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The Lord is Testing You pt. 2 
Dan Jenkins

     “The Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul” (Deut. 13:3). 
The most important question is how do I respond to the tests that the Lord sends? If I fail the test, then it makes no difference 
how fervently I may claim to love the Lord. It makes no difference how deeply I might feel that I love the Lord with all my 
heart. When I fail the test, God knows that this failure shows I really do not love Him.
     What was the test God gave? Read the rest of the chapter, and you will see it involved false teachers and religious leaders 
who tried to keep men from obeying God. The test is simple. Does my love cause me to obey the Lord or to ignore what He 
says? “Christians” in America are failing the test!
     “Christendom” in our land struggles how to deal with homosexuality. A quick Google search will reveal how many 
denominations are changing their teachings. Within the last year, the United Methodist Church has a major doctrinal 
shift and two distinct Methodist groups now exist. Others who have ordained homosexuals as church leaders included the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (since 2010), the Presbyterian Church USA (since 2012), the Episcopal Church, the Disciples 
of Christ, the Reformed Church in America, the Mennonite Church in the USA (2013) and a host of others in our land are 
struggling in their conventions about what they should teach.
     Internationally, the same is true. Ordination of homosexuals is practiced in the Anglican Church of Canada (since 2016); 
The Anglican Church in New Zealand; the Anglican churches in South Africa, Brazil, Wales, Ireland and South India. The 
same is true of the Reformed churches in Switzerland; the Protestant Church in the Netherlands; the Church of Sweden; The 
Danish National Church; the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland; the Church of Iceland and scores of others.
     Homosexuality is just one aspect of the fact that mankind, while claiming to deeply love the Lord, has failed God’s testing 
of their love. The very basis of religious division and denominations is when we are ignoring what God says about a matter 
and then failing the test. Our world has failed the test of how to worship, baptism, the Lord’s supper, the role of women in the 
public assemblies and most important of all in teaching what one must do to be saved.
     Let me appeal to every member of the Lord’s church. Read Deuteronomy 13, and see that those who are advocating 
changes in His church are failing the test. If we truly love the Lord, we will realize that God’s tests will confront us to allow us 
to visually see if our understanding of it means to know the depth of our love for Him. Pray about these matters.



What if Jesus had NEVER been Born?
Luke 2

Two separate messages we read in Luke 2

From the Angels (2:10-12, 14)
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy which will be for all the people; for today in 

the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger…Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

From Simeon (2:29-32)
“Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to 

depart in peace, according to Your word; For my eyes 
have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a Light of revelation to the 

Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.”

If Jesus had NEVER been born…

1. There wouldn’t be _______ (14, 29)

2. There wouldn’t be __________ of 
_________ (29)

3. There wouldn’t be __________ (11, 30)

4. There wouldn’t be ___________ (32)

The questions that remain:

•	 Are we willing to ___ ___ and ___ ___? (15)

•	 Are we willing to ____ ______? (17)

•	 Are we willing to _____ the _____? (28) 

•	 Are we willing to ____ Him to _____ us? 
(29)

¿Y si Jesús NUNCA hubiera nacido?
Lucas 2

Dos mensajes separados que leemos en Lucas 2

De los Ángeles (2:10-12, 14)
“No temáis; porque he aquí os doy nuevas de gran gozo, 

que será para todo el pueblo: que os ha nacido hoy, 
en la ciudad de David, un Salvador, que es CRISTO 
el Señor. Esto os servirá de señal: Hallaréis al niño 

envuelto en pañales, acostado en un pesebre… ¡Gloria 
a Dios en las alturas, Y en la tierra paz, buena voluntad 

para con los hombres!”

De Simeón (2:29-32)
Ahora, Señor, despides a tu siervo en paz,

Conforme a tu palabra; Porque han visto mis ojos tu 
salvación, La cual has preparado en presencia de todos 

los pueblos; Luz para revelación a los gentiles,
Y gloria de tu pueblo Israel.

