SAYINGS OF JESUS
“Worship God Only”

Text: Matthew 4:8-11

Main Text: Matthew 4:10 - Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.”


Jesus has been led by the Spirit into the wilderness after His baptism.
He has:
· Fasted for 40 days and nights.
· Experienced physical hunger.
· Already resisted Satan's temptation to turn stones into bread.
Now Satan takes Jesus to the holy city and the pinnacle of the temple.
Satan quotes Scripture and challenges Jesus to throw Himself down, essentially saying:
“If God really cares about You, prove it.”


1. The Appeal of Power
· What are some things people might be tempted to choose because they promise power, success, popularity, or recognition?
Explain that in this passage, Satan offers Jesus the kingdoms of the world in exchange for worship.


2. The Temptation — Matthew 4:8–9
· Satan takes Jesus to a high mountain.
· He shows Jesus the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
· Satan offers them to Jesus in exchange for worship.
· The temptation is not simply about possessions—it is about who Jesus will worship and obey.

Key thought: Something can look extremely attractive while still pulling us away from God.


3. Jesus' Response — Matthew 4:10
Jesus responds firmly:
· “Away with you, Satan!”
· Jesus quotes Scripture.
· He makes clear that God alone deserves worship and service.
Teaching point: Jesus does not negotiate with the temptation. He answers it with God's Word and remains committed to God.
· Reference Passages for Ony Worship God:
· Ex. 20:1-3
· Ex. 34:14
· Isa. 42:8
· Acts 10:25-26


4. The Result — Matthew 4:11
· Satan leaves Jesus.
· Angels come and minister to Him.
This shows that the temptation was real, but Jesus remained faithful.


5. Life Application
Ask:
1. What kinds of things can compete with God for our attention or loyalty?
2. Why can popularity, success, or power become temptations?
3. How can knowing Scripture help us respond when we are tempted?
4. What does it mean in everyday life to put God first?

Practical challenge: This week, identify one area where you are tempted to put something ahead of God. Pray about it and choose one specific action that demonstrates that God comes first.

6. Closing Thought
Jesus teaches us that faithfulness to God is more important than gaining worldly power, recognition, or success.


