SAYINGS OF JESUS
“Repent for the Kingdom of God is at Hand”

Text: Matthew 4:12-17

Main Text: Matthew 4:17 - From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Overview: Jesus is beginning His ministry and has heard that John has been put into prison. John was put into prison for publicly condemning King Herod Antipas for unlawfully marrying Herodias, his own half-brother’s former wife.  (Mark 6:18).  Jesus came to Capernaum, which is the regions on Zebulun & Naphtali.  He fulfilled a prophecy from Isaiah 9:1-2. 
Matthew’s gospel was written primarily to the Jewish people to try and help them connect the dots that Jesus is indeed promised Messiah and King. He uses many OT passages to show how these are being fulfilled.  

 
The message of the OT prophets was: Repent & Return to God! 
· Repent: 
· Jer. 25:5 - They said, ‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord has given to you and your fathers forever and ever.
· Ezek. 14:6 - “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations.
· Hosea 11:5 - “He shall not return to the land of Egypt; But the Assyrian shall be his king, Because they refused to repent.
· Joel 2:12 - “Now, therefore,” says the Lord, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.”
· Return:
· Isa. 6:10  - Return & Be healed
· Jer. 3:22 – ‘Return you backsliding children & I will heal you”
· Hosea 14:1 - O Israel, return to the Lord your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity.
· Joel 2:13 - Return to the Lord your God, For He is gracious and merciful,
· Amos 4:6 - Yet you have not returned to Me,” Says the Lord.
· Zechariah 1:3- ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Return to Me,” says the Lord of hosts, “and I will return to you
· Malachi 3:7 - Return to Me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of Hosts. 

Matt. 4:17 - Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

What Does Jesus Preach? (Repentance) 

REPENT: 
· What is Repentance? 
· Repentance – change of mind that leads to a change in actions. 
· Godly v. Worldly Sorrow 

· 2 Cor. 7:10 - Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
· What is the difference between godly sorrow and worldly sorrow?
· If you were to steal something and you got caught.  You said you were sorry and went back to stealing, were you really sorry for what you did or that you got caught? Worldly sorrow says, I’m sorry I got caught & I have to be better at stealing next time so I don’t get caught again.
· If you were to steal something and you got caught.  You said you were sorry, it hurt you heart and your realized it hurt other people and you returned the things that you stole and decided that you would not steal again because you knew the hurt and wrong it did to others, that is godly sorrow. (Change of heart = change of actions) 
· It is godly sorrow that leads to repentance! 
· If you make a 180 and quit doing wrong, repent of it and strive to do right, God is pleased. You obey God’s words, His commands then that leads to salvation. 

· Worldly sorrow (just saying your sorry for getting caught) leads to death (separation from God) because there is not change of heart, nor change of actions.  
· Think about it:
· If you're driving in the wrong direction, knowing you're going the wrong way isn't enough.
· You have to turn around.
· Discussion:
· What is the difference between feeling guilty about something and truly repenting of it?

Why Does Jesus Tell Us to Repent?
· Because sin separates us from God. (Isa. 59:1-2)
· Jesus wasn't giving people a suggestion. He was calling them to make a decision about how they would live.
· Repentance says: “My way isn't more important than God's way.”
· It requires humility. Sometimes we want God to change His Word to fit our lives. Repentance requires us to allow God's Word to change our lives.
· Discussion: Why can it be difficult for people to admit that they need to change?
· Pride; Stubbornness; Fear of what others will think; Love of sinful habits ; Thinking “I'm not that bad”; Not wanting to give up control.
Repentance is an absolute necessity to enter the kingdom of God! 
· Luke 13:3,5
· Acts 2:38
· Acts 3:19 
· Acts 17:30 
The WHY:
· Jesus did not just say “Repent,” but He also gave the WHY. 
· Notice Matt. 4:17 again. 
· “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
· Why should people repent?  
· God’s kingdom was about to be upon them and if you don’t have repentance then you don’t get to be part of the kingdom. 
· Question: 
· When did God’s kingdom begin? 
· Acts 2 – Day of Pentecost. 
· How do we know the Kingdom has already been established and we are not waiting on it? 
· Col. 1:13 - He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
· They have  been conveyed (past tense) already in to the kingdom.  
· 1Thess. 2:12 - that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
· Rev. 1:9 - I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
· John was currently in the kingdom. This was written in the 1st century. 
·  We are not waiting on God’s kingdom 
· God’s Kingdom is already present and began when people were obedient to the teaching of the Kingdom! (Acts 2) 

Why are Jesus’ sayings important? 
· Jesus’ sayings calls people to recognize their need for God, announces what they must do, and demands a response in order to be a follower of Him! (Repent & Turn To God) The same message that God has always preached to mankind.  He wants & has the power to save you! 

