All IN — Paul

Lesson 1: “Not Sitting on the Fence”
Scripture: Romans 12:1–12
Main Thought: God doesn’t want just a part of who we are. He calls us to give Him our whole lives.

Being  “ALL IN” for God means we don’t live with one foot in faith and one foot in the world. We give God our whole life—our choices, relationships, gifts, attitudes, time, and future.

1. Intro: “Sitting on the Fence”
Ask:
· What does it mean when someone is “sitting on the fence”? 
· Why might someone have trouble making a decision? 
· Can you really be committed to something if you're only halfway in? 

Illustration:
[image: UT / Texas A&M House Divided shirt | #349818210]
Who are you rooting for? Which side are you on? 

Transition:
“Sometimes we can do the same thing with God. We want to follow Him, but we also want to hold onto everything we want to do. Paul challenges us to stop sitting on the fence and go ALL IN.”

2. Romans 12:1 — Give God Your Whole Life
· Paul urges believers to present their bodies as a living sacrifice to God.
· Explain:
· Paul isn't talking about giving God something occasionally. He's talking about giving Him yourself.
· A living sacrifice means:
· My time belongs to God. 
· How much time do you give to God (outside of services)?
· My choices belong to God. 
· When you need to make a choice, do you pray about it; consider how it might affect God in your life? 
· My words belong to God. 
· Do we say some thing that God would not? (Ref. James 3) 
· My relationships belong to God. 
· My talents belong to God. 
· My future belongs to God. 
Ask: “What parts of our lives are we sometimes tempted to keep for ourselves?”

Thought: “God doesn't want my Sunday-only Christianity. He wants my everyday life.”


3. Romans 12:2 — Don't Let the World Choose for You
· Paul says not to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.
· The world is constantly telling us:
· “Fit in.” 
· “Do what everyone else is doing.” 
· “You need people's approval.”
· “Just do whatever feels right.” 

· But following Jesus means allowing God to shape the way we think
· Ask:
· Who or what influences the way you think? 
· What voices compete with God's voice? 
· What would change if you let God influence your decisions first? 
· Going ALL IN starts with allowing God to change the way we think.

4. Romans 12:3–8 — Use What God Gave You
· Paul explains that believers are like one body with many different parts.
· Everyone has different gifts and purposes.
· Point: Being ALL IN doesn't mean being exactly like somebody else.
· It means asking: “God, how can I use what You've given me for You?”
· Name 3 things you are good at. (Go around the room and have kids answer) 
You may be good at:
· Encouraging people; Teaching, Serving, Leading, Helping, Showing kindness, Creating, Listening, Bringing people together 

Challenge: Don't compare your gift to someone else's. Give YOUR gift to God.

5. Romans 12:9–12 — What ALL IN Looks Like
· Paul gets very practical.
Being ALL IN means our faith shows up in how we treat people and how we live every day.
ALL IN Christians:
· Love sincerely. 
· Hate what is evil. 
· Hold onto what is good. 
· Care about others. 
· Serve God with enthusiasm. 
· Stay hopeful. 
· Be patient during difficult times. 
· Keep praying. 
Important thought: Being ALL IN isn't just something we say. It's something people should be able to see in the way we live.

6. 🪑 The Fence Question
· Put the question in front of the group:
· “Am I ALL IN with God, or am I sitting on the fence?”
· Explain that this isn't about being perfect. Everyone makes mistakes.
Being ALL IN means:
“God, I want every part of my life to belong to You—even the parts I'm still working on.”
Personal Reflection
Give students a quiet moment to think about:
My time — Am I giving God any of it?
My friendships — Do they honor God?
My choices — Who is directing them?
My words — Do they reflect Jesus?
My future — Am I willing to let God lead it?
My gifts — Am I using them for God?

7. Closing Challenge — “Get Off the Fence”
· Challenge: This week, choose one area of your life that you need to surrender more fully to God.
Finish this sentence:
“God, I want to be ALL IN with You by giving You ______.”
It could be:
· My attitude 
· My friendships 
· My time 
· My decisions 
· My future 
· My talents 
· My fears 
· My priorities 

Closing Statement
“Following Jesus isn't about giving Him the leftover pieces of our lives. Paul calls us to offer Him our whole lives. Don't sit on the fence. Don't live halfway. Get ALL IN.”

End with a Prayer. 
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