbabel means “offspring of Babylon. He was the son of Shealtiel 

(Ezra 3:2; Hag. 1:1; Matt. 1:12) and grandson of Jehoiachin, the captive king of Judah (1 Chron. 3:17). 

https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/ezra/4/#v15004004-v15004016
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/ezra/5/#v15005003-v15005007


Teacher Helps: (Familiarize the teacher with Ezra.  You may recap this with the kids in class)  

• Teacher Reference for Cyrus the Great - https://apologeticspress.org/cyrus-the-great-king-of-persia-288/  

• Israel’s History – (Helpful Link)  http://timeline.biblehistory.com/period/divided-kingdom 

• Bible Project Overview: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+proj

ect+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-

8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8  

Overview: Ezra-Nehemiah is a continuation from 2 Chronicles which takes place after Babylon destroys 

Jerusalem and the temple and take the Israelites into captivity. Ezra picks up about 50 years later when some of 

the Israelites are going to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and their lives there. The book focuses on three 

main characters that are going to help in leading the people in returning and rebuilding. They include 

Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-6 – Rebuild the Temple); Ezra (Ezra 7-10 – Rebuild the Torah & Community); and 

Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1-7 – Rebuilding of Jerusalem’s Walls). The book focuses on the efforts of each leader.  

 

Today’s Focus: Ezra 5 & 6 - The Building of the Temple is Restored and Completed 

Text:  Ezra 5 & 6  

Memory Verse:  

• Ezra 6:15-16 – “Now the temple was finished …16 Then the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites 

and the rest of the descendants of the captivity, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. 

Options to help with memorization:  

- Charades:  

o Let only one of the kids see the verse or tell it to them and then act it out and see if the class can 

guess what the verse says.  

- Write memory verse on the board.  Have someone say the verse and each time erase 1-2 words and 

continue to say the verse until there are no words left on the board.  

- Have students fill in the blanks to the memory verse.  

o  Ezra 6:15-16 – “Now the _____________ was finished …16 Then the children of _____________, the 

priests and the _____________ and the rest of the descendants of the _____________, celebrated the 

_____________ of this _____________ of God with _____________. 

Introduction: Ezra 5  

• The rebuilding of the temple as stopped by force and remained stopped for 15-16 years.  It was at the 

encouragement of Haggai and Zechariah that the Jews continued building the temple around                                                                                                                      

Lesson: Ezra 5 

 

• Read Ezra 5:1-2 – Rebuilding the temple resumed by Zerubbabel & Jeshua and the prophets of God. 

They rose up and began to build!  

o Rise & Build is a Theme in Ezra & Nehemiah.  

 

• Ezra 5:3-6 – Letter from Tattenai to King Darius  

https://apologeticspress.org/cyrus-the-great-king-of-persia-288/
http://timeline.biblehistory.com/period/divided-kingdom
https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+project+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8
https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+project+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8
https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+project+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8


o (V.3) Tattenai requesting “who commanded you (Israel) to rebuild this temple and finish these 

walls?” 

o (V.5) – God’s “eye” was upon the Jews. 

▪ In other words, God’s watchful care was with the Jews and they were able to continue 

their work.  

• Ezra 5:7-16 

o The Letter from Tattenai to King Dairus.  

• Ezra 5:17 – The request to king Darius is to search the treasure house and make sure there was a decree 

issued by king Cyrus to build back Jerusalem. 

 

Ezra 6 

 

• Ezra 6:1-6 – The treasure room is searched and the decree from Cyrus is found and Daruis commands 

that Tattenai and those who want to stop the work “keep yourselves far from there (Jerusalem).” (6:6) 

 

• Ezra 6:8-12 (Read)– Darius makes a decree in v.7 – “Let the work of this house of God alone; let the 

governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of God on its site.” 

 

o Then Daruis goes on to tell the people that the king will pay for rebuilding the temple with taxes 

imposed on the people (such as Tattenai and the region beyond the Jordan) 

▪ Notice: Darius wants to help the Jews rebuild so that they can “pray for the life of the 

king and his sons.” (v.10) 

 

Key Point of the Lesson:  

• 6:14 – “… and they built and finished the temple.”  

 

o WOW!!! The journey it had been to get to this point.   

▪ The temple had been destroyed nearly 70 years before.  

