“I Am Willing” 
Set Up: 
· Author is Matthew
· Selected to be 1 of 12 
· Was a publican = a Roman tax collector – most hated by all Jewish people
· Purpose was to persuade the Jew that JC was the Messiah
1. Use of OT to prove JC live was foretold
2. Use large segments of JC teaching to demonstrate His greatness as a teacher
3. Demonstrate that JC was able to perform miracles and lead many to follow Him
	Characteristics:
· Many quotations from OT 
· Emphasizing the kingdom
· Wrote in frequent and lengthy discourses 
· Wrote in logical rather than chronological order. 

· Synoptic Gospels = seen together. (Able to be seen together).
Matthew is Unique b/c.  – he writes to the Jew 
· 67 OT References in Matthew 
Number of Miracles: 
· Matthews records 20 specific miracles that Jesus performed. 
Purpose of Miracles: 
· Miracles used in the NT = prove Jesus was the Christ & that you may believe (Jn. 20:30)
· Apostles used miracles = confirm the word was from God (Mk.16:20; 2 Cor. 12:12). 
Sets of Miracles
· Matthew presents 3 sets of miracles (8:1-17; 8:23-9:8; & 9:18-34) 
· Matt. 8:1-17 
· Jesus Cleanses a Leper (1-4)
· Healing a Centurion’s Servant (5-13)
· Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law (14-15) 
· Discourse – Cost of Discipleship (Matt. 18-22) 
· Matt. 8:23-9:8 
· Winds & Waves Obey Jesus (8:23-27)
· 2 Demon-Possessed Men Healed (8:28-34) 
· Forgiving & Healing a Paralytic (9:1-8) 
· Discourse – Matthew the tax collector; Jesus & Fasting (Matt. 9:9-17) 
· Matt. 9:18-34
· Girl restored & woman healed (9:18-26)
· 2 Blind men healed (Matt. 9:27-31)
· Mute Speak (Matt. 9:32-34) 


Matt. 8 = Jesus’1st set of miracles.  Each person (who benefited from these miracles) belonged to a group that was looked down upon by the Jews. A leper, a gentile, and a woman. 
Jesus Cleanses a Leper 
Text: Matt. 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 
Matt. 8:1-4 - When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2 And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 3 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof (testimony) to them.”
Mark 1:40-45 - 40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.
Luke 5:12-16 – While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 13 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 15 But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.

1. Courage to Seek Jesus (v.2) 
· Matt. 8:1-2a - When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. 2 And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him

· Leprosy defined - meant a variety of infectious skin diseases, impure disfigurative conditions of the human skin, it was contagious and incurable at the time. Your body would decay and then usually death occurred.

· Unique, because the leper is COMING to Jesus! 
· Before Matt. 8 
· Matt. 4:12- Jesus begins His Galilean ministry and he went to Capernaum.  
· Matt. 4:18 – Jesus’ calls disciples - “Come, Follow Me.” 
· Matt. 4:23 – Jesus went about all Galilee.  Healing sickness and diseases. 
· Matt 5-7 – Sermon on the Mount 
· We see Jesus going to this place or that, He goes to the people, He calls his apostles, but this man COMES to Jesus 

· Unique, because lepers are to be Isolated. 
· Lev. 13:45-46 - “Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his head bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.

· You have been shunned by society, you know that law…. You are not supposed to be around people and if you are you have to yell out “UNCLEAN, UNCLEAN” 
· How humiliating, and defaming 

· In Jewish tradition, leprosy was a punishment for some type of sin you had committed.  (Profaning the divine name, sexual immorality, murder, idolatry, and slander)
· Miriam spoke against Moses (Num. 12:1-15 = leprosy v.10)

 
2. Faith in Jesus (v.2) 
a. And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

b. Rom. 10:17 [- So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
i. We will speculate that he has somehow heard about this Christ and maybe even his teachings.

c. The leper has connected the dots that this man can make Him clean, but the question in the leper’s mind is – “Is he willing?” 
i. The leper did not express doubt in Jesus’ ability to heal him, but rather he questions the Lord’s willingness to heal him.  

d. It may be this am that you fall victim to this scenario. 
i. You believe that the Lord can heal you, can make you clean, can save you.  You have faith! 
1. You hold back if you ask the question. “Is he willing to save you.” 



3. Cleansing from Jesus (v.3) 
a. “Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”
i. Not only was Jesus willing, but the healing happened instantaneous (immediately) 
b. This is the reverse effect of what usually happened with at leper. (UNCLEAN – physically & spiritually) 
i. This is a testament to Jesus Power and Him being who He said He was- The Son of God! 
c. OT – Lev. 14 – Laws of Leprosy  



4. Responsibility to Jesus (4) 
a. And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
i. Jesus in different places in the gospels, tell people not to tell anyone.  
1. WHY?  John would tell us “His hour had not yet come” (It wasn’t the right time) 
a. John 2:4, 7:30; 8:20; 12:23 – (hour not come)
b. Mark 1:45 – tells us not its going around that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town.  
ii. The Lepers responsibility was to go show himself to the priest!   WHY???? 
b. To fulfill the Old Law that at the time they still lived under.  (Messiah) 


Lessons from a Leper: 
· We need courage to seek Jesus.  (even when other are not) 
· We need to have Faith in Jesus 
· We need cleansing from Jesus 
· We have a responsibility to Jesus! 
