
 

Resistance to Building the Temple (Ezra 4)  

Bible Class Outline (Memory work should be done at the beginning of each class to ensure kids are learning 

the books of the Bible.)  

(First 5 minutes – Memory work) 

• How many books in the Bible? (66) OT – (39)  NT- (27)  

• Breakdown of OT Books: 

Books of Law – 5; History – 12; Poetry – 5; Major Prophets – 5; Minor Prophets – 12 

• Note the difference between Major Prophets and Minor Prophets.  The difference is their length.  They 

are not less inspired or more inspired, but the length of the books determined if they were considered by 

our division Major or Minor prophets. Can you name the Major Prophets?  

o Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations (written by Jeremiah), Ezekiel, Daniel.  

Goal: The goal today is to see the people will try and discourage us in following God, but we must persevere 

(continue) and God will bless us.    

People & Things to Know: 

• Ahasuerus – (Ezra 4:6) – King of Persia and husband to Esther the Jew (Esther 1:1).  Scholars generally 

agree that Ahasuerus is the same person as Xerxes 1 (485-464 B.C.) 

o See on the timeline that Esther is made queen in 480, which puts Esther in between Cyrus (539) 

Darius 1 (523) and Darius II (423)  

• Rehum (Ezra 4:8) – A Persian official in Samaria during the reign of Artaxerxes I. Rehum opposed the 

rebuilding of the walls and the temple of Jerusalem. (Ezra 4:8,9, 17, 23).  

 

Teacher Helps: (Familiarize the teacher with Ezra.  You may recap this with the kids in class)  

• Teacher Reference for Cyrus the Great - https://apologeticspress.org/cyrus-the-great-king-of-persia-288/  

• Israel’s History – (Helpful Link)  http://timeline.biblehistory.com/period/divided-kingdom 

• Bible Project Overview: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+proj

ect+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-

8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8  

https://apologeticspress.org/cyrus-the-great-king-of-persia-288/
http://timeline.biblehistory.com/period/divided-kingdom
https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+project+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8
https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+project+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8
https://www.google.com/search?q=bible+project+ezra&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS937US937&oq=bible+project+ezra&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0i512l2j0i390l2j69i64.7860j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1cccc910,vid:MkETkRv9tG8


Overview: Ezra-Nehemiah is a continuation from 2 Chronicles which takes place after Babylon destroys 

Jerusalem and the temple and take the Israelites into captivity. Ezra picks up about 50 years later when some of 

the Israelites are going to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and their lives there. The book focuses on three 

main characters that are going to help in leading the people in returning and rebuilding. They include 

Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-6 – Rebuild the Temple); Ezra (Ezra 7-10 – Rebuild the Torah & Community); and 

Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1-7 – Rebuilding of Jerusalem’s Walls). The book focuses on the efforts of each leader.  

 

Today’s Focus: Ezra 4:1-24 Resistance to Rebuilding the Temple  

 

Text:  Ezra 4 

 

Memory Verse:  

• (Older Kids) Ezra 4:4-5 – “Then the people of the land tried to discourage the people of Judah. They 

troubled them in building, 5 and hired counselors against them to frustrate their purpose all the days of 

Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.” 

 

o Options to help with memorization:  

▪ Charades:  

▪ Let only one of the kids see the verse or tell it to them and then act it out and see if the 

class can guess what the verse says.  

 

▪ Write memory verse on the board.  Have someone say the verse and each time erase 1-2 

words and continue to say the verse until there are no words left on the board.  

 

 

▪ Have students fill in the blanks to the memory verse.  

▪  Ezra 4:4-5 – “Then the people of the _______ tried to ______________ the 

people of __________. They ____________ them in ____________, 5 and hired 

___________ against them to frustrate their _____________ all the days of 

__________ king of Persia, even until the reign of ____________ king of Persia.” 

 

 

Introduction: Ezra 4  

• In chapter 3 some of Israel has returned to Jerusalem and restored worship to their God (Ezra 3:1-7).  