▪ Israel had been in Babylonian Captivity 

▪ King Cyrus lets Israel return and commands them to rebuild Jerusalem (as prophesied in 

Jeremiah 25)  

▪ They get pushback and building is stopped for about 15 years and then building resumes 

and they finally see the finished product!  

 

 

 

▪ Timeline  

▪ 538 BC King Cyrus orders the building of the temple @ Jerusalem. 

▪ 537 BC – Rebuilding of the altar & Resistance to building & Building of 

temple halted for about 15 years.  

▪ 522 BC – Darius reigns as king 

▪ 520 BC - Building resumed. (Ezra 4:24-6:16) 

▪ 516 BC Temple Completed (6th year of King Darius, Ezra 6:15)  

 

o Ezra 6:16 - Then the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites and the rest of the 

descendants of the captivity, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. 

 

Ezra 6:17-18 – Offerings and assignments according to the Book of Moses.  



Question & Answer:  

1. Name 2 prophets that challenged Israel to continue and finish building the temple. 

a.  Haggai & Zechariah, Ezra 5:1 

 

2. Who were the two leaders in rebuilding the house of God?  

a. Zerubbabel & Jeshua, Era 5:2 

 

3. Who was the governor of the regions beyond the Jordan?  

a. Tattenai, Ezra 5:3 

 

4. Why could the people beyond the river make Israel cease building? 

a. The eye of God was upon Israel, Ezra 5:5 

 

5. Where did Darius search for the decree to build the temple in Jerusalem? 

a. Archives or “house of scrolls”, Ezra 6:1 

 

6. Darius made a decree that the temple was to be paid for by what?  

a. Taxes, Ezra 6:8 

 

7. What year was the temple finished?  

a. 516 BC, 6th year of king Darius, Ezra 6:15 

 

8. The Israelites celebrated the dedication of the house of God with __________. 

a. Joy, Ezra 6:16 

 

9. How many male goats were offered as a sin offering for the 12 tribes of Israel?  

a. 12, Ezra 6:17 

 

10. Israel assigned priest and Levites over the service of God according to what book?  

a. Book of Moses, Ezra 6:18  

 

 

 

Application:   

1. We need more Haggai’s & Zechariah’s. (Ezra 5:1) 

a. We need encouragers who will encourage/challenge people to serve God and keep His 

commandments. (Ezra 5:1) 

 

b. The people had been stalled (not building the temple) for years and Haggai and Zechariah 

encouraged them to finish the temple.  

i. We are encouraged in the NT to: 

1. Paul encourages us to “Press toward the goal” (Phil. 3:14)  

2. Be a Barnabas “son of Encouragement” (Acts 4:36)  

3. Exhort/ Encourage on another “today” (Hebrews 3:13)  

4. Comfort each other (1 Thess. 5:11)  



 

c. Name 3 ways that you can encourage/challenge people to serve God and keep His 

commandments.  

i. – 

ii. – 

iii. – 

 

2. If God is with you, who can stop you? (Ezra 5:5)  

a. Very similar to the familiar verse from Paul in Rom. 8:31, “What then shall we say to these 

things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

 

b. In Ezra notice that the eye of God was upon Israel.  

i. God’s watchful care was with the Jews and they were able to continue their work. 

 

c. Keep working and serving God, and if it is in accordance with His will, then He will see it 

though.  

 

d. Don’ Stop! Keep Working!  

i. Name some Kingdom works that we should not stop even if we have resistance or 

opposition.  

1. – 

2. – 

3. – 

 

3. There should be Joy in the presence of God! (Ezra 6:16)  

a. After years of building, waiting, opposition, Israel had completed building the temple!  They are 

going to dedicate the house of the Lord.   

 

b. Refer back to Ps. 137 where we see Israel in Babylonian captivity and they are weeping. Why? 

c. They are not at the temple where they can worship the Lord. They remembered Zion but are not 

at Zion.  They had to hang up their harps.  If not at Jerusalem they could not conduct temple 

worship. They are not in the presence of God.  

i. This is equated with sadness & weeping.  

 

d. Notice in Ezra 6:16 the reaction when they can be in the presence of the Lord, when they can 

worship as God commanded them to. There is JOY!  

i. Joy is a feeling of great pleasure or happiness!  

 

e. Name 5 things that bring you JOY when worship God!  

i. – 

ii. – 

iii. – 

iv. – 

v. – 

End with a prayer over what you have studied today!  

Pray you can be an encourager. Pray that you will continue to serve God no matter what and that you can find 

joy doing it.  


