“Forgiveness”
Text: Ephesians 1:7 

Eph. 1:7 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

I. Introduction
Opening Question
· What does forgiveness mean? 
· To pardon 
· To release a debt 
· To remove guilt and offense 
Key Thought
Every person needs forgiveness because all have sinned, and true forgiveness is found only in Jesus Christ.

II. Our Need for Forgiveness
Main Points
· Sin separates people from God. 
· Everyone has sinned. 
· Sin brings guilt, judgment, and spiritual death. 
Supporting Verses
· Romans 3:23 — “For all have sinned…” 
· Isaiah 59:2 — Sin separates us from God. 
Key Truth
No person can remove their own sin through good works or effort.
Discussion Questions
· Why do people often minimize sin? 
· What are the effects of sin in a person’s life? 
Application
· Honestly confess sin before God. 
· Recognize the need for God’s mercy. 

III. Forgiveness Is Found “In Him” (v.7a)
“In Him we have redemption…”
Main Points
· Forgiveness is found in Jesus Christ alone. 
· Redemption means being bought back or set free. 
· Jesus paid the price to free us from sin. 
Key Truth
Salvation is not based on religion, but on a relationship with Christ.
Discussion Questions
· What does redemption mean to believers today? 
· Why is Jesus the only source of salvation? 
Application
· Place full faith in Christ. 
· Live gratefully for the freedom Jesus provides. 

IV. Forgiveness Through His Blood (v.7b)
“…through His blood…”
Main Points
· Christ’s sacrifice on the cross paid sin’s penalty. 
· The shedding of blood represents the giving of life. 
· Jesus became the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
Supporting Verse
· Hebrews 9:22 — “Without shedding of blood there is no remission.” 
Key Truth
Forgiveness is costly—it required the death of Jesus.
Discussion Questions
· Why was the cross necessary for forgiveness? 
· What does Christ’s sacrifice reveal about God’s love? 
Application
· Never take salvation lightly. 
· Worship Christ with gratitude and humility. 

V. The Riches of God’s Grace (v.7c)
“…according to the riches of His grace.”
Main Points
· Grace is God’s undeserved favor. 
· Forgiveness cannot be earned. 
· God’s grace is abundant and available to all who believe. 
Key Truth
God forgives because of His love and grace, not because we deserve it.
Discussion Questions
· What is the difference between grace and earning something? 
· Why is grace essential to salvation? 
Application
· Accept God’s forgiveness fully. 
· Extend grace and forgiveness to others. 

VI. The Results of Forgiveness
Forgiveness Brings:
· Peace with God 
· Freedom from guilt 
· A new beginning 
· Joy and hope 
· Restored fellowship with God 
Supporting Verse
· Psalm 103:12 — God removes our sins “as far as the east is from the west.” 
Discussion Questions
· Why do some people struggle to accept forgiveness? 
· How should forgiven people treat others? 
Application
· Walk in freedom, not condemnation. 
· Be willing to forgive others as Christ forgave you. 

VII. Living as Forgiven People
Christians Should:
· Confess sin regularly 
· Show mercy to others 
· Live in gratitude 
· Avoid returning to sinful habits 
· Share the message of forgiveness 
Key Truth
Forgiven people should reflect God’s grace in daily life.

