“All In - Paul” (JH & HS Class Wednesday Nights)
· “All IN at the Crossroads” 
· Acts 9 – Paul went from persecuting Christians to helping make Christians. 
· What did he have to give up? What might we have to give up? 

Ice Breaker: “Crossroads – Pick a Side” 
· How it works: Have everyone stand in the middle of the room. Designate:
· Left side = A 		Right side = B 
· Read a quick-choice question. Students have 3 seconds to choose a side. Once they move, they cannot change their answer.

· Quick-Decision Questions
· Pizza 🍕 or tacos 🌮? 
· Beach 🏖️ or mountains 🏔️? 
· Summer ☀️ or winter ❄️? 
· Texting or calling? 
· Sweet or salty? 
· Early bird or night owl? 
· Would you rather have super speed or be invisible? 
· Would you rather never have homework or never have chores? 
· Would you rather be really funny or really smart? 
· Would you rather lead or follow? 
· Would you rather have a million dollars or a million friends? 
· Would you rather always know the answer or always know the right question? 
· Transition:
· “You just made a lot of decisions in a very short amount of time. Some were easy. Some probably took a little thought. But sometimes we come to decisions that actually change the direction of our lives. Those are crossroads.”
Let’s Talk about Paul: 
· Left side = True 		Right side = False 
· Paul was a godly man.  (True) 
· Paul was a wealthy man. (True)
· Paul was born in Tarsus. (True) 
· Paul was a well-known Pharisee. (True) (Phil. 3:5)
· Paul loved Christians. (False) (Acts 9:1) 
· Paul thought the things he did was right. (True) (Acts 23:1)
· Paul was from the tribe of Judah. (False) – (Benjamin Phil. 3:5)
·  Paul was a righteous man. (True)- Phil. 3:6
· Paul had a difficult decision to make with the status he held. (True) Phil. 3:5-6. 
Acts 9: Paul’s Radical Change
Main Scripture: Acts 9:1–22
Key Verse: Acts 9:6 — “Lord, what do You want me to do?”
Big Idea
Sometimes following Jesus means coming to a crossroads where we have to decide whether we will keep going our own way or surrender our plans, priorities, and identity to Him.
Paul arrived at a crossroads—and his encounter with Jesus completely changed his direction.

1. What Is a Crossroads? Imagine you're standing at a crossroads. One road is familiar. You know where it leads. The other road is unfamiliar, and choosing it means leaving some things behind.
Ask:
· What kinds of decisions can change the direction of your life?
· Why can it be difficult to change direction?
· What would make you willing to give up something important to you?

Paul came to a literal and spiritual crossroads in Acts 9. He thought he was doing the right thing, but Jesus showed him that he was going in the wrong direction.

2. Paul Before the Crossroads
Acts 9:1–2
Paul was actively persecuting followers of Jesus. He was convinced that he was right.
Discuss:
· What do Paul's actions tell us about how strongly he believed in his mission?
· Can someone be sincere and still be sincerely wrong?
· What happens when our plans become more important than God's plans?
Point:
Being “all in” isn't enough by itself. We can be completely committed to the wrong direction.

3. The Encounter
Acts 9:3–9
Jesus confronted Paul on the road to Damascus.
Paul's response is significant:  “Who are you, Lord?” & “Lord, what do you want me to do?”
The Crossroads Moment
Paul had a choice:
Keep going his way or  Surrender and follow Jesus.
His encounter with Jesus changed everything.
Ask students:
· What do you think Paul had to rethink?
· How do you think his understanding of Jesus changed?
· Why is surrender sometimes harder than simply believing?

4. What Did Paul Have to Give Up?
Paul didn't just change his beliefs. His entire direction changed.
Paul had to give up:
· His old mission - He went from trying to stop Christians to helping spread the message of Jesus.
· His reputation -Paul had been known for persecuting Christians. Now he was identifying himself with the very people he had opposed.
· His need to be in control - Instead of deciding where his life would go, Paul asked, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”
· His old identity - Paul had built his identity around his achievements, religious credentials, and zeal. Following Jesus meant allowing Christ to redefine who he was.
· His comfort and certainty - Paul didn't receive a complete roadmap. He had to trust God one step at a time.

5. What Might We Have to Give Up? - Paul's story doesn't mean everyone will be asked to give up the same things.
For us, surrender might involve giving up:
· Control — “I want to decide everything.”
· Pride — “I don't need anyone to tell me I'm wrong.”
· Popularity — “I need everyone to approve of me.”
· A grudge — “I'm not willing to forgive.”
· Comfort — “I'll follow Jesus as long as it doesn't inconvenience me.”
· Our plans — “I know exactly what my future needs to look like.”
· An unhealthy priority — something that consistently comes before God.
· A version of ourselves — the person we think we have to be in order to fit in.
Important Question
What might Jesus be asking me to put down so that I can follow Him more fully?

6. Going “All In”
Being “all in” doesn't mean being perfect.
Paul still had a lot to learn. But he was willing to change direction when Jesus called him.
All in means:
“Jesus, You are in charge of my direction—not me.”
Discussion Questions
1. What stands out to you most about Paul's transformation?
2. Why do you think giving up control can be difficult?
3. Is there a difference between believing in Jesus and actually following Jesus? What is it?
4. What are some things teenagers can be tempted to put ahead of God?
5. Why might following Jesus sometimes cost us popularity or comfort?
6. What would it look like to trust God with your plans for the future?
7. What is one area where you might need to say, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”

7. Closing Challenge
Paul arrived at a crossroads as one person and walked away headed in a completely different direction.
His question became: “Lord, what do You want me to do?”
Challenge students to make that their question this week.
Instead of only asking:
· “What do I want?”, “What will make me popular?”, “What is easiest?”, “What does everyone else think?”
Ask: “Jesus, what do You want me to do?”

Closing Prayer

Take-Home Thought
Following Jesus isn't just about changing what we believe. It's about being willing to change where we're going.
At the crossroads, will I choose my way—or God's way?

