Lesson: Minor Prophets
Grade: Middle School
Topic: Minor Prophets  
Big Idea: These books teach us how to worship God, live wisely, think about life, and understand love.
Overview of the Minor Prophets
I. Introduction
A. What Are the Minor Prophets?
· The Minor Prophets are the twelve shorter prophetic books of the Old Testament.
· They are called “minor” because of the length of their writings, not because they are less important.
· The twelve books are:
1. 
2. Hosea
3. Joel
4. Amos
5. Obadiah
6. Jonah
7. Micah
8. Nahum
9. Habakkuk
10. Zephaniah
11. Haggai
12. Zechariah
13. Malachi


B. What Is a Prophet?
· A prophet was a person called by God to communicate His message.
· Prophets addressed:
· 
· Sin and disobedience
· Idolatry
· Injustice and oppression
· Covenant unfaithfulness
· Judgment
· Repentance
· Hope and restoration


A helpful summary of the Minor Prophets is:
God confronts sin, calls His people to repentance, announces judgment, and promises restoration and hope.

II. Historical Background
A. The Divided Kingdom
· Northern Kingdom — Israel
· Southern Kingdom — Judah
Many of the prophets ministered during this period of political instability, spiritual decline, and international conflict.

B. Major Historical Powers
The prophets lived during the rise and fall of several empires:
· Assyria		Babylon		Persia
· Their messages often addressed both God's people and surrounding nations.
III. The Twelve Minor Prophets

1. Hosea — God's Faithful Love
Key theme: Covenant love despite Israel's unfaithfulness
· Hosea uses his marriage as a picture of Israel's relationship with God.
· Israel had pursued other gods.
· God announces judgment but continues to call His people back.
Key idea: God's love remains faithful even when His people are unfaithful.

2. Joel — The Day of the LORD
Key theme: Judgment, repentance, and God's Spirit
· Joel describes a devastating crisis involving locusts.
· The crisis becomes a picture of the coming Day of the LORD.
· The people are called to genuine repentance.
· God promises restoration and the outpouring of His Spirit.
Key idea: Judgment should lead God's people to repentance and renewed relationship with Him.

3. Amos — Justice and Righteousness
Key theme: Social justice and genuine worship
· Amos ministered to prosperous Israel.
· Wealth and religious activity existed alongside oppression and injustice.
· God condemns worship that is disconnected from righteous living.
Key idea: God desires righteousness and justice, not merely outward religious activity.

4. Obadiah — Judgment on Edom
Key theme: Pride and divine justice
· Obadiah announces judgment against Edom.
· Edom had acted against Judah during Jerusalem's crisis.
· Human pride and violence do not escape God's justice.
Key idea: God opposes pride and judges nations for their actions.

5. Jonah — God's Mercy to the Nations
Key theme: God's compassion
· Jonah is sent to preach to Nineveh.
· Jonah initially runs from God's command.
· Nineveh responds to the warning.
· The book challenges Jonah—and the reader—to recognize God's compassion toward people outside Israel.
Key idea: God's mercy is broader than human expectations.


6. Micah — Judgment and Hope
Key theme: Justice, mercy, and the coming ruler
· Micah confronts corruption among leaders.
· He calls God's people to justice and faithfulness.
· He also contains important promises of restoration.
· Bethlehem is identified as the birthplace of a future ruler.
Key idea: God calls His people to practice justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with Him.

7. Nahum — Judgment on Nineveh
Key theme: God's judgment against oppression
· Nahum announces the fall of Nineveh.
· The book emphasizes God's justice against violent and oppressive powers.
Key idea: God is patient, but evil and oppression will ultimately face His judgment.

8. Habakkuk — Faith in the Midst of Trouble
Key theme: Trusting God when His actions are difficult to understand
· Habakkuk questions God about injustice.
· God reveals that Babylon will be used in judgment.
· Habakkuk then struggles with how God can use a nation even more wicked than Judah.
· The book ends with a declaration of trust in God despite circumstances.
Key idea: Faith trusts God even when His purposes are difficult to understand.

9. Zephaniah — The Day of the LORD
Key theme: Judgment followed by restoration
· Zephaniah warns of coming judgment.
· He calls the people to seek the LORD.
· The book concludes with promises of restoration and God's presence with His people.
Key idea: God's judgment is not His final word for those who turn to Him.


10. Haggai — Rebuild the Temple
Key theme: Putting God first
· Haggai ministered after the exile.
· The returned community had neglected rebuilding the temple.
· He challenges them to reconsider their priorities.
· The people respond and begin rebuilding.
Key idea: God's people must examine their priorities and give proper attention to God's work.





11. Zechariah — Hope and the Coming King
Key theme: Restoration and future hope
· Zechariah encourages the returned exiles.
· He contains visions concerning Jerusalem's restoration.
· The book looks forward to God's future kingdom and coming ruler.
· It contains several passages later connected with Jesus in the New Testament.
Key idea: God has a future purpose for His people and His kingdom.


12. Malachi — Faithful Worship
Key theme: Covenant faithfulness
· Malachi addresses spiritual apathy among the returned community.
· The people had become careless in worship.
· The prophet calls priests and people back to faithfulness.
· The book closes with a promise concerning the coming messenger.
Key idea: God calls His people to sincere worship and covenant faithfulness.


IV. Major Themes Across the Minor Prophets
1. The Holiness of God
God is righteous and cannot simply ignore sin.
2. Sin and Idolatry
The prophets repeatedly expose: Idolatry, Pride, Injustice, Corruption, Hypocrisy, Covenant unfaithfulness
3. Repentance
The prophets do not merely announce judgment; they frequently call people to return to God.
4. Justice
God cares about how people treat one another, particularly the poor, vulnerable, and oppressed.
5. The Day of the LORD
This expression appears throughout the prophetic writings and refers to God's decisive intervention in judgment and salvation.
6. Judgment of the Nations
God's concern extends beyond Israel and Judah. The nations are also accountable to Him.
7. Restoration
Judgment is frequently followed by promises of:
· Restoration
· Renewal
· A restored people
· God's presence
· Future blessing


8. The Messiah and God's Kingdom
Several Minor Prophets contain passages that Christians understand as pointing forward to Jesus Christ and the coming kingdom.

V. A Simple Way to Remember the Twelve
	Prophet
	Main Emphasis

	Hosea
	Faithful love

	Joel
	Day of the LORD

	Amos
	Justice

	Obadiah
	Pride and judgment

	Jonah
	Mercy

	Micah
	Justice and the coming ruler

	Nahum
	Judgment on Nineveh

	Habakkuk
	Faith

	Zephaniah
	Judgment and restoration

	Haggai
	Rebuilding the temple

	Zechariah
	Future hope and the coming King

	Malachi
	Faithful worship





Discussion — 10 minutes
1. Why do you think the prophets spoke so strongly about both worship and justice?
2. What is the relationship between judgment and hope in the prophetic books?
3. What do the prophets reveal about God's character?
4. How does the message of the Minor Prophets speak to God's people today?
5. Which prophetic theme appears most frequently throughout the twelve books?

