“All In - Paul” (JH & HS Class Wednesday Nights)
“All IN When the Going Gets Tough”  

Text: 2 Cor. 11:23-28 
Ice Breaker: 
Finish the Phrase: 
· “Life isn’t a bed of ___________” (Roses) 
· “This too shall __________” (Pass) 
· “Tough times never last, but tough ____________ do” (people) 
· “When the going gets tough, the tough get __________” (going) 
· “It’s always darkest before the __________” (dawn) 

Tonight’s class is about being ALL IN like Paul when the going gets tough.  
For those who ride motorcycles, there is a saying that is not “if you fall”, but “when you fall” what will be the outcome.  The meaning behind this is that over a long enough period of time you will experience some form or a fall or a drop on your motorcycle.  Same thing in other areas of our life.  If you live any length of time, it is not if you experience heartbreak, disappointment, hard times, crisis, or trauma, but when you experience these things what will you do! 
Christianity is no exception.  Christians have the best life, but there are also going to come tough times.  The questions will boil down to the series of being “ALL IN.”  When things get hard, when we have a disappointment, we don’t quit and throw in the towel. It is in these times that we remain  ALL IN! 

Text: 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 
Suffering for Christ
“Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one (Jewish law = 40/ Dt. 25:3) 25 Three times I was beaten with rods (He was beaten with rods by Roman authorities (Acts 16:22–23; cast out spirit of divination out of girl, angers the men making money off of her; multitude rose against him & beat him with rods/ Philippian Jailer wash stripes).; once I was stoned (Paul healed a lame man at Lystra; people worshiped them; them begged them not to.. Jews persuaded the multitude to stone them instead…  He was stoned and dragged out of the city, left for dead (Acts 14:19); three times I was shipwrecked (Acts 28 – Malta) ; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters (serious danger, or exposure to injury), in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness— 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches.”

Theme: When following Christ gets difficult, being ALL IN means trusting God, staying faithful, and continuing the mission.
Big Idea - Hard times don't mean God has abandoned us; sometimes they are the very circumstances in which our faithfulness is revealed.

1. ALL IN Means You Don't Quit When Things Get Hard
· 2 Corinthians 1:23–24 - Paul explains why he changed his plans. He wasn't acting carelessly or because he didn't care about the Corinthians. He was trying to spare them and give them another opportunity.
· Key Thought - Sometimes people misunderstand our decisions. Paul could have become discouraged by criticism or misunderstanding, but he continued to serve.
· Being ALL IN doesn't mean everyone will understand you.
· For Students: You may experience:
· Friends who don't understand your faith
· People who make fun of your choices
· Disappointment
· Plans that don't work out
· Prayers that seem unanswered
· None of those automatically mean you should quit following Christ.
· Question: What usually makes people want to give up when things get difficult?

2. ALL IN Means Your Faith Isn't Controlled by Your Circumstances
· 2 Corinthians 1:24 - Paul makes an important distinction: “Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy…” Paul wasn't trying to control their faith. He wanted to help them stand firm.
· Key Thought - Your faith can't depend entirely on whether life is going well.
· If our faith is based only on good circumstances, difficult circumstances can shake everything. But when our faith is rooted in Christ, we can say: “Even when things are hard, I still trust Jesus.”
· Discussion
· What is the difference between:
· “God is good because things are going well,” and
· “God is good even when things aren't going well”?

3. ALL IN Means You Stand on What God Has Given You
· 2 Corinthians 1:25–26 - Paul reminds the Corinthians that their faith wasn't built on Paul's ability or personality. Their foundation was Christ.
· Key Thought - When life gets tough, go back to your foundation.
· Not: “How do I feel?”
Not: “What does everyone else think?”
Not: “Why is this happening?”
· But:
· “What do I know about God?” (What do you know about God) 
· God is faithful.
God keeps His promises.
God is with His people.
God can work through difficult circumstances.
· Illustration - A tree doesn't develop strong roots because the weather is always calm. The roots grow deep because the tree has to withstand storms. Difficult seasons can expose—and strengthen—the foundation of our faith.

4. ALL IN Means You Keep Moving Forward
· 2 Corinthians 1:27–28 - Paul continues to explain his plans and his desire to come to them. The circumstances had changed, but the mission hadn't.
· Key Thought - A setback isn't necessarily the end of the story.
· Sometimes:
· The plan changes.
· The timing changes.
· The circumstances change.
· But God can still use us.
· ALL IN people don't confuse a difficult season with a dead end.

What Does ALL IN Look Like When the Going Gets Tough?
1. Stay - Don't immediately walk away from God when life gets difficult.
2. Trust - Remember what you know about God's character.
3. Stand - Build your life on Christ rather than circumstances.
4. Keep Going - Continue doing what God has called you to do.



Student Application
Ask students to think about a difficult situation they may be facing:
When things get tough, what's my normal response?
· Quit?
· Get angry?
· Blame God?
· Isolate myself?
· Pretend everything is okay?
· Ask God for help?
· Lean on other believers?
· Keep moving forward?


\ALL IN Challenge
This week, when something doesn't go your way, pause before you react.


Ask yourself:
“If I'm really ALL IN with Jesus, how should I respond to this?”
Then choose one faithful action instead of giving up.



Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think difficult circumstances can make people question their faith?
2. Have you ever had a plan that didn't work out the way you expected?
3. What can we learn from Paul about dealing with misunderstanding?
4. Why is it dangerous for our faith to depend only on circumstances?
5. What does it mean to have Christ as your foundation?
6. How can difficult experiences actually strengthen our faith?
7. What is one area where God may be asking you to keep going?
Closing Thought
Being ALL IN doesn't mean the road will always be easy.
It means that when the road gets hard, we don't walk away from Jesus.
Paul's circumstances changed.
His plans changed.
People misunderstood him.
But he continued to trust Christ and serve others.

ALL IN means: When the going gets tough, I don't give up—I go deeper with God.
