SAYINGS OF JESUS
“Do Not Put the Lord Your God to the Test”

Text: Matthew 4:7
Supporting Text: Deuteronomy 6:16

Key Verse “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” Matthew 4:7

Big Idea - Faith trusts God without demanding that God prove Himself on our terms.

1. THE SETTING — JESUS IS BEING TEMPTED
Matthew 4:1–6
Jesus has been led by the Spirit into the wilderness after His baptism.
He has:
· Fasted for 40 days and nights.
· Experienced physical hunger.
· Already resisted Satan's temptation to turn stones into bread.
Now Satan takes Jesus to the holy city and the pinnacle of the temple.
Satan quotes Scripture and challenges Jesus to throw Himself down, essentially saying:
“If God really cares about You, prove it.”

Satan is actually quoting from Psalm 91:11–12.
This teaches us something important: Scripture can be quoted correctly and still be used wrongly.

The question isn't simply, “Does the Bible say it?”
We must also ask: “What does the Bible mean?”

2. THE TEMPTATION — “PROVE THAT GOD WILL PROTECT YOU”
Matthew 4:5–6
Satan's challenge is connected to Jesus' identity: “If you are the Son of God…”

The first temptation challenged Jesus to satisfy His hunger.
The second challenges Him to prove His identity and force a demonstration of God's protection.

The Difference
Trust says: “I believe God is faithful.”
Testing says: “God, prove You're faithful by doing what I demand.”
That's the difference Jesus addresses.


3. JESUS' RESPONSE — “DO NOT PUT GOD TO THE TEST”
Matthew 4:7
Jesus answers by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16.
He doesn't debate Satan.
He doesn't perform a miracle.
He doesn't need to prove He is the Son of God.
He simply stands on God's Word.

Key Thought Jesus trusted God without needing to manipulate God. Jesus knew the Father had already spoken at His baptism: “This is my beloved Son…”Jesus didn't need another dramatic sign to validate what God had already said.
4. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “TEST” GOD?
Testing God isn't the same as honestly asking God for help.
The issue is presumption.
Testing God says: “God, if You really love me, You will do exactly what I want.”
Faith says: “God, I trust You even when I don't know what You're going to do.”

Examples
Testing God might look like:
· Deliberately making a reckless choice and expecting God to protect you.
· Ignoring wise instruction and saying, “God will take care of me.”
· Demanding a specific sign before you'll trust Him.
· Treating God like He has to prove Himself to you.

Faith looks different.
Faith says: “I will obey God because He is trustworthy—not because I can control the outcome.”


5. GOD DOESN'T HAVE TO PROVE HIMSELF ON OUR TERMS
Jesus didn't need a spectacular rescue from the temple.
Why? Because God's faithfulness doesn't depend upon our ability to create dramatic tests.
Sometimes we want God to give us:
· A sign
· A miracle
· A specific answer
· A guarantee
· A particular outcome
But faith isn't telling God what He must do to prove Himself.

Key Thought: We don't put God on trial and make Him prove that He's God. We trust His character and His Word.

6. Examples of What Faith Looks Like: 
Matthew 4:
Temptation #1 - “Turn stones into bread.”
Jesus says: I trust God's provision.
Temptation #2 - “Jump and make God prove He will protect You.”
Jesus says: I trust God's protection without demanding a demonstration.
Temptation #3 - Satan will ultimately offer Jesus the kingdoms of the world.
Jesus will say: I will worship God alone.

Jesus' response throughout the temptation is essentially: “I trust the Father.”


7. Application
Don't confuse faith with recklessness.
Faith doesn't mean: “I'll do whatever I want, and God has to protect me.”
Faith means: “I'll do what God has called me to do and trust Him with the results.”

Don't confuse faith with demanding signs.
Faith doesn't say: “God, prove Yourself to me.”
Faith says: “God, I trust You even when I don't have all the answers.”
Don't confuse faith with controlling God.
We pray.
We ask.
We seek God's help.
But we don't get to dictate the terms of God's faithfulness.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why do you think Satan used Scripture when tempting Jesus?
2. How can someone use a Bible verse in the wrong way?
3. What's the difference between trusting God and testing God?
4. Why might we sometimes want God to prove Himself?
5. Can you think of a situation where someone might confuse faith with recklessness?
6. Why is God's character more important than getting the outcome we want?
7. What does being ALL IN with God look like when He doesn't give us the answer we expected?


