Equip Waxahachie 2024 
September 6 & 7, 2024 (Friday & Saturday) 
Scripture: Eph. 4:12 “Equipping the Saints” 
Quit Spoon Feeding
https://withinthestatic.wordpress.com/2021/10/21/youth-ministry-equipping-the-next-generation-of-believers/ 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/brothers-train-up-the-next-generation 

Talk about my kids and the natural process of growth and maturity.  
· My daughter who is 13, would you believe it weird if at lunch today, I were to be spoon feeding her meal to her.  
· She should be fully capable but I do for her. 
· I am enabling her or crippling her from her potential.  
I want you to think about your youth ministry.  What does it look like? 
· An average class?
· Song? Prayer? Activity? Short Lesson? Very deep? 
· What homework is given? 
· What challenge is made? 
· What accountability do we hold them to? 
· If you get to it. 
· Hopefully you will remember… etc. 

· What does and average school class look like? 
· What is the expectation? 
· Homework? 
· Attention & Participation? 
· What happens if they don’t do it? 
· Repercussions?  
I am Not Saying that Church is exactly like school or visa versa, but they are both places of learning valuable information. 
· In your opinion where is more value placed? 
· Where should more value be placed? 



Spoon Feeding is Good (For a time period) but there must be transitional growth among the youth!  

Spoon Feeding = to give someone so much help or information that that person doesn’t need to try himself.  

To graduate high school in Texas, you must complete four credits of English Language Arts (including English I and II), three credits of Mathematics (including Algebra I and Geometry), three credits of Science (including Biology), and three credits of Social Studies (including U.S. History), along with one credit each of Physical Education and Fine Arts.

A high school graduate should be able to intellectually accomplish tasks like: critically analyzing information, solving complex problems, effectively communicating ideas, researching and evaluating data from multiple sources, thinking logically, understanding different perspectives, applying knowledge across various subjects, and adapting to new learning situations; essentially demonstrating a foundation of critical thinking and problem-solving skills across academic disciplines

Sports… how much do we expect out of our kids in the sports arena.  
· Rankings for HS Baseball 
· PJ Morlando – Summerville, SC 1st Round pick Marlins (2024) 
· Game – the bring out a batting T that my 6 year old used. 
· Ludacris

Concept – Heb. 5:12-14 – Spiritual Immaturity 
· “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

· “full age” = older generation 
· “Mature” 

· Statistics on Youth – Faithful & unfaithful 
· Lifeway Research – 70% (18-22) stop attending church 
· Barna Group – 60% of young people raised in church will leave b4 adulthood. 
· Church/ Religion at large (Denominational) 
· The Lord’s Church = larger percent. 

· Why Leaving? 
· Maybe too much spoon feeding, not foundation, etc.  

We Are Challenged in Scripture to Train our Children
Past 6 years 
2018 – 2/15
2019 – 2/7
2021 – 1/3
2022 – 2/4 
2023 – 3/8
2024 – 2/4


“TRAIN”
· Prov. 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it 
· Eccl. 12:1 - Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them”:

Talmidim (Disciple)
· Shema – Dt. 6:4-6 
· Bet Sepher “House of the Book” (elementary school) (4/5 – 10)
· By age 10 = memorized all of the Torah

· Bet Talmud “House of Learning” (10-14) (5th grade – Freshman) 
· Studies all of Hebrew Scripture & Learned the art of questions & an answers 
· Luke 2:46-47 - “After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.”
You were challenged and called to answer the challenge. 
· The kids accepted the challenge and excelled in the challenge. 

·  (Bet Midrash), taught by a Rabbi.  Few students chosen to follow a Rabbi = Talmidim.  

· These Talmadim mimicked the Rabbi’s life so closely they they imitated the Rabbi. 

How Old were the Apostles when following Jesus? 
· Speculation 
· 15- early 20’s 
· Peter paid temple tax (Mt. 17:24) 
· What were they doing? 

Consider How Jesus taught… Remez 

Old Jewish Rabbi/teacher spent lifetime teaching that Bible was word of God. He had taught in a school of theology for many years. Student would sit at his feet and learn from him the word of God and how to prove it was from God, applicable for his life.  One of his students graduated, received his Phd and taught that the word of God wasn’t the word of God.
This old rabbi was speaking at a conference and after the conference someone, who know about what he taught, and also about what his student taught asked, “What do you think of your student who works against you.”
The rabbi replied… “I reared (nourished –NKJV) children and brought them up” 
Quoted, (Isa. 1:2 NKJV) “I reared (nourished –NKJV) children and brought them up” 
· Don’t know = you can’t play.  You won’t get it.
(Isa. 1:2 NKJV) “ I reared children and brought them up”… “and they have rebelled against me.”
The Rabbi’s (Jewish Teachers) use a technique called Remez
You quote a bible verse (or part of a bible verse), but b/c all of you know the verse & the text, you know what comes before and after.
Example 1: (OT Example)
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.”
-         Where do you go? Ps. 23:4
What animal do you think of? (Sheep) – Why?
-         What is before and after it:
Ps. 23: 1-6 - The Lord is my shepherd…Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Example3 : Matt 21:12-17 – (Jesus drives out the money changers) 15 But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant (angry) 16 and said to Him, “Do You hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, …‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants, You have perfected praise’?” (Ps. 8:2)

Ps. 8:2- Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants, You have ordained strength,
Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.

