Lesson: Messianic Kingdom Punished 
Grade: Middle School
Topic: Messianic Kingdom Punished   
Big Idea: These books teach us how to worship God, live wisely, think about life, and understand love.
Intro: Story about Africa – Wedding Meal (Popcorn & Peanuts) 
Review: 
Big Picture of Bible: 
· God Creates Everything
· Messiah is Needed (Because of Sin) 
· Messiah is Promised 
· Israel is formed, go into Egyptian bondage & Delivered to start a nation 
· Israel is ruled by Judges (But everyone did what was right in their own eyes.)
· Physical Kingdom established with a king (Saul… David… Solomon… Rehoboam = Divided kingdom / Jeroboam) 
· North (10 tribes) – 20 Kings – all unfaithful 
· South (2 Tribes – Benjamin & Judah) = Judah (Mostly Faithful) 
· OT Books Written: Isaiah, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, & Jonah. 
The Messianic Kingdom Is PUNISHED (2 Kings 17 – 2 Chronicles 36).
· Sent into CAPTIVITY under the Babylonians. 
Books Written: Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, & Esther The Messianic Kingdom Is PUNISHED (2 Kings 17 – 2 Chronicles 36).
· Sent into CAPTIVITY under the Babylonians. 
· Books Written: Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, & Esther.                                                                              
· Israel captured by the Assyrians (722 B.C); Judah continues on alone. 
· OT Books Written: Jeremiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, & Zephaniah.
· Southern kingdom of Judah exiled in stages by the Neo-Babylonian Empire b/w 605 B.C. and 586 B.C. 
Reasons for going into Captivity: 
· 2 Kings 17:7–18 - 7 For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had feared other gods, 8 and had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the Lord had cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made. 9 Also the children of Israel secretly did against the Lord their God things that were not right, and they built for themselves high places in all their cities, from watchtower to fortified city. 10 They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on every high hill and under every green tree. 11 There they burned incense on all the high places, like the nations whom the Lord had carried away before them; and they did wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger, 12 for they served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, “You shall not do this thing.”
13 Yet the Lord testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets, every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways, and keep My commandments and My statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.” 14 Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who did not believe in the Lord their God. 15 And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them that they should not do like them. 16 So they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, made for themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. 17 And they caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger. 18 Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone.

1. They sinned against God (verse 7) — The Israelites sinned against the Lord, who had brought them out of Egypt.
2. They worshiped other gods (verses 7–8) — They followed the practices of other nations instead of obeying God's commands.
3. They practiced idolatry (verses 9–12) — They built high places, set up sacred pillars and Asherah poles, and worshiped idols.
4. They refused to listen to God's warnings (verses 13–18) — God sent prophets to warn them, but they were stubborn, rejected His commands, and continued worshiping other gods.

1. Sin (Khata')
· Meaning: To fail, miss the goal, or fall short of a target.
· Context: In ancient Hebrew (like hitting a bullseye or traveling to a destination), khata' simply means missing the mark. Biblically, the goal is living in divine love—honoring God and treating other humans (made in God's image) with love and respect.
· Core Idea: A failure to be truly human, often driven by self-deception or a selfish impulse. [1, 2, 3, 4]
2. Iniquity (Avon)
· Meaning: To bend, twist, or distort what is good into something crooked.
· Context: Used to describe a crooked road, a malformed back, or a dazed and confused state of mind.
· Core Idea: The deep, warped, or fractured state of character and the destructive ripple effects (like violence, deceit, or broken trust) that come from selfish choices. [1, 2, 3, 4]
3. Transgression (Pesha')
· Meaning: Violating trust or rebelling against a relationship.
· Context: Crossing a clear boundary or betraying someone who trusted you.
· Core Idea: Not just a passive mistake, but an active breach of relational trust between people or between humanity and God


Correction: 
Heb. 12:7-11 –  If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
· We should not assume as Christ followers, that correction is not going to come or we will not experience some trials, or suffering. 
· Matt. 5:10-12 - Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
· 

