The Joy of Christian Living
Text: Phil. 1:19-30
Key Verse: 1:25-26 
Intro: Paul is in prison, (my chains v.13) yet he is still teaching others (palace guard v.13) about Christ.  Paul doesn’t care his circumstance as long as Christ is being proclaimed. In v. 19-30, Paul reflects on living for Christ and the joy that is found within. 
· Paul knows that things will turn out for him and his deliverance by 2 things he mentions. (v. 19) 
· By your prayers & the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
· Who is the “your” prayers?  - (saints in Philippi, bishops, & deacons – v.1) 
· How can Paul be confident in this? (James 5:16) 

· Paul is confident that Christ will be magnified. (v.20) 
· What does magnified mean? Extol or glorify (Make God more visible and apparent) 
· How will Christ be magnified? (By Paul’s life v.20 – either life or death) 
· Paul will live in such a way that he will bring glory to Christ!

· V. 21 – “To live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
· A well-known passage, but what does it mean? (While alive you live by the precepts and law of Christ; if you die then you have a heavenly reward that awaits you. It is a win, win) 

· What does Paul say if he lives on in the flesh v.22?  
· Fruit from his labor.  What does this mean? He is bringing more people to Christ. 
· He finds joy and fulfillment in this 
· What could we say for ourselves? Is our life fruitful? (Gal. 5:22-23; Matt. 7:15-20) 

· V.23-24 – Why is Paul hard pressed? He has 2 options. 
· Be with Christ or stay on earth and proclaim the gospel.  
· Paul’s preference = Be with Christ	v. 	Need = benefit the Christians. 

· V.25-26 – What is joy found? (In faith)  
· Why? 

· V.27 – Paul commands the Philippians to make sure their lifestyle is worthy of the gospel! 
· This applies to us as well. 
· How do we accomplish this? (v.27) 
· Walk Worthy – Eph. 4:1.
· Stand firm in 1 spirit (Eph. 4:3) 
· Be of 1 mind (1 Cor. 1:10)
· We have 1 mind by going to the same source = the gospel. 

· V.28 – The challenge Paul gives is to not be terrified by your adversaries but recognize what blessings you have from God. (Salvation) 
· Matt. 10:27-31 

· Paul reminds the saints in Philippi that not only should you believe in Christ, but that you will also have to do what? (Suffer – Matt.:11-12) 

· (v.30) Paul shows the Philippians what to do by setting an example for them. 
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