“All In - Paul” (JH & HS Class Wednesday Nights)
“All IN on Knowledge” 
Text: Phil. 3:7-11 – To know Christ is greater than everything else. 
Ice Breaker: 
Heard of the game “Are You Smarter Than A 5th Grader?”  There are some things you should know or are expected to know by the 5th Grade.
Questions: 
1. What phrase makes up the last 4 words in the U.S. national anthem? (Home of the brave) 
2. On a map, which of the following states extends the farthest east: West Virginia or Nebraska? (West Virginia) 
3. According to the classic Mother Goose rhyme, "Hey Diddle Diddle," who ran away with the spoon? (The dish)
4. What does the M stand for in the computer abbreviation RAM? (memory)
5. Complete the analogy: Sheep is to wool as tree is to which of these? Strawberries, oranges or Froot Loops? (Oranges) 
6. The female of what animal species is called a ewe? (Sheep) 
7.  What is the numeric value of the Roman numeral L? (50)
8. How many justices serve on the US Supreme Court? (9)
9. What is the most populated state in the US? (California) 
10. What do you call a scientist that studies weather? (Meteorologist) 

Knowledge is important.  It forms the foundation for critical thinking, problem solving, and personal growth. 
This quarter we are talking about being All IN like Paul.  Paul had to make hard decisions, give up high status, change his thinking and gain knowledge to be ALL IN on Christ.  We are looking at how to do the same! 

Theme: Knowing Christ was more valuable to Paul than everything he had previously considered important.

Big Idea - Paul counted everything else as loss because knowing Christ was worth more than anything he could gain.


1. Paul Changed What He Valued
Philippians 3:7–8
“Whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.”

Key Thought
Paul had plenty of things that could have given him confidence:
· Religious credentials 
· Heritage 
· Education 
· Reputation 
· Personal accomplishments 
But encountering Christ changed his value system.
Before: “Look at what I have accomplished.”
After: “Nothing compares with knowing Christ.”
Teaching Point Being ALL IN on knowledge means recognizing that knowing Jesus is more valuable than simply knowing about Jesus.
Question:
What are some things people today might consider more valuable than knowing Christ?


2. Paul Wanted to KNOW Christ
Philippians 3:8–10
Paul repeatedly focuses on knowing Christ.
This wasn't merely intellectual knowledge. Paul wanted a relationship and firsthand experience of:
· Christ’s power 
· (Name 3 things that show Christ’s power) 
· Christ’s suffering 
· (Name 3 things that Christ suffered) 
· Christ’s resurrection 
· (Give 3 proofs of Christ resurrection) 
· Christ’s presence in his life 
· (How is does Christ help us in our lives) 

Key Thought - Paul wasn't satisfied with knowing facts about Jesus. He wanted his whole life to be shaped by knowing Jesus.
Illustration
You can know facts about a person without actually knowing that person.
For example, you might know:
· where someone lives, 
· what they like, 
· what they have accomplished, 
without actually having a relationship with them.
Paul wanted more than information. He wanted intimacy and fellowship with Christ.
Question:
What's the difference between knowing about someone and actually knowing them?


3. Paul Was Willing to Pay the Cost
Philippians 3:8, 10
Paul says he considers his former gains “rubbish” compared with knowing Christ.
That's strong language because Paul understood that following Jesus wasn't always easy.
He wanted to:
· know Christ, 
· experience resurrection power, 
· share in Christ's sufferings, 
· become more like Him. 
Key Thought - Being ALL IN doesn't mean Christianity will always be comfortable. Paul valued Christ more than comfort.

Question:
Why do you think Paul was willing to give up so much to know Christ?



4. Paul Was Still Growing
Philippians 3:10–11
Paul had already accomplished a lot spiritually, but he wasn't saying:
“I've learned everything there is to know.”
Instead, he continued pursuing Christ.
Key Thought - Knowing Christ isn't a destination we graduate from—it's a lifelong pursuit.
There is always more to learn:
· about His character, 
· His Word, 
· His grace, 
· His purposes, 
· and what it means to follow Him. 
Paul's attitude was essentially: “I've come a long way, but I want to know Christ even more.”

ALL IN Challenge
Ask students to consider three areas:
HEAD — What do I KNOW about Christ?
Am I learning God's Word?
HEART — Do I KNOW Christ personally?
Is my faith more than information?
LIFE — Does knowing Christ CHANGE how I live?
Does my relationship with Jesus affect my choices, priorities, relationships, and goals?

Discussion Questions
1. What things did Paul once consider valuable? 
2. What changed Paul's perspective? 
3. Why is knowing Christ worth more than earthly accomplishments? 
4. What's the difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Jesus? 
5. What does it look like for a teenager to be “ALL IN” on knowing Christ? 
6. What can distract us from pursuing Christ? 
7. What's one practical way you can grow in knowing Christ this week? 

Closing Challenge
Paul wasn't ALL IN because he knew everything.
Paul was ALL IN because he knew that Christ was worth knowing.


