
“I Desire Mercy, Not Sacrifice”

Text: Matthew 9:9-13 - As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. 10 Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
12 When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Context: 
· Jesus is found at table with tax collectors and sinners.  
· Pharisees want to know why?
· Jesus gives the reason that those who are well don’t need a physician but those who are sick. 
· Homework = go learn what this means: 
· “I desire mercy and not sacrifice” 

Reference: Hosea 6:6 - For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.
· God rebukes ancient Israel for going through the motions of worship while ignoring justice, faithfulness, and care for the vulnerable.

Matt. 9:9-13
· Jesus is criticized by the Pharisees for eating dinner with tax collectors and social outcasts. Jesus responds that sick people need a doctor—meaning spiritual healing and mercy matter more than self-righteous adherence to man’s traditions / rules.

What is Mercy?  (Another words, what is compassion) 
"Moved with compassion" means to be deeply affected by the suffering or misfortune of others, and to feel a strong desire to help and alleviate that suffering. It's not just a feeling of pity, but a powerful emotion that compels one to take action.  
1. Eph. 2:4 - Rich in Mercy – (Rakum) – Moved with compassion/ deeply moved - withholds a punishment we deserve; to think or feel the same way someone else thinks or feels
a. The Hebrew word gives the idea of stepping inside someone else skin.  Feel what they feel and then treat them as you would want to be treated.
b.  God through Jesus feels with us.; The thought is very similar to that of compassion.
i. Matt. 18:21-35 – Unforgiving Servant…  10,000 talents. 
1. v. 27 - Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
c. God calls us to:
i. Micah 6:8 – What does the Lord require?  - Do Justly, Love Mercy, walk humbly 
ii. Matt. 9:13 – “I desire mercy & not sacrifice” (wants sinners to repent) 

The meaning is that God values a heart full of love, compassion, and forgiveness more than outward religious actions that lack genuine love.
What does Jesus mean by this?
· Mercy means showing compassion, forgiving others, being kind to people who struggle, and treating others with love rather than harsh judgment.
· Sacrifice refers to religious offerings and practices that people performed to honor God. More broadly, it can represent outward religious actions, such as prayer or worship, when they aren't accompanied by a loving heart.
Jesus wasn't saying that worship, prayer, or obedience to God is wrong. He was teaching that religious practices should come from a heart that reflects God's compassion.
You cannot separate genuine love for God from compassion for other people. God isn't impressed by religious actions that are used to cover up a hard, judgmental, or unloving heart.

Examples of Action from the heart: 
1. The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:33-34) 
2. Speaking out of Love / Heart (1 Cor. 13:1-3)
3. Give from the heart (2 Cor. 9:7)
4. Circumcision of the heart (Rom. 2:28-29) 

Does this mean God does not want our sacrifices? 
· 1 Sam. 15:22- “To obey is better than sacrifice” 
· This means that listening to God and living according to His will matter more than performing religious acts while ignoring what He teaches.

· “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”

· Romans 12:1 (KJV)
· God wants our heart posture to be right.

Discussion Questions: 
· What was the homework? 
· What is the answer? 
· What was the problem? 
· Is it still a problem today? 
· How can you counsel someone the help them in this area.