They have begun to rebuild the temple and have laid the foundation (Ezra 3:10).  Once the temple has 

been started, the adversaries come and discourage the people from rebuilding (Ezra 4:1)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson: Ezra 4 

• Read Ezra 4:1-5 – (The Resistance)  

o Who were the adversaries? The adversaries of the Jews are often identified as the Smaraitans 

since Samaria is mentioned in 4:10,17  

▪ Samaritans  were descendants of the people who had been transported from other lands to 

the area occupied by the northern kingdom after most of the Israelites were taken into 

exile.  
 

• Read Ezra 4:11-15 - Letter from Rehum & the rest of the companions  

o Letter from Rehum in Activity Book  

▪ This letter from Rehum is inserted at 4:6 but was written about 50 years later. 

▪ The chronology of this is difficult  

▪ 4:1-5 – continues the story from the previous chapter  

▪ 4:6 – moves to something that happened several decades later 

▪ 4:7-23 – recounts what occurred up to 30 years after that  

▪ 4:24 – returns to the subject spoken of in the first paragraph of chapter 4.  

▪ The author was not confused about the chronology but added examples of 

opposition to the one found in 4:1-5.  Also, the author was writing 

primarily for an audience who already knew the outcome of the temple-

rebuilding efforts. (Roper, Coy D. Ph.D. Truth for Today Commentary: Ezra, 

Nehemiah, and Ester. ed. Eddie Cloer. Searcy: Resource Publication, 2015.) 
 

• Read Ezra 4:16 – The threat given to the king.  

• Ezra 4:18-22 – The kings reply 

• Ezra 4:23-24 – The Result  

o They forced the rebuilding of the temple to cease/stop by force of arms/power (v.23).  

o The work of rebuilding the temple stopped for 15-16 years.  
 

Question & Answer:  

1. Who were the adversaries to the Jews?  

a. The Samaritans  

2. Who did the adversaries ask to help build the temple?  

a. Zerubbabel 

3. Why do you think Zerubbabel did not let the adversaries help build?  

a. Maybe because the Jews suspected ulterior motives 

b. Those who offered to help worshipped other gods in addition to the one true God 

c. The text says that Zerubbabel replied, “King Cyrus has commanded us,” implying only them and 

no one else.  

4. What three things did the adversaries do to the Jews? (v.4-5)  

a. Tried to discourage them; Troubled them; & Hired counselors against them.  

5. When did all this start according to 4:5? - Cyrus King of Persia 

6. Rehum wrote a letter to whom?  - Artaxerxes (4:11)  

7. If the king allowed the rebuilding of the wall & city what would be the result (4:16)? 

a. No dominion over the nations.  (They would not allow him to rule over them)  

8. Why did the rebuilding stop in Jerusalem?  

a. Rehum and his companions stopped it by force. (4:23)  

9. How many years did the work stop before rebuilding continued?  

a. 15-16 years; Until the 2nd year of Darius King of Persia (4:24)  



Application:  

1. What to do when Christian’s face opposition (conflict/opponent). 

  

a. Know that anything worth doing will be opposed.  People will want to work against you.  

 

b. The Bible teaches, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness.” (Matt. 

5:10-12; 10:16-28)  

i. Acts 2 – The church was opposed.  

ii. Revelation, we see much opposition to the churches and Satan working against them.  

iii. Ezra 4 we see the same opposition to something good.  

 

c. 2 things stopped the work in Ezra 4 – discouragement & fear  

 

d. To overcome opposition, we must learn to overcome discouragement & fear!  

 

i. The Devil’s Garage Sale  

ii. Satan advertised that he was selling off many of his tools, and he put on display some of 

his best items. Many demons showed up to see just what the devil was getting rid of that 

day. They came from all around to see what they could purchase to improve their 

shameful skills. Each tool sold almost as quickly as it was placed upon the display tables. 

Satan had carefully marked the price upon each tool: ANGER: $100 RESENTMENT: 

$400 HATRED: $600, etc., etc. Anger was selling fairly low...so common, so plain, so 

effective. Greed brought a big price, and Pride drove bids to high levels. Multiple copies 

of the jealousy tool were hot items. Lust, as always, was at a bargain-basement price. 