Si Jesús NUNCA hubiera nacido ...

1. No habría ____ (14, 29)

2. No habría _____________ de __________ 
(29)

3. No habría __________ (11, 30)

4. No habría ___________ (32)

Las preguntas que quedan:

•	 ¿Estamos dispuestos a ___________ e ir a 
____? (15)

•	 ¿Estamos dispuestos a ___________ a los 
________? (17)

•	 ¿Estamos dispuestos a ______ al ______? (28)

•	 ¿Estamos dispuestos a ________ que Él nos 
_________? (29)
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Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Food for Fitness 
Forever His 
House to House Heart to Heart 
Wed. Night Focus Groups

Local Missions 
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Bear Valley Bible Institute 
Brown Trail Spanish Preaching 
WVBS  school.wvbs.org 
U.S. Mission Points 
Tilton, NH 
Mesa, AZ

Foreign Missions 
India Preacher Training Program 
Cameroon Preacher Training Program



Prayer Needs: 
Ann Wylie is out of the hospital and feeling great. She will 
be in Abilene, TX for the next few days with her family. 

Veronica Giles’ recent procedure did not determine the 
cause of some health issues, but she will undergo more 
testing soon. 

David Mahoney has not been in good health recently & will 
be seeing doctors for testing over the coming days & weeks.

Matt Thomas, Beverly Heathcote’s nephew, has cancer 
and needs continued prayers.

James & Martha Olsen’s daughter, Jamie Wilson & others 
in her household, have COVID. Please pray for the family 
and especially that young Addison, stays healthy.

Please continue to remember the Waller family during 
this time of grief from the loss of their young son, Kaisen.

Continue to Remember: Helen Strange, Sara Warren, Eula 
Parrish, Anita Hawkins, Ruth Kline, Bronny & Ruth Watson, 
Dan & Rita Dominy, Jan Ross, Faith Beamon, Austin Roughton, 
Virginia Vinsonhaler, Louie & Patty Williams, Kenneth 
Southard, Beverly Heatchote, Lloyd & Dollie Ander, Donnie 
Dixon, Phillip Keltner, Dianne Compton, Royce Bunch 

Announcements:
Prayer Service - Wed. Night

Youth Lock-In - New Year’s Eve

Youth Winter Retreat registration is available.  
Dates will be 1/14-16, 2022 & cost $40 per camper.
 
Young at Heart Class meets Tuesdays at 10:30am.

Westhill Family- Thank you for the calls, texts, prayers, 
and conerns during Veronica’s hospital stay. You will never 
know the difference you made! God Bless! 
-Ronnie & Veronica Giles

Have you asked your neighbor about  
House to House Heart to Heart???

Birthdays This Week 
December 26 - Keller Southard 
December 27 - Barbara Gould & Jennifer Sosa 
December 28 - Melba Bower 
December 29 - London Olsen & Greg Olsen 
December 30 - Paul Newman 
December 31 - Melissa Jackson, Dylan Nors, &  
                               McKenzie Olsen 
Janurary 1 - Frizzell Henry

 

Records for December 19, 2021

AM Worship ........................................................... 202 
PM Bible Hour ........................................................ 159
Wednesday .............................................................. 156 
Contribution ......................................................$5,292

Privileged to Serve 

AM Song Leader Zach Drain

AM Opening Prayer James Horn  
AM Communion Leader Paul Ross 
AM Scripture Reading Justin Mahoney 
AM Closing Prayer Casey Hendrix 
 
PM Song Leader Zach Drain

Wed Prayer Service Various 
 
December Worship Coord. Rusty Owens 
December Contact Elder Don Ivy

Military:  
Samantha Armstrong,     Blake Barrett,  

Clay Bayes,     David Dilbeck,    
    Ryan Stewar t      &      Graiden Thomas

The opportunity is extended to give back 
at the collection boxes at each exit. 