Jesus just called those that He drove out of the temple the enemies of God.  They would be silenced.  The leaders realized that Jesus was implying that they were God’s enemies. 

Example 4: Zacchaeus – “For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” (Luke 19:10).  
The background to this statement is probably Ezek. 34.  God is angry with Israel’s leaders for scattering and harming His flock.  He, God, will become the shepherd and would seek and save them.  
Ezek. 34:8ff -  “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock became food for every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock”
Listeners who knew scripture heard:
-         I, Jesus, am the Messiah, and also God.
-         The religious leaders in the crowd heard, “You have scattered and harmed God’s flock.”
-         To Zacchaeus, he said, “You are one of God’s lost sheep and he still loves you.” 




Ex. – Church memory verse, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
Jesus challenged His disciples to learn & grow.  – Are we doing the same.? 


Ways to Challenge: 
· Have in depth bible studies 
· Talk scripture, discuss hard passages, prick their thinking, give differing side/opinions out there.  God back to What does the Bible say? 

· Play Devil’s Advocate 
· Have them refute you with BCV 

· Have them teach a class/ part of class 
· How is the best way you have learned? 
· Preparing to teach a class/subject 

· Have them work on memory work 
· Don’t skimp out on this.  = Important 

· Write a report/paper proving/ disproving/ arguing other side 

· Debate 

· Take them along with you. (on Bible Study/ visit/ etc)

· Give them responsibility within the church / ownership 

· Lads to Leaders / LTC / Training  

· Have a Special Mission Trip w/ prerequisites 

· Teach them to Love the Lord 

God created us in His image, we are very intellectual, our kids are very intellectual. Capable. 

Without challenges in their lives, youth get bored. Research tells us that when young people have challenging tasks that fit their abilities, they tend to rise to the challenge.

Let us in ministry help make our youth rise to the challenge of the greatest calling one could obtain.  -  
Disciple of Christ/ A Christian  

Peter would exhort us to:
2 Pet. 1:5 – But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 

2 Pet. 3:18 - grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever.


Quiz about Discipleship: 
· Quiz on Disciples and Discipleship
(Click on the small circle to the left of your chosen answer)
· 1) Disciples of Jesus were first called Christians:
· a)  With reluctance.
b)  At the Council of Nicea.
c)  In the city of Antioch.
d)  By King Agrippa.
· 

· 2) Discipleship is best described as:
· a)  Believing that Jesus is the Son of God.
b)  The avocation of the twelve original followers of Christ.
c)  Following the Lord Jesus Christ on His terms.
d)  An option that some very religious people choose.
· 

· 3) When a certain scribe said to Jesus, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go", Jesus replied:
· a)  Do you come to Me of your own free will?
b)  Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.
c)  First go and bury your father.
d)  Are you able to drink My cup, and be baptized with My baptism?
· 

· 4) According to the book of Proverbs, harsh discipline is for:
· a)  Him who forsakes the way.
b)  All of us, in due time.
c)  The harsh tongue.
d)  Making a good man better.
· 

· 5) Complete these words of Jesus from the Gospel of Matthew: "...whoever gives one of these little ones ________ in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward."
· a)  a word of encouragement.
b)  his daily bread.
c)  only a cup of cold water.
d)  wise counsel.
· 

· 6) In one of his letters, John the apostle asks how the love of God can abide in:
· a)  One who doesn't abide in the Father and the Son.
b)  One who gives a greeting to a false teacher.
c)  A sinner such as himself.
d)  One who sees his brother in need, has the ability to help him, but won't do so.
· 

· 7) Complete these words of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians: "________________ , lest when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified."
· a)  I become all things to all men
b)  I study to show myself approved
c)  I never offend anyone with doctrine
d)  I discipline my body and bring it into subjection
· 

· 8) To disciples in Asia Minor, Paul said:
· a)  Don't major on the minors, you Asia Minorians, or you will be major losers!
b)  A servant is not greater than his master.
c)  Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
d)  He who you receives you receives Jesus, and he who rejects you rejects Jesus.
· 

· 9) What teaching of Jesus caused many disciples to say, "This is a hard saying; who can understand it?"
· a)  That He was the bread of eternal life.
b)  That divorce except for the cause of adultery was unacceptable.
c)  That an offending right hand or right eye should be severed.
d)  "A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me."
· 

· 10) When the prophet Agabus foretold the coming of a famine, the disciples in Antioch determined to send relief to the brothers in Judea:
· a)  According to the apostles' command to each one.
b)  After first sending a delegation to determine the extent of the need.
c)  Each according to his ability.
d)  "Not letting the left hand know what the right hand was doing." (i.e. anonymously).
· 11) Jesus said that anyone who is not with Him:
· a)  Is really missing out on a blessing.
b)  Will be saved, but as through fire.
c)  Should be respected for his honorable neutrality.
d)  Is against Him.