There were tools that would make it easy to tear others down for use as stepping stones; 

some lenses for magnifying one’s own importance; and, if you looked through them the 

other way, they could be used to belittle others. There was an assortment of gardening 

implements to help one’s pride to grow by leaps and bounds: the rake of scorn; the shovel 

of jealousy along with the tools of gossip and back-biting, of selfishness and apathy. All 

were pleasing to the eye and came complete with fabulous promises and guarantees of 

prosperity. One visitor, as he browsed, noticed two well worn, non-descript tools on a 

table in one corner. He found it curious that those two tools had no price tags. When he 

asked why, Satan just laughed and said, “Well, that’s because I use them so much. If they 

weren’t so plain looking, people might see them for what they are.”  This seemed to 

please the old man. He snatched up the tools and held them to his chest. With a glint in 

his eye, he asked the Devil, “How much for these?” I’m sorry, those tools aren’t for sale,” 

the Devil replied. Without hesitation, the man said, “I’ll pay you any amount!” The Devil 

narrowed his eyes and hissed, “I told you, those tools are not for sale, nor will I ever sell 

them. They are the most useful tools I own!  Without them I wouldn’t be half as effective 

in my work. With those tools alone, I can accomplish my every task. Now, good day, 

sir!” Disappointed, the man looked once more at the shiny tools, then slowly placed them 

back on the table in the corner. With almost a whisper, he said to the Devil, “If I can’t 

buy them, would you at least tell me their names?” A slow and wicked grin grew across 

the Devil’s face. Satan pointed to the two tools, and said, “You see, that one’s Doubt and 

that one’s Discouragement — and those will work when nothing else will.” –Anonymous  

 

 

 



2. How to Overcome Fear   

a. Adopt A Correct View of God  

i. If you are worried, fearful, or despairing, chances are that you are failing to see just how 

capable and willing God is to keep all His promises to you. Consider these truths: 

1. God is faithful; He will always be there for you. 

2. The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is His 

faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning. (Lamentations 3:22–23) 

3. God is all-powerful, and He uses that power for your good. 

4. He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. (Isaiah 40:29) 
 

b. Revise Your False Belief 

i. Fear is linked with disbelief  

ii. I can’t do this, I’m not strong enough, brave enough, etc. 

1. Do you believe that you must pull yourself up by your own bootstraps? 

a. It is not that we think we are qualified to do anything on our own. Our 

qualification comes from God. (2 Corinthians 3:5) 

2. Do you think of yourself as a born loser in the game of life? 

a. I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. (Philippians 

4:13) 

3. Do you believe that your circumstances are beyond God’s power to help? 

a. Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God 

what you need and thank Him for all He has done. (Philippians 4:6) 
 

c. Speak your fear out loud 

i. There is something healing about saying things out loud.   
 

d. Face your fear & move forward 

i. The more you learn about it the more you will be comfortable with it.  
 

e. Seek the Lord 

i. Ps. 27:1-3 - The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall, I fear? The LORD is the 

strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When the wicked came against me to eat 

up my flesh, my enemies and foes stumbled and fell. 3 Though an army may encamp 

against me, my heart shall not fear; Though war may rise against me, in this I will 

be confident. 
 

f. Pray - Pray for boldness  

 

3. How to Overcome Discouragement  

What is courage? Bravery, guts, daring, audacity. 

Take courage: 

• LEAD - It is scary to lead.  Everyone is looking to you.  (responsibility) 

a. Dt. 31:7; Josh. 1:6; Josh. 1:7  

• IMAGINE - Imagine what could happen… 

➢ Sometimes we put ourselves into a box, ---- Imagine outside the box.  

➢ John 4:34,35; John 6:4-9  

➢ Where would we be today if people did not IMAGINE (envision): 

• OMIT the Fear - This is what courage is all about.  Out with Fear!!! 

• NEVER Give Up!!! - It takes courage to not quit.   

 

End with a prayer over what you have studied today!  


