“All In - Paul” (JH & HS Class Wednesday Nights)
ALL IN Commitment
Text: Phil. 3:12-14 - 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Main Thought: Being ALL IN means refusing to become comfortable with where you are spiritually. It means continually pursuing Christ, growing in faith, and remaining committed to the purpose God has for your life.

Key Scripture: Philippians 3:13–14 -  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

1. Opening: What Does Commitment Really Mean?
Discussion Starter:
· What does it mean to be committed to something?
· Have you ever started something with excitement but struggled to finish?
· Why is it easier to make a commitment than to keep one?
· What does being ALL IN look like in our relationship with God?

· Teaching Point:
· Commitment is more than saying you are going to do something. Commitment is demonstrated by what you continue to do, even when you don't feel like doing it.
· Paul shows us that following Christ requires an ongoing commitment. We cannot afford to become satisfied with yesterday's spiritual accomplishments.
· Key Thought: Don't just start strong. Stay committed!

2. Commitment Requires Recognizing You Still Have Room to Grow
Scripture: Philippians 3:12 - "Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after..."

A. Don't Become Satisfied With Where You Are
· Paul acknowledged that he had not reached spiritual perfection.
· He understood that there was still room for growth.
· Being committed means recognizing that God is still working on you.

B. Keep Pursuing Spiritual Growth
· Spend time studying God's Word.
· Develop a consistent prayer life.
· Become more faithful in worship.
· Allow God to develop your character.

C. Don't Confuse Activity With Commitment
· Being busy at church doesn't automatically mean you're growing spiritually.
· Knowing Scripture is important, but living it is equally important.
· Commitment requires a personal relationship with Christ.
Supporting Scripture: 2 Peter 3:18 — Grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Discussion Question: Are you growing in your relationship with God, or have you become comfortable with where you are?
3. Commitment Requires Leaving the Past Behind
Scripture: Philippians 3:13 - "Forgetting those things which are behind..."

A. Don't Let Past Mistakes Define Your Future
· Everyone has made mistakes.
· Past failures should not keep you from pursuing God's purpose.
· God's grace gives us the opportunity to move forward.

B. Don't Live on Yesterday's Accomplishments
· Yesterday's faithfulness does not replace today's commitment.
· You cannot survive spiritually on yesterday's prayers.
· You must continue pursuing God every day.

C. Let Go of What Is Holding You Back
· Past disappointments.
· Past failures.
· Bitterness and unforgiveness.
· Old habits that interfere with spiritual growth.

Supporting Scriptures:
· Isaiah 43:18–19 — God speaks of doing a new thing.
· 2 Corinthians 5:17 — A new creation in Christ.
Discussion Question: What are some things people hold on to that prevent them from moving forward spiritually?

Teaching Illustration:
Imagine trying to run a race while constantly looking behind you. You cannot effectively move forward if your attention is always on what is behind you.
Paul understood that commitment requires forward movement.

4. Commitment Requires Reaching Forward
Scripture: Philippians 3:13 - "...and reaching forth unto those things which are before."

A. Have a Forward-Focused Faith
· Don't allow yesterday's problems to control tomorrow's possibilities.
· Believe that God is still working in your life.
· Keep your attention on the purpose God has given you.

B. Be Intentional About Your Relationship With God
· Make prayer a priority.
· Make studying the Bible a priority.
· Make serving others a priority.
· Make obedience to God a priority.

C. Don't Let Distractions Steal Your Commitment
· Worldly distractions.
· Negative influences.
· Unhealthy priorities.
· Lack of discipline.

Supporting Scripture: Hebrews 12:1–2 — Run with patience the race set before us, looking unto Jesus.
Discussion Question: What distractions keep people from giving God their best?
5. Commitment Requires Pressing Toward the Mark
Scripture: Philippians 3:14 "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

A. Commitment Takes Determination
· Paul didn't say he casually walked toward the goal.
· He said, "I press."
· Pressing means continuing even when the journey gets difficult.

B. Commitment Requires Discipline
· You must make time for God.
· You must remain faithful when emotions change.
· You must keep doing what is right even when nobody is watching.

C. Keep Your Eyes on the Prize
· Don't allow temporary pleasures to distract you from eternal priorities.
· Don't give up because progress seems slow.
· Remember that your ultimate goal is to know Christ and live for Him.

Supporting Scriptures:
· Galatians 6:9 — Don't grow weary in doing good.
· 1 Corinthians 9:24–27 — Run the race to obtain the prize.
· Colossians 3:23–24 — Work heartily as unto the Lord.
Discussion Question: What does pressing toward the mark look like in your everyday life?

6. What Does Being ALL IN COMMITTED Look Like?
Being ALL IN means:
1. ALL IN with your relationship with God — Make Him your priority.
2. ALL IN with your faith — Trust Him even when you don't understand.
3. ALL IN with your obedience — Do what God's Word teaches.
4. ALL IN with your service — Use your gifts to serve others.
5. ALL IN with your growth — Never stop learning and growing in Christ.
6. ALL IN with your purpose — Keep pressing toward God's calling.

7. Personal Application: Check Your Commitment
Encourage the class to examine their spiritual lives.
Ask these questions:
· Am I as committed to God as I say I am?
· Am I allowing past mistakes to hold me back?
· Have I become comfortable with my spiritual growth?
· Am I making God a priority or fitting Him into my schedule?
· Am I pressing forward or simply going through the motions?
· What do I need to change to become more committed?

8. Weekly Challenge: Put Your Commitment Into Action
Challenge everyone to choose one area where they will become more intentional in their walk with Christ.
Examples:
· Commit to praying every day.
· Commit to reading and studying Scripture.
· Commit to attending worship consistently.
· Commit to serving someone in need.
· Commit to letting go of a distraction that interferes with your relationship with God.
· Commit to being more intentional about sharing your faith.
9. Closing: Stay Committed to the Finish
Final Teaching Thought:
Paul understood that the Christian journey was not about how well you started; it was about continuing to pursue Christ.
He didn't allow his past to stop him. He didn't become satisfied with his present accomplishments. He kept his eyes on the goal and continued pressing forward.
Being ALL IN means:
· When you get tired, keep pressing.
· When you get discouraged, keep believing.
· When you make mistakes, get back up and keep growing.
· When distractions come, stay focused.
· When the journey gets difficult, remain committed.

Closing Statement:
"God is not calling us to be part-time Christians with full-time distractions. He is calling us to live committed lives, focused on Him and dedicated to His purpose!"