· 12) Jesus commanded His diciples to pray:
· a)  That God send laborers into His harvest.
b)  Facing Jerusalem.
c)  That God take them out of the world.
d)  For whatever they wanted, as long as their prayer included the phrase, "in Jesus' name".
· 13) As Paul counseled the Ephesian elders, disciples need be aware of:
· a)  The theology of the circumcision party.
b)  Savage wolves from without, and perverse men rising up from within.
c)  Being overly zealous.
d)  The deeds and doctrine of the Nicolaitans.
· 14) The apostle James compares the man who hears the word and doesn't do it to:
· a)  The prophet Balaam in his selfishness.
b)  A spring that brings forth both fresh and bitter water.
c)  Grass that withers away under the scorching sun.
d)  A man who walks away from a mirror and immediately forgets what he saw therein.
· 15) Complete this Scripture verse: "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you _____________________ ."
· a)  have love for one another.
b)  sell all you have, and give it away to the poor.
c)  lay down your lives for Me.
d)  wear a 'What Would Jesus Do' bracelet.
· 16) The apostle Peter taught that part of the calling of discipleship is:
· a)  Acting on the secret knowledge that all material things are evil.
b)  Doing good and suffering for it.
c)  Poverty.
d)  Making mistakes.
· 17) Jesus called these people His brother and sister and mother:
· a)  Those who call on the name of His heavenly Father.
b)  James, Martha, and Mary.
c)  Those who do the will of His heavenly Father.
d)  No one, on account of His unique stature as the only begotten Son of God.
· 18) Jesus compared someone who hears His words and does not act upon them to:
· a)  A tare (weed) sown by an enemy.
b)  A man who built a house on the earth without a foundation.
c)  Cain.
d)  The sailors on the prophet Jonah's ship.
· 19) Which is NOT the subject of a parable about the Kingdom of God (or kingdom of Heaven) spoken by Jesus:
· a)  A woman who lit several lamps to sweep the house.
b)  A landowner who went out to hire workers.
c)  Treasure hidden in a field.
d)  A king who arranged a marriage for his son.
· 20) The book of Acts records this about a disciple named Tabitha from Joppa:
· a)  With her husband, she counselled Apollos.
b)  She was raised from the dead through Peter.
c)  She was a business partner with Lydia.
d)  She was a servant of the church at Cenchrea.
· 21) Jesus exhorted would-be followers to count the cost of discipleship. To make His point, He used these two illustrations:
· a)  Planting a vineyard and preparing to go fishing.
b)  Sifting wheat and living the soldier's life.
c)  Building a tower and going to war.
d)  Being a steward and manning a watchtower.
· 22) Which is a type of church discipline:
· a)  Godly encouragement.
b)  The preaching of the Word.
c)  excommunication.
d)  All of the above.
· 23) "Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples" is a statement from:
· a)  The prophecy of Isaiah.
b)  The Gospel of John.
c)  The book of Deuteronomy.
d)  The Gospel of Luke.
· 24) Which future scenario BEST depicts fulfillment of the "Great Commission"?
· a)  The re-establishment of temple worship in earthly Jerusalem.
b)  The basic Gospel message having been proclaimed globally.
c)  Entire nations converted and walking in the ways of the Lord.
d)  The time when the Church is no longer necessary.
· 25) Complete these words of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke: "...whoever of you does not ________ cannot be My disciple."
· a)  speak in unknown tongues.
b)  forsake all he has.
c)  consider his ways.
d)  gather with Me.

Cost of Discipleship: 
Counting the Cost – Luke 14:25-32/ Take Up Cross – Matt. 16:24
Abide in Him – John 8:31
Love One Another – John 13:35
Bear Much Fruit – John 15:8
Disciple is not above Teacher – Matt. 10:24
Disciples Sacrifice – Acts 11:29
Disciple asked to go & first bury his father. - Matt. 8:21
A disciple will confess that Jesus is the Christ - Matt. 16:13
A Disciple will have intimate time with Jesus - Matt. 20:17
True & False Disciples – Matthew 7:21-23
Disciples & Family – Matthew 12:49 
