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The Lord is Testing You 
Dan Jenkins

     So many know the first and greatest commandment—to love the Lord God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. A 
vital question to be answered, "Is there any way I can know that I really do love Him like He wants me to love Him? Has God 
given me any guidelines to measure my love?"
     We are so blessed that He has told us. Before Moses repeated the Ten Commandments the second time in Deuteronomy, 
he told the Jews they should seek the Lord with all their heart and soul (Deut. 4:29). The commandments are found in 
chapter five and then in chapter six he gives God's greatest commandment about loving Him above all else (Deut. 6:5). In 
chapter 13, Moses gives God's test so the Jews could know if they truly loved God.
     He told Israel that the time would come when false prophets and dreamers would arise and seek to lead them away from 
the will of God. He even described the signs and wonders that might accompany their message. Read his words carefully. 
"You shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know 
whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul." (Deut. 13:3). Here is the test! God allows the 
presence of teachers with amazing abilities to come to His people to test them! Our response to keeping His commandments 
is the visible manifestation of the kind of love we have in our hearts. While we may think we love the Lord and we may feel 
deeply that we love Him, God gives us this visible test so that we can know!
     How serious is God about this? The Jews were instructed to put that teacher to death. His suaveness is described as the 
way he was enticing them to ignore what God said (Deut. 13:5). How serious was it? Even if the teacher was your brother, 
your child or your best friend, he was to die! He had secretly brought his ideas to entice you to ignore God. He was to show 
no pity, nor should provisions be made to spare him or conceal him or his actions (Deut. 13:6-8).
     In fact, you were told to cast the first stone to bring about the death of this loved relative or friend and then the nation 
should do as you had done. You were to continue throwing stones until the one you loved so much was dead (Deut. 13:9-10). 
Your love for this person must never be greater than your love for God.
     In your life you will face this test. Your decision to become a Christian demands you love God more than family or friends. 
You likely will be confronted by teachers you respect and love. Remember that how you respond in this situation is God's 
visible way to measure your love. Do not fail this test!



Be the Forgiving Church

Yokes can be ___________
•	 ________, Yoked together
•	 Christian, Yoked to _______
•	 Christian, Yoked to other __________

Yokes can be ___________
•	 In regards to hurting someone and not being 

_________
o One person Refusing to 

____________
o One person Holding onto ________

Be the Church (Colossians)

Colossians 4:9 “…with him Onesimus, our faithful and 
beloved brother, who is one of your number. They will 

inform you about the whole situation here.”

Four Observations about Onesimus:
1. He is ________
2. He is a _________ Brother
3. He is from _________
4. Paul ________ in him 

Turn to Philemon 
1. Onesimus is ______ wherever Philemon is located
2. Philemon’s house seems to be where they _______

Story of Philemon and Onesimus:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Some Helpful Thoughts:

The one that is Hurt:
•	 Tell the _______ that you have _______ 

them
•	 Remind the sinner to make their life _____ 

with the Lord

The one who Hurt another:
•	 ________
•	 ______ them you have 
•	 ________ yourself 

Sea la Iglesia que perdona

Los ______ pueden ser _______
•	 _______, unidos en yugo
•	 Cristiano, unido a ________
•	 Cristiano, unido a otros ____________

Los yugos pueden ser _________
•	 En lo que respecta a herir a alguien y no ser 

___________
o Una persona que se niega a 

_________
o Una persona que se aferra a la 

_______

Sea la Iglesia (Colosenses)

Colosenses 4: 9 “… con él Onésimo, nuestro fiel 
y amado hermano, que es uno de los tuyos. Te 

informarán sobre toda la situación aquí “.

Cuatro observaciones sobre Onésimo:
1. El es _____
2. Es un _______ amado
3. Es de ________
4. Paul _______ en él

Acude a Filemón
1. Onésimo es de dondequiera que esté Filemón
2. La casa de Filemón parece ser el lugar donde 
________

Historia de Filemón y Onésimo:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Algunos pensamientos útiles:

El que está Herido:
•	 Dile al pecador que lo has _________
•	 Recuérdele al pecador que debe _______ su 

vida con el Señor

El que lastimó a otro:
•	 Arrepentirse
•	 _____ que tienes
•	 _________
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Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Food for Fitness 
Forever His 
House to House Heart to Heart 
Wed. Night Focus Groups

Local Missions 
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Bear Valley Bible Institute 
Brown Trail Spanish Preaching 
WVBS  school.wvbs.org 
U.S. Mission Points 
Tilton, NH 
Mesa, AZ

Foreign Missions 
India Preacher Training Program 
Cameroon Preacher Training Program



Prayer Needs: 
Royce Bunch is recovering from eye surgery.

Dianne Compton is home from the hospital but still needs 
tests to determine the cause of her st0mach pain.

Veronica Giles is recovering from her heart cath 
procedure. They were unable to determine her problem but 
have eliminated some possibilities. 

Beth Sepedy is recovering from thyroid surgery.

Recent tests for Paul Slaughter show negative results for 
Parkinson’s. 

David Mahoney has not been in good health recently & will 
be seeing doctors for testing over the coming days & weeks.

Matt Thomas, Beverly Heathcote’s nephew, has cancer 
and needs continued prayers.

James & Martha Olsen’s daughter, Jamie Wilson, has 
COVID. Please pray for this whole household and especially 
that young Addison, stays healthy.

Please continue to remember the Waller family during 
this time of grief from the loss of their young son, Kaisen.

Debbie Watson, who is a friend of Ovie & Janet Earles, 
passed away as a result of injuries sustained in a car accident.

Continue to Remember: Helen Strange, Sara Warren, Eula 
Parrish, Anita Hawkins, Royce Bunch, Ruth Kline, Bronny & 
Ruth Watson, Dan & Rita Dominy, Jan Ross, Faith Beamon, 
Austin Roughton, Virginia Vinsonhaler, Louie & Patty Williams, 
Kenneth Southard, Beverly Heatchote, Lloyd & Dollie Ander, 
Donnie Dixon, & Phillip Keltner 
 

Announcements:
We are very excited that Wynelle Garrison has recently 
placed her workmanship with us at Westhill! Let’s be 
sure to give her a warm Westhill welcome!  
3002 W. 2nd Ave #609 -   Corsicana, TX 75110 

We rejoice with Jeremiah Parrish who obeyed the Gospel 
and had his sins washed away in baptism on Wednesday 
night! Let’s be sure to pray for and encourage our new young 
Christian brother.  770 FM 55 - Barry, TX 75102

Kids For Christ Caroling - TODAY 3-5pm

Youth Lock-In - New Year’s Eve

Youth Winter Retreat registration is available online. 
Dates will be 1/14-16, 2022 & cost $40 per camper. 

Young at Heart Class meets Tuesdays at 10:30am.

“Thank You” to the Westhill young people for the lovely 
fruit basket filled with goodies! It is so encouraging to see 
our young people serving. - On behalf of Sharon Steinkraus 
and numerous other very thankful recipients.

Birthdays This Week 
December 21 - Dayanara Sosa 
December 23 - Kate Haden 
December 24 - Steely Southard 
December 25 - Eugenia Sosa
 

Records for December 12, 2021

AM Worship ........................................................... 202 
PM Bible Hour ........................................................ 159
Wednesday .............................................................. 156 
Special Contribution ...................................... $114,229

Privileged to Serve 

AM Song Leader Justin Mahoney

AM Opening Prayer Josh Newman  
AM Communion Leader Joe Glass 
AM Scripture Reading Tim Cooke 
AM Closing Prayer Dan Gibson 
 
PM Song Leader Justin Mahoney

Wed Song Service Various 
 
December Worship Coord. Rusty Owens 
December Contact Elder Don Ivy

Military:  
Samantha Armstrong,     Blake Barrett,  

Clay Bayes,     David Dilbeck,    
    Ryan Stewar t      &      Graiden Thomas

The opportunity is extended to give back 
at the collection boxes at each exit. 


